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INTRODUCTION

The City of Munising, with the assistance of the Central Upper Peninsula Planning and
Development (CUPPAD) Regional Commission, has put together this five year
recreational plan. This Recreation Plan for the City of Munising should serve several
useful purposes. It should serve as (1) a source of information, (2) a guide for correcting
deficiencies, (3) and indicator of goals and policies, (4) a framework for making
decisions, and (5) a means of stimulating public interest and participation in local
community recreation progress.
Located in northern Alger County, along the southern shore of Lake Superior, Munising’s
land area includes approximately 5.4 square miles inhabited by about 2,500 people.
Approximately 20 percent of the land area has been developed, most of it in the urban
area bisected by M-28. The City is adjacent to Munising and Au Train Townships. The
location of the City of Munising can be found on Map 1-1, Location Map, found in
Appendix A.
Until Alger County was organized in 1885, Munising and surroundings were a part of
Schoolcraft County. Munising, or Old Munising as it was then known, was incorporated
as a village in 1896 (possibly 1897). It became the county seat in 1902 and was
incorporated as a city in 1915 (possibly 1918).
2.0

ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE

Planning for and providing recreation services and open space for a community require
staff (or volunteers) and funds to purchase land and open spaces to develop, operate
and maintain them. This section describes how the Munising Parks and Recreation
functions are carried out.
2.1 Organizational Structure
Under Public Act 156 of 1917, the City of Munising has appointed a Recreation
Committee. The Recreation Committee is a 9-member Committee which includes
representatives from the City Commission, Alger Parks and Recreation Department,
Downtown Development Authority, education, high school students, the City and
residents. The Committee meets on a regular basis to formulate, update, review and
submit input on the five year plan and make recommendations on recreation to the City
Commission.
In September 1998, the City of Munising, along with Au Train Township, Munising
Township, Grand Island Township and the Alger Parks and Recreation Department
(APRD) entered into a joint agreement for the provision of a public recreation system.
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The agreement also stipulated cooperation between other recreation related
organizations as ex-officio members such as Munising Public Schools, the National Park
Service, the U.S. Forest Service, and the Department of Natural Resources. This
agreement stated that APRD as a department shall have full responsibility and authority
to provide full-time, year round broad based recreation programs to the residents of the
above mentioned municipalities. The APRD committee, with representatives from each
of the cooperating agencies, shall have the power to make all programming, financial,
staffing, etc.
The City of Munising’s Department of Public Works is responsible for the maintenance
of the City’s parks and recreation facilities. The Recreation Committee is involved with
flower planting throughout the City. The Munising Little League is responsible for some
of the ballfield upkeep.
The City’s current organizational structure is detailed below:

CITY
COMMISSION

ALGER PARKS AND
RECREATION
DEPARTMENT

CITY
MANAGER

(PROGRAMMING)

RECREATION
COMMITTEE

CITY OF MUNISING
PUBLIC WORKS

(ADVISORY)

(MAINTENANCE)

2.2 Community Volunteer Groups
The City has had a long and successful relationship with community organizations.
When certain projects arise for the City’s Recreation Department, community
organizations often donate money to the project. Past community organizations
involved with donations include: the Munising Lions Club, Moose Lodge, American
Legion and Kiwanis.
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An annual Grandparent’s Dinner is held at the Alger Centennial Arena, with the
proceeds benefitting recreation. Generally, the volunteers for the dinner are associated
with the organization receiving the funding. The dinner is put on by volunteers in
cooperation with the City of Munising.
2.3 Parks and Recreation Budget
The City of Munising allocates $30,000 per year to the Alger Parks and Recreation
Department for recreational programming. The City allocates approximately $48,800
from the General Fund for Parks and Recreation maintenance, which is carried out by
the City’s Department of Public Works. The City also designates approximately $10,000
for beautification efforts. General recreation (such as ballfield maintenance) is
budgeted approximately $1,000 and the outdoor ice rink is budgeted approximately
$4,000. The budget for the Alger County Arena is $66,300 and the budget for Tourist
Park is $119,800.
Donations for Heroes Field are accepted from the public and passed through the City.
The City also charges usage fees for several facilities; however the fees do not cover the
cost of maintenance for the City.
3.0 RECREATION INVENTORY
3.1 City Parks and Recreational Facilities
Public recreational facilities found within the City’s corporate limits, plus those owned
by the City in adjacent Townships are described below. Combined, these facilities
provide park and open space acreage well in excess of standards established by the
National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) for the community’s population.
Appendix B includes the recommended NRPA standards. Facilities that are City owned
are listed in Table 3-1 and also indentified on the Map 3-1, City Parks and Recreational
Facilities Map, found in Appendix A of this document.
Table 3-1
City of Munising Recreational Facilities

1. Bayshore Park

Size: Approximately 4.5 acres
(includes marina)

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 3

Bayshore Park is situated at the harbor area.
 New pavilion constructed in 2008 via local fundraising efforts
 North side of pavilion enclosed to provide shelter from onshore winds
 Accessible restrooms/drinking fountain located in Harbor Master’s building
 Picnic tables (14), grills (5), benches (3) available for day use
 Recently installed an underground sprinkler system, planted flowers, added historical signage
 Beachfront has unsupervised area for swimming and wading
 Parking lot located on south side of Veterans Memorial Drive to supplement available street
parking
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o

Parking lot can accommodate motor homes and vehicles with trailers carrying
campers/boats
 Informational kiosk located near the pavilion
 All Veterans Memorial is located at the east end of Veterans Memorial Drive and is an
impressive tribute to area veterans
 Special events scheduled during the summer include:
o Independence Day celebration and fireworks
o Concerts on Tuesday evenings
o Farmer’s Market
o Community Bread Oven
o Weddings and Receptions
2. City Marina

Size: Approximately 4.5 acres
(includes Bayshore Park)

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 4

The City Marina is located adjacent to Bayshore Park.
 Currently maintains 19 slips designed for boats up to 30’ in length.
 Additional 300’ of dock available for broadside mooring
 Additional 300’ of usable docking space along the adjacent L-dock
 Fuel (gasoline only) available
 Electricity (20, 30, 50 amp)
 Sanitation services
 Restrooms and showers located in the Harbor Master’s building
 Ice, grills and picnic tables available for use
 Slip space rented on an annual basis
 Transient boaters pay a daily dockage rate
 Pictured Rocks boat excursions operate from the marina’s L-dock
 Public parking available
 Wayside exhibits on dock history and anchors
 City currently developing a harbor upgrade study
 Dock attendant on site daily
MDNR Grant History
 Project Number: TF90-3111
 Year: 1990
 Grant Amount: $315,000
 Project Status: Closed
 Project Description:
o Floating Pier System
o Harbor Master Building
o Dredging
o Miscellaneous Site Work
o Water
o Contingencies
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3. Munising Municipal Boat Launch

Size: Approximately
2.25 acres

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 3

The Munising Municipal Boat Launch is located in the Brown’s Addition Area.
 Hard surfaced ramp
 Two courtesy piers
 Parking capacity of 71
 Picnic area
 Site does not provide toilet facilities, restrooms located at adjacent ballfield
 City is scheduled to install two new boat launch ramps, restrooms and a fish cleaning station
(utilizing grant funding)
4. Tannery Park Overlook

Size: Approximately 0.33
acres

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 5

The Tannery Park Overlook is located on Washington Street near Munising Falls.
 Former Washington Street Park
 City removed nonstandard size tennis courts in 2007
 Installed a picnic area and wooden deck overlooking scenic Munising Bay
 Ideal area for picnicking
 The City would like to install playground equipment
5. Tot Lot at Brown’s Addition

Size: Approximately 0.5
acres

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 2

The Tot Lot at Brown’s Addition is a mini park located on the corner of Portage Street and M-28 West.
 Paved basketball court
 Several playground apparatuses
 Picnic tables
 Portions of playground equipment replaced in 2005 as a result of community fundraising efforts
 Munising Lions Club installed fencing around the tot lot
 Flower planting
 Off street parking available
6. Tot Lot at Lynn Street

Size: Approximately 0.6
acres

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 2

The Tot Lot at Lynn Street is located on Lynn Street, along West Chocolay Street.
 City owned facility
 Five individual playground apparatuses
 Sandbox in the playlot area
 Two fenced and unlit tennis courts adjoining the playlot
o Maintained by the Tennis Association with assistance from the City
 Benches located on the side of each tennis court
 Playground equipment was upgraded in 2007
o Tot lot expanded and landscaped
o Improvements accomplished through local fundraising efforts
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Size: Approximately 0.3 acres

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 2

Alger Centennial Arena is located at 110 East Varnum Street.
 Concession area
 Kitchen
 Changing rooms
 Restrooms
 Artificial ice surface (seasonal)
 24,000 sq. foot building constructed in 1985
 Equipped with artificial ice making ability in 1994
 Facility is rented for group events when not in use as an ice arena
 During the winter the arena is mainly used by the local hockey program
o Alternative hours set aside for open skate
 City took over operational responsibility for the arena in 2007
 Arena in need of major renovations
o Overhead structural beams
o An addition to house the zamboni at an alternate location
o A new zamboni
o Renovations to the lockerooms, restrooms, kitchen/concession area
o Upgrades to the balcony with a glass enclosure for viewing
MDNR Grant History
 Project Number: 26-01322
 Year: 1984
 Grant Amount: $219,992.37
 Project Status: Closed
 Project Description:
o Ice Arena Building
o Site Development
8. Tourist Park

Size: Approximately 91 acres

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 3

Tourist Park is located in Grand Island Township on Lake Superior.
 78 modern campsites with electricity and water and 8 sewer sites
 14 rustic tent sites on Lake Superior
 Sand beach on lakefront
 Office for registration and snacks
 Pavilion structure
 Building housing restrooms and showers
 City owned facility is operated through a concessionaire contract for which competitive bids are
solicited annually
 Tourist Park completed a $286,500 renovation and expansion in the summer of 2008.
o Two new restrooms in combination with a pavilion
o New shower facilities
o 8 new modern sites completed that provide a direct sewage connection
o Bridge crossing the small creek constructed uniting the two sides of the property
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o Boardwalk and new deck built on the west side
 The campground has City water and needs a well as a backup
 The campground’s old bath house is in need of updating
MDNR Grant History
 Project Number: 26-00213
 Year: 1970
 Grant Amount: $78,727.92
 Project Status: Closed
 Project Description:
o 70 Site Campground
o Electric Service
o Roads
o Shelter
o Office
o Dump Station
o Camp Stoves
o Picnic Tables
o Landscaping
o Water System






Project Number: TF06-082
Year: 2006
Grant Amount: $210,500
Project Status: Active
Project Description:
o Pavilion w/Restrooms/Showers
o Campsites (Grading/Paving)
o Well/Septic
o Water, Sewer, Electric Services
o Timber Foot Bridge
o Viewing Platform
o MNRTF Plaque

9. Heroes Field

Size: Approximately 2.75 acres

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 3

Heroes Field is located in Brown’s Addition on City property.
 City owned ballfield
 Serves as the “home” field for many age groups
 Masonry building containing grade-level restrooms and storage
 Two sets of portable bleachers
 Dugouts
 Backstop
 Light for night games
 Batting cage
 Fencing surrounding the playing area
 Parking at the site is limited
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 Installation of a new scoreboard
 Other minor improvements
 Installation of underground sprinkler system
o Through fundraising efforts of the local softball group
 Field in need of replacement lighting and new dugouts
 Field converted to an outdoor skating rink during the winter
o Created and maintained by the Munising Department of Public Works
10. Skate Park

Size: Approximately 0.15 acres

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 2

The skate park is located across from Alger Centennial Arena on Varnum Street and Park Street.
 Recreational area for skateboarders to develop their sport and technique
 Land was donated to the City
 Local fundraising provided equipment for the skate park

3.2 Area Parks and Recreational Facilities
Some of the parks and recreational facilities located in close proximity to the City are
detailed in this section, in Table 3-2. Publicly and privately owned facilities are
presented.
Table 3-2
Area Recreation Facilities

1. Anna River Boat Launch Ramp

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 2

The Anna River Boat Launch Ramp is located on Neenah Paper property.
 Hard surfaced ramp for launching into the river
 Accessible pier that extends into Munising Bay
 Parking capacity of 62
 Rustic toilets placed at the site are the responsibility of the City
2. Kid’s Connection Playground

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 2

Kid’s Connection Playground is located on the property of the Munising Public Schools adjacent to the
Central Elementary School on Jewell Street.
 Rustic-like motif within a fenced area
 Unsupervised play allowed from 8am to 10pm
 Facility is in good condition
 Constructed as a community project
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3. Munising Falls

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 4

Munising Falls is located on Washington Street.
 Part of the Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore
 Accessible site
 Parking area
 Picnic areas
 Restrooms
 Munising Falls Interpretive Center
 Scenic ½ mile walk to the base of the 50’ waterfall
4. Rudy Olson Memorial Falls

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 3

Rudy Olson Memorial Falls may be accessed from H-58 at the base of Washington Street.
 Formerly known as Tannery Falls
 Donated to the Michigan Nature Association by the window of Mr. Olson in 1987
 No provisions for visitor parking
 Features a drop of about 40’ from a rock shelf to its canyon below
5. MNA Memorial Falls

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 3

MNA Memorial Falls is located a few hundred feet off of Nestor Street on the City’s East side.
 About 500’ from Rudy Olson Memorial Falls, but on a different stream
 Acquired by the Michigan Nature Association in 1987
6. Soccer Field at Munising High School

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 3

The soccer field is located just east of Munising High School.
 Perimeter fencing
7. R.W. Nebel Field

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 3

This facility is located at the end of Park Street at Varnum Street.
 City owned site was leased to the Munising Public Schools in 1965 for 50 years
 Serves as Munising High School’s football stadium (also known as Mustang Stadium)
 Peewee football and T-ball are held here
 Track and field events held here
 New bleachers installed in 1999
8. Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 3

Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore extends from Munising to Grand Marais.
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 Interpretive center located at Munising Falls
o Open May through October
 Year round interagency visitor center located at the junction of M-28/H-58 (E. Munising Ave.)
o Operated in partnership with the U.S. Forest Service
 Park headquarters located at Sand Point
 North Country National Scenic Trail
o Campsites located along trail every 2-5 miles
o Twenty-one single and group campsites along trail
o Non-hikers can access three campgrounds from H-58
 Campsites located at Hurricane River, Twelvemile Beach and Little Beaver
campgrounds
 Have waters, tables, grills and primitive toilets
 Activities include: picnicking, boating, sightseeing, kayaking, canoeing, swimming, hiking, fishing
and hunting
 Winter activities include: cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, snowmobiling, and ice fishing
 Over 20 miles of cross-country ski trails
 50 miles of designated snowmobile routes
 100 miles of hiking trails
 H-58 improvements throughout
 New general management plan released in 2004
o Provides framework for decision making and management of the lakeshore’s resources
and visitor use
o Defines the relationship of the shoreline zone and inland buffer zone at the national
lakeshore
o Discusses the level of improvement for Alger County Road H-58, the main road through
the lakeshore
9. Sand Point Beach

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 3

Sand Point Beach is located on Lake Superior just east of Munising and is part of Pictured Rocks National
Lakeshore.
 Named one of the “Top 5 Summer Beaches in America” by the Weather Channel
 Undeveloped sand beach
o Ideal for children
o Great for kayak launching
o Popular spot for watching the sunset over Munising Bay
 Boardwalk
10. Grand Island

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 3

Grand Island Landing is located 1 mile west of the City limits.
 Land acquired from Cliffs Natural Resources in 1990
 Island is accessible by private boat of Forest Service ferry
 Visitors can hike, camp, fish, sightsee, bike or kayak
 Altran provides a bus tour of the island from June 15th-October
 Ferry departs from Grand Island landing
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All but 44 of the island’s 13,500 acres are part of the Hiawatha National Forest
23 mile trail for biking and hiking follows the shoreline
Campsites include fire rings, picnic tables and bear poles
Day use area has been developed at Murray Bay that includes:
o Toilets
o Benches
o Pedestal grills
 Two cabins are planned for construction
 East Channel Lighthouse can be viewed form the City’s east side
o On private property
o Restoration by volunteers in 2001 included painting and construction of a protective
wooden cribs
11. Wagner Falls

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 2

Wagner Falls is located 1.5 miles south of Munising on M-94.
 Owned and maintained by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources
 Short walking trail begins at the parking area and leads to a series of small waterfalls that stretch
out for 100’
12. Alger Falls

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 3

Alger Falls is located about 1 mile south of Munising at the M-28/M-94 junction.
 Waterfalls cascades down about 30’ of rock
 Easily visible along the east side of M-28
13. Horseshoe Falls

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 3

Horseshoe Falls is accessible from Bell Avenue near the southern City limit.
 Privately owned site
 Small admission fee required
 Open daily from May 1-October 15
14. Grand Island Harbor Scenic
Turnout

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 3

The Scenic Turnout is located just past the western end of the City limits.
 MDOT rest area
 Vaulted toilets, drinking water, picnic table, information
 Short pathway leading to an overlook of Grand Island and Munising Bay
15. Bay Furnace Campground and
Picnic Area

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 3

Bay Furnace Campground is located about 3 miles west of Munising on M-28 in Christmas.
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Located in the Hiawatha National Forest
50 campsites
Vaulted toilet facilities
Sanitation station
Lighted cross-country ski trail

16. Munising Snowmobile Trail

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 3

The Munising Trail branches from the Christmas Trail south of Christmas and extends through the City’s
highlands before entering the residential area at Grand Street.
 Used heavily in winter months
 Snowmobiles are permitted to use designated City roadways with restrictions applied to speed as
well as hours of operation
17. Valley Spur Trail

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 2

The Valley Spur Trail (warming shelter) is located along M-94 about 5 miles southwest of Munising.
 Cross-country ski trail
 12 groomed and marked trails that cover 42 miles
 Rental equipment and food available in the warming shelter
 Included under the Noquemanon Trail Network as of 2007-08
 Grooming and maintenance as well as lodge operations are the responsibility of the non-profit
group, Friends of Valley Spur
 26 miles of biking trails for mountain biking enthusiasts
o All trails shared with hikers
18. Alger County Underwater Preserve

Accessibility Assessment Rating: N/A

The Preserve extends from Au Train Point to Au Sable Point.
 113 square mile area declared as an Underwater Preserve by the MDNR in 1981
 13 dive sites designated where varying features can be viewed at depths from 6’ to 100’
 Sunken ships, large colorful rocks and sea caves
 Shipwrecks include:
o BERMUDA
o MANHATTAN
o HERMAN H. HETTLER
o SMITH MOORE
o SUPERIOR
o KIOWA
o STEVEN M. SELVICK-intentionally sunk steel tug as a dive site
19. U.S. Forest Service Pathways

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 1

U.S. Forest Service Pathways are located throughout the Munising area.
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 Trails accommodate cross-country skiing, biking, hiking and horseback riding
20. Pictured Rocks Golf and Country Club

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 3

Pictured Rocks Golf and Country Club is located east of the City along H-58.
 18-hole course
 6,296 yards of golf from the longest tees
 Par 71
 Front 9 opened in 1968
 Back 9 opened in 1995
 Practice putting green
 Driving range
 Restaurant/bar
 Rental clubs
 Lessons
 Pro shop
21. Robert McQuisten Munising Township
Recreational Area

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 4

The Robert McQuisten Munising Township Recreational Area is located in Wetmore.
 Little League Field
 Two (2) full basketball courts
 Playground
 Boardwalk
 Parking lot
 Munising Township Building was designed and constructed to meet all applicable accessibility
standards at the time of construction
22. Wetmore Community Park

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 4

The Wetmore Community Park is located in Wetmore adjacent to the Munising Township Complex site.
 Two tennis courts
 ½ basketball court
 Tot lot

4.0
4.1

DESCRIPTION OF PLANNING AND PUBLIC INPUT PROCESS
Community Data

4.1.1 Population
For any planning endeavor, careful attention must be given to the analysis of population
trends and projections. Such an analysis is necessary to determine existing or future
needs based on the characteristics of the area’s population. Population analysis assists
with determining the direction of local capital improvements and related expenditures.
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For recreation planning, population data is also useful when applying recreation
standards to a community.
While the population in the State of Michigan increased in the last twenty years, Alger
County and the City of Munising have experienced steady declines. Population trends
are shown in Table 4-1. With a 1940 population of 4,409, the 2000 population was
recorded at 2,539 persons, marking a 42.4 percent decrease. Beginning in 1940,
population loss was recorded in every decade with the most dramatic occurring after
1960. The three-decade period from 1960 to 1990 marked a population decline of 34.1
percent, or 1,445 persons.
Au Train and Munising Townships, both of which border the City, saw their populations
more than double from 1940 to 2000. Populations for all Alger County units of
government from 1940 to 2000 are presented in Table 4-1.
Table 4-1
Population, Selected Areas, 1940-2000

Governmental Unit

1940

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990

2000

% Change
19402000

City of Munising

4,409

4,339

4,228

3,677

3,083

2,783

2,539

-42.4

Au Train Township

467

529

508

545

928

1,047

1,172

+251.0

Burt Township

570

624

457

424

539

508

480

-16.8

-

-

275

246

315

268

231

-

Grand Island Township

31

73

40

32

23

21

45

-31.2

Limestone Township

829

535

330

302

373

334

407

-51.1

Chatham Village

Mathias Township

827

726

742

644

680

563

571

-31.0

Munising Township

1,073

1,412

1,408

1,614

1,963

2,193

3,125

+291.2

234

293

183

128

228

244

310

+24.6

1,727

1,476

1,354

1,202

1,408

1,279

1,213

-29.8

Alger County
10,167
10,007
Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census 1940-2000.

9,250

8,568

9,225

8,972

9,862

-3.0

Onota Township
Rock River Township
(Includes Village of
Chatham)

Population estimates are generally produced every year between decennial censuses for
each incorporated place and county subdivision in the United States. These estimates
are the product of a joint effort by the Population Division of the U.S. Census Bureau
and the Federal State Cooperative Program for Population Estimates (FSCPE). The
estimates show a continuing decline of the population for the City of Munising as well as
Alger County (Table 4-2).
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Table 4-2
Population Estimates, City of Munising and Alger County, 2000-2007
Governmental
Unit

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

% Change
20002007

City of Munising

2,539

2,495

2,463

2,425

2,400

2,353

2,344

2,350

-7.4

Alger County
9,862
9,807
9,736
9,643
9,611
9,539
Source: US Bureau of the Census, Subcounty and County Population Estimates,
http://www.census.gov/popest/cities/SUB-EST2007-states.html, 2009.

9,543

9,588

-2.8

4.1.2 Age Characteristics
The age of the residents of an area may indicate emerging needs for recreational
facilities.

Age Distribution in Munising: 2000
Source: US Bureau of the Census
4%

25%

20%

Preschool : Under 5
School Age: 5-19
Working Age: 20-64
Retirement Age: Over 65

51%

The median age of Munising residents was 43.8 in 2000. Over half of the population is
in the working age category (age 20-64).
4.1.3 Gender
The majority of the population in the City of Munising is female (53.0%).
4.1.4 Household Characteristics
Evaluation of the changes in household characteristics in a community can often provide
additional insights about population trends. Household relationships reflect changing
social values, economic conditions, and demographic changes such as increased lifespan
and the increasing mobility of our society.
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The Census defines a household as all persons who occupy a housing unit, i.e., a single
family, one person living alone, two or more families living together, or any group or
related or unrelated persons sharing living quarters. A family consists of a householder
and one or more persons living in the same household who are related by birth,
marriage, or adoption. A non-family household can be one person living alone, or any
combination of people not related by blood, marriage or adoption.
From 1990 to 2000 the number of households in the City decreased by 48, or 4 percent
as the population dropped almost 9 percent. Concurrently, the average household size
decreased from 2.35 to 2.17 persons. Family households decreased from 740 to 655, or
11 percent. Non-family households, meanwhile, increased by 20.7 percent during the
same period. General household characteristics are presented in Table 4-3.
Table 4-3
Household Characteristics
City of Munising, 1990 - 2000
1990
Household Type

2000

Number

Percent

740

66.0

655

58.7

Married-Couple Family

577

78.0

499

44.8

Female Householder

124

16.7

114

10.2

Male Householder

39

5.3

42

3.8

381

34.0

460

41.3

1,121

100.0

1,115

100.0

Family Households

Non-Family Households
Total Households
Average Household Size

2.35

Number

Percent

2.17

Source: U. S. Bureau of the Census, 1990 Census of the Population and Housing, STF 1A, P003, P016 and H017A; 1980 Census of
the Population and Housing, STF 1, 003, 016 and 035.

4.1.5 Disability
In 2000, the City of Munising had 27 individuals age 5 to 20 with a disability, 208
individuals aged 21 to 64 with a disability and 288 individuals aged 65 and over with a
disability.
4.1.6 Economic Characteristics
Household Income
The median household income, as reported in the 2000 Census was $33,899. There
were 279 individuals with incomes below the established poverty level. The distribution
of income in the city by households is presented below:
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Table 4-4
City of Munising
Income by Household, 1999
Income Range

Number of Households

Percent

Less than $10,000

173

15.1

$10,000 to $14,999

93

8.1

$15,000 to $24,999

161

14.0

$25,000 to $34,999

166

14.4

$35,000 to 49,000

227

19.8

$50,000 to $74,000

216

18.8

$75,000 to $99,999

61

5.3

$100,000 or more

52

4.5

Source: Table DP-3 Profile of Selected Economic Characteristics: 2000, US Bureau of the Census, Census 2000.

Economic Base
The City of Munising benefits from the diversity that exists among area businesses and
industries. Manufacturing industries like the Neenah Paper Mill and the Timber
Products Michigan sawmill and veneer mill provide a strong base of employment.
According to the US Bureau of the Census, nearly 20 percent of Munising workers are
employed by the manufacturing industry.
Economic activity in the service and retail trade sectors has favorably impacted
employment as the tourist industry has grown. Community groups such as the Alger
County Economic Development Corporation, Greater Munising Bay Partnership for
Commerce Development and Munising Downtown Development Authority have worked
to bring about infrastructure improvements and have initiated marketing programs
which have benefitted the local economy. The City’s industrial park has water, sewer,
electricity, gas and all-season road access available, but is largely unoccupied.
4.1.7 Population Density
The City's land area of 5.4 square miles and 2000 population of 2,539 results in a
population density of 474 persons per square mile. Alger County's 2000 population
density was 10.7 persons per square mile, while the State of Michigan's was 175.0
persons.
4.1.8 Area Physical Characteristics
Bedrock
The bedrock of Munising is made up principally of permeable sandstone (Map 4-1).
Jacobsville Sandstone with a thickness of about 1,000 feet lies directly on top of
Precambrian rocks. Munising Sandstone comprises another layer and is approximately
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150 feet thick. It is covered in most places by glacial deposits and has good potential as
a groundwater aquifer. Cambrian sandstone known as Trempealeau Formation
underlies the eastern portion of the City. Trempealeau is somewhat similar to Munising
Sandstone in composition and is also a good source of groundwater. It is made up of
layers of dolomite, dolomitic sandstone, and pure quartz sandstone. Those areas of the
City furthest east from Lake Superior are underlain by Prairie du Chien Formation which
is similar to the composition of Trempealeau Formation and Munising Sandstone.
Prairie du Chien does not generally contain much glauconite (a mineral consisting of iron
potassium silicate), which is found in abundance in Trempealeau Formation. Like the
other sandstone bedrock, this formation is likely to be a good source of groundwater.
Surface Geology
Surface geology deposits in the City of Munising are primarily the result of glacial
activity. Local bedrock is generally overlain by glacial deposition in excess of 5 feet. The
morainal deposits consisting of predominately sand and gravel till form the higher
elevations on the west side of the City. Some rock outcrops are found as well.
Shoreline areas are generally consisting of glacial lake deposits of well sorted and
permeable sand.
Soil
Soil formation is the result of glaciers moving over bedrock material, whose massive
pressure and slow movement turn the solid rock into extremely fine-ground material.
Most of the City is covered by soils of the Karlin-Blue Lake association which are level to
very steep, well drained, loamy and sandy. Soils of the Munising-Steuben association
are found in the remainder of the City and are dominantly loamy, moderately well
drained and well drained, and of nearly level to very steep. Soils found in these soil
associations have moderate to very rapid permeability which is generally favorable for
septic tank absorption systems. Severe limitations exist, though, in areas that
experience seasonally high water tables, or in areas where an impermeable fragipan is
present below the surface. In some areas, ground water pollution is a concern due to
the substratum’s high rate of permeability. Runoff potential of these soils is
characterized as low.
Topography
The City’s terrain ranges from very hilly inland to nearly level along the shoreline. Lake
Superior’s mean elevation is 602 feet above sea level. Elevations reach as high as 960
feet above sea level on the southwestern and eastern City boundaries. These conditions
have limited development to areas of lower elevation and less severe gradient.
Developed lands generally slope toward Lake Superior.
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Water Features
Water features within and adjacent to the City of Munising include the Anna River,
Munising Falls Creek, Tannery Creek, Joe’s Creek and Lake Superior.
The Anna River originates at the Anna Marsh in the Hiawatha National Forest southwest
of the City and flows along the eastern edge of the downtown area into Munising Bay of
Lake Superior immediately east of the Neenah paper mill. Munising Falls Creek enters
the City from the east and empties into Munising Bay just north of Tannery Creek.
Tannery Creek enters Lake Superior about one-half mile northeast of the mouth of the
Anna River. Joe’s Creek flows from the high elevations along the west side of Brook
Street and enters the Anna River east of the Canadian National railroad tracks nearly
due north of Sheridan Avenue.
Lake Superior is the largest body of fresh water on the planet and the largest of the
Great Lakes. It is about 350 miles in length, 160 miles wide at a depth as great as 1,300
feet. Immortalized in Henry Longfellow’s “Song of Hiawatha,” Lake Superior is inspiring
in its size, depth, and beauty. The City’s 6.7 miles of Lake Superior shoreline provides a
panoramic view of the Bay and Grand Island. Although identified as South Bay on many
maps, it is locally known as Munising Bay. Activity along the shoreline peaks in the
summer season with attractions such as Pictured Rocks boat tours, the Alger
Underwater Preserve located in Munising Bay, glass-bottom boat excursions, sport
fishing, varied recreational activity within the Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore and as
the gateway to the Grand Island National Recreation Area.
Floodplains and Wetlands
Wetland areas exist along and near the M-28 corridor adjacent to the Anna River. The
Federal Emergency Management Agency determines flood hazard areas in consonance
with its administration of the National Flood Insurance Program. The City has been
classified as all “Zone C” which means no special flood hazard areas have been
determined within the City. Lake Superior’s Open Coast Flood Level for the 100-year
floodplain is 604.3 feet above mean sea level. Use of the term “100-year floodplain” has
been replaced with the newer designation of “base flood.”
Mineral Resources
Sandstone formations along the Lake Superior shoreline extend from Sault Ste. Marie to
Duluth. Quarrying of Jacobsville sandstone began in the late 1800s at multiple locations
along the shoreline.
Several quarries mined red and tan colored sandstone in the Munising area including at
Sand Point. Nearby sandstone quarries were located in Grand Island Township at
Powell’s Point, the Bay Furnace area, and on the southwest end of Grand Island Bay.
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Stone from Powell’s Point was used to build the Lincoln School and the Sacred Heart
Convent/School (now known as the Jericho House) in Munising. Iron blast furnaces
were constructed of sandstone mined from the Grand Island and Powell’s Point
quarries. The Schoolcraft Iron Company and the Bay Furnace Company opened these
quarries in the 1860's and operations flourished through the early 1900's.
An active City-owned sand pit is located on St. Martin Road. Sand from the pit is used in
City construction projects, as well as for road safety during the winter months.
Climate
Lake Superior is a major factor in the local climate. The lake effect increases cloudiness
and snowfall during the fall and winter and also modifies temperatures, keeping them
cooler during the late spring and early summer, and warmer during the late fall and
early winter. July is, on average, the sunniest month while November and December
average the least amount of potential sunshine. As ice builds on Lake Superior, the City
experiences temperature variations similar to interior locations. The prevailing wind is
westerly, averaging 9 miles per hour. The mean annual temperature is 42 degrees
Fahrenheit. January’s temperature mean of 17 degrees Fahrenheit makes it the coldest
month while July with a mean temperature of 65 degrees Fahrenheit is the warmest.
Recorded extremes are -40 and +103 degrees Fahrenheit.
Precipitation from 1951 to 1980 averaged 33.45 inches per year. The annual snowfall
average during the years 1950 to 1980 was 147 inches. The average growing season is
about 107 days based on the average last freezing date of June 6 and average first
freeze date of September.
4.1.9 Land Use
The current land use inventory of the City of Munising indicates that 2,540 acres of land
is in forest use, or about 75 percent of the City’s total land use. In terms of total
acreage, this land use category is followed by urban and built up and nonforested which
consume 688 and 92 acres, respectively.
4.1.10 Local Transportation System
Highway M-28 extends approximately 3.0 miles through the City, entering at the southcentral boundary and following the Lake Superior shoreline to the northwest corporate
city limit bordering Grand Island Township. Traffic from the south and east converge at
the intersection of M-28 and M-94 just south of the City limit.
The City’s 7.49 miles of designated major streets include the following:
Munising Avenue-H-58 east of Cedar Street
Washington Street-Sand Point Road
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Superior Street from Hickory to Cedar
Onota from Elm to Cedar
Chocolay from Elm to Maple
Jewell from Elm to Maple
Veterans Memorial Drive
Elm from Jewell to Veterans Memorial Drive
Maple from Jewell to Munising Avenue
Birch from Onota to Munising Avenue
Hickory, Hemlock, Spruce, and Lynn Streets from Superior to Munising Avenue
Those city or village roads, exclusive of state trunk line highways, county roads and
those included in the major street system, constitute the local street system. Munising
has 11.55 miles of designated local streets. The process of approval, additions and
deletions is the same as with other road system designations.
4.1.11 Zoning
Land use is regulated by a municipal zoning ordinance. The City Zoning Administrator is
responsible for its implementation. The Planning Commission hears conditional use
permit and various other requests. The Zoning Board of Appeals hears variance
requests.
4.2

PLANNING METHODS

One method to assess community recreation needs is the standard system. Standards
that have been developed by the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA)
provide a scale against which an existing recreation system can be measured so the
guidelines for future needs can be created. Standards link the number of acres to the
community’s population.
4.2.1 Suggested Facility Development Standards
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Grants Management Division
”Guidelines for the Development of Community Park, Recreation, Open Space and
Greenway Plans” includes a table of suggested facility development standards which can
be found in Appendix B.
A direct comparison of the suggested facility development standards to the existing
facilities owned by the City of Munising is shown below.
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Comparison of Existing Recreational Facilities to Suggested NRPA Standards
City of Munising
Activity/Facility
No. of units per
Standard required
No. of Existing
Deficiency per
population
for area
Facilities
Standards?
Badminton
1 per 5000
1.3
0
Yes
Basketball
1 per 5000
1.3
1
No
Handball (3-4 wall)
1 per 20,000
0.3
0
Yes
Indoor1 per 100,000
0.07
Ice Hockey
1
No
OutdoorDepends on climate
Tennis
1 court per 2000
3.3
2
No
Volleyball
1 court per 5000
1.3
0
Yes
Baseball
1. Official

1 per 5000

1.3

1

No

Lighted1 per 30,000
1 per 20,000
1 per 20,000
1 per 10,000
1 per 50,000
1 per 20,000
1 per 5,000 (if also
used for youth
baseball)

0.2

1

No

0.3
0.3
0.6
0.1
0.3

0
1 (school)
1 (school)
0
0

Yes
No
No
Yes
Yes

1.3

1

No

Multiple Recreation
Court (Basketball,
Volleyball, Tennis)

1 per 10,000

0.6

0

Yes

Trails

1 system per region

N/A

Archery Range
Combination Skeet and
Trap Field (8 station)
Golf
1. Par 3 (18hole)

1 per 50,000

0.1

4+ (not City
owned)
0

Yes

1 per 50,000

0.1

0

Yes

-

0

No

1/25,000

0.3

0

No

1/50,000

0.1

1 (privately
owned)

No

0.3

0

Yes

N/A

2

N/A

2.

Little League

Field Hockey
Football
Soccer
Golf-driving range
¼ - Mile Running Track
Softball

2.

3.

9-hole
standard

--

18-hole
standard

Swimming Pools

Beach Areas

1 per 20,000
(Pools should
accommodate 3% to
5% of the total
population at a time.)
N/A
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4.2.2 Recommended Classification System for Local and Regional Recreation Open
Space and Trails
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Grants Management Division
“Guidelines for the Development of Community Park, Recreation, Open Space and
Greenway Plans” includes a table of a recommended classification system for local and
regional recreation open space and trails which can be found in Appendix C.
Mini Parks
Facility Name

Acreage

Skate Park
Tannery Park Overlook
Total Mini Park Acreage

0.15 Acres
0.33 Acres
0.48 Acres

Neighborhood Parks
Facility Name

Acreage

Tot Lot at Brown’s Addition
Tot Lot at Lynn Street
Total Neighborhood Park Acreage
Community Parks
Facility Name

0.5 Acres
0.6 Acres
0.11 Acres

Acreage

Bayshore Park/City Marina
Munising Municipal Boat Launch
Total Community Park Acreage
Sports Parks
Facility Name

4.5 Acres
2.25 Acres
6.75 Acres

Acreage

Alger Centennial Arena
Heroes Field
Total Sports Park Acreage

0.3 Acres
2.75 Acres
3.05 Acres

Regional Parks
Facility Name

Acreage

Tourist Park
Total Regional Park Acreage

91 Acres
91 Acres
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Acreage

2 to 4

Standard
Acreage

7 to 14

Standard
Acreage

36 to 58

Standard
Acreage

N/A
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Acreage
58 to 72
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4.2.3 National Park and Recreation Standards for Park Acreage
The National Park and Recreation Association has suggested standards for park size and
type based on the population of the area. No standards exist to determine how much
open space a community needs; however, these standards can be used as guidelines in
the planning process. Appendix D includes a table of these suggested standards.
The City of Munising possesses over 101 acres of City owned public parks and recreation
land. The breakdown of this recreational land includes 0.48 acres of mini parks, 0.11
acres of neighborhood parks, 6.75 acres of community parks, 3.05 acres of sports parks
and 91 acres of regional parks. Comparing the NPRA standards with the number of
acres of recreational land found in the City, the City has excess acreage of land in one of
five of the park and recreation types. The City should look to increase the total acreage
of recreation land in the City.
4.2.4 Barrier Free Accessibility Requirements for Parks
The barrier free accessibility requirements for parks is provided in Appendix E.
4.3 Systems Approach to Planning
The systems approach to planning incorporates information gained from citizen surveys
and detailed recreation inventories to determine the recreation needs of a community.
4.3.1 The Public Input Process
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources requires that two methods be used to
incorporate public input into the recreation planning process. The City of Munising
inserted a survey into the local newspaper regarding recreation. A copy of the survey
can be found in Appendix F. The results of the community survey are also presented in
Appendix F. Approximately 125 surveys were returned.
The City of Munising advertised the draft plan was available for review on November 18,
2009. A copy of the advertisement can be found in Appendix G. After the 30 day public
review period, the City of Munising held a public hearing on December 21, 2009 to
secure public input regarding to this recreation plan. A copy of the minutes from this
meeting can be found in Appendix G.
The City of Munising advertised that the draft amendments were available for review on
July 13, 2011. A copy of the advertisement is included in Appendix G. The Munising City
Commission approved the amendments at a public City Commission meeting held
August 3, 2011. The amendments were available for public review for 21 days.
In 2012, the City of Munising advertised that additional draft amendments were
available for review on December 28, 2011. A copy of the advertisement is included in
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Appendix G. The Munising City Commission approved the amendments at a public City
Commission meetings held January 16, 2012. The amendments were available for
public review for 20 days.
5.0

GOALS

The goals that follow are guides for recreation related decision making. Consideration
and observance of recreation policies should ultimately lead a community toward the
attainment of its short and long term goals.
Specific development projects and programs should initially be evaluated with respect
to the recreation goals and then in terms of the proposal’s contribution to the
recreation system of the City of Munising. Goals developed by the Recreation
Committee are listed below.
Goal: To provide the citizens of Munising and the surrounding areas with the
most diverse array of recreational opportunities possible.

Goal: To provide our community opportunities to stay healthy while
exercising.

Goal: To provide quality family time through recreation.

Goal: Offer year-round recreation opportunities 365 days a year.

Goal: Offer recreation facilities that the Munising community can be proud of.

Goal: Offer recreation opportunities of all types to all ages and genders.
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5.1 Identified Recreational Needs
The City of Munising Recreation Committee, through the recreation development
schedule, planned a number of necessary and valuable recreation projects to enhance
the quality of life for all demographic groups. The Committee has also recognized the
need for maintenance improvements to existing facilities that are not specifically
reflected in the City’s capital plan. These maintenance improvements are performed by
City staff with the volunteer assistance from the community as needed.
The recreation development schedule highlights the City’s top priorities as follows:
Table 5-1
Recreation Development Schedule
City of Munising
Ranking

Project Name

Year

Cost (Funding Source)

1

Marina Expansion

Present2014

State, Federal and Private Grants
Local Match-Marina Fund

2

Tourist Park Playground

2012

3

Tourist Park Upgrades

2012

4

Playground Equipment Upgrades

Present2014

5

Munising Bay Trail Network

2012-2014

6

Accessible Kayak Launch Facilities

2012-2014

7

Bike Path

Present2011

8

Alger Arena

2013

9

Brown’s Addition Boat Launch

2009

MDNR Recreation Grant-Awarded
Local Match-Marina Fund

10

Baseball Field

2010

State, Federal and Private Grants
Local Match-General Fund

11

Tennis Courts Addition

2011

State, Federal and Private Grants
Local Match-General Fund

12

Land Acquisition

Present2014

State, Federal and Private Grants
Local Match-General Fund

State, Federal and Private Grants
Local Match-General Fund
State, Federal and Private Grants
Local Match-General Fund
State, Federal and Private Grants
Local Match-General Fund
State and Private and Grants
Local Match-General Fund
Fundraisers
State and Federal Grants
Local Match-General Fund
MDOT Transportation Enhancement Grant
Local Match-General Fund
State, Federal and Private Grants
Local Match-General Fund

Each project listed in the Recreation Development Schedule is described in detail below.
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1. Marina Expansion
The marina is conveniently located within Munising’s DDA District. The marina is
currently filled to capacity, with a waiting list. There is also a commercial enterprise,
Pictured Rocks Tours, which operates from the marina. An expansion would include
one or two new piers with slips. One pier would be a floating pier and the other
would be a fixed pier. The DDA purchased land that would be used as parking and
the main pier would be added on for protection.
2. Tourist Park Playground Equipment
The Tourist Park playground is long overdue for replacement equipment. The
project would entail a complete overhaul of the equipment. All equipment would be
replaced with new and wood chips would be installed for a soft ground cover.
3. Tourist Park Upgrades
The Tourist Park is extremely popular with campers and is at capacity for a large
portion of the season. Tourist Park is in need of several upgrades on the east side of
the park, including new restrooms and showers. Existing sites located on the east
side need to be modernized. The Park is also in need of drainfield, septic and dump
station upgrades. The City would like to increase the number of full hook-up
campsites available. A replacement well will also be required. The City would also
like to construct a dock/launch station for small vessels.
4. Playground Equipment Upgrades
All existing City playgrounds are in need of playground equipment upgrades. The
vast majority of the existing playground equipment is outdated; safety
improvements would be a benefit of equipment replacement as well. The City
would also like to increase the amount and variety of playground equipment
available at parks throughout the City.
5. Munising Bay Trail Network
As previously discussed, trail development is a priority for the City of Munising. The
Munising Bay Trail Network would consist of a single track multi-use trail with
bridges and overlooks resulting in approximately 25 miles of finished trail. The trail
network would include three trailheads: one in Tourist Park, one at Hillside and one
at Valley Spur. Portions of the trail will be handicapped accessible and meet or
exceed ADA requirements. The trail network will be available to all levels of users,
from beginners to intermediate.
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6. Accessible Kayak Launch Facilities
The City would like to work with the National Park Service and the United States
Forest Service to develop three handicapped accessible kayak launch facilities. The
three proposed locations include Sand Point, Grand Island Landing and the Anna
River Fishing Pier.
7. Bike Path
As shown in the recreation survey, the bike path is Munising citizens’ most significant
project. The project would consist of a bike path connecting the Tourist Park
Campground with Washington Street. This project would give Munising residents
and tourists an alternative, environmentally friendly way to travel.
8. Alger Arena
The Alger Arena is in need of several updates, ranging from a new set of locker
rooms with showers, to a dehumidification system. The Zamboni is in need of
replacement, along with a garage on the southwest corner to house it. The
bleachers are also outdated. The addition of a heated viewing area would be
valuable.
9. Brown’s Addition Boat Launch
The only boat launch in Munising is well utilized during the summer, but the boat
launch was installed back when boats were smaller and fewer. The docks are not
long enough and it is difficult for boats over 24’ to launch. The project would install
two new piers, new launch pad systems, paved parking and a restroom facility.
10. Baseball Field
Munising’s lone baseball field is in need of new dugouts, lights and bleachers. The
parking area also needs to be resurfaced and a storage facility would be beneficial.
11. Tennis Courts
Tennis is a growing sport in Munising. The City currently has one set of courts, which
are used frequently. Four courts and a restroom facility need to be constructed, so
Munising can host high school tennis matches. This project will most likely require
land acquisition through the MDNR Trust Fund.
12. Land Acquisition
The City would like to acquire additional land for recreational purposes in various
locations, when feasible.
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APPENDIX A
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Appendix A
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APPENDIX B
NATIONAL PARK AND RECREATION ASSOCIATION
SUGGESTED FACILITY DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

Appendix B

NATIONAL PARK AND RECREATION ASSOCIATION
Suggested Facility Development Standards
Activity/Facility
Badminton

Recommended Space
Requirements
1620 sq. ft.

Recommended size and
dimensions
Singles – 17’ x 44’
Doubles – 20’ x 44’
With 5’ unobstructed
area on all sides.

Recommended
orientation
Long axis north –
south.

No. of units per
population
1 per 5000

Service
Radius
¼ - ½ mile

Basketball
1. Youth

2400–3036 sq. ft.

46’-50’ x 84’

Long axis north –
south.

1 per 5000

¼ - ½ mile

Same as badminton. Outdoor
courts in neighborhood and
community parks, plus active
recreation areas in other park
settings.

Long axis northsouth. Front wall at
north end.

1 per 20,000

15-30
minute
travel time

Long axis northsouth if outdoors.

½ - 1 hour
travel time

Long axis northsouth.

Indoor1 per 100,000
OutdoorDepends on
climate
1 court per
2000

4-wall usually indoor as part of
multi-purpose facility. 3-wall
usually outdoor in park or school
setting.
Climate important consideration
affecting number of units. Best
as part of multi-purpose facility.

Long axis northsouth

1 court per
5000

½ - 1 mile

2.

High School

5040-7280 sq. ft.

50’ x 84’

3.

Collegiate

5600-7980 sq. ft.

50’ x 94’
with 5’ unobstructed
space on all sides
20’ x 40’ – Minimum of
10’ to rear of 3-wall court.
Minimum 20’overhead
clearance.
Rink 85’ x 200’ (minimum
85’ x 185’. Addition 5000
sq. ft. support area).

Handball (3-4 wall)

800 sq. ft. for 4-wall
1000 sq. ft. for 3-wall

Ice Hockey

22,000 sq. ft. including
support area.

Tennis

Minimum of 7,200 sq.
ft. single court. (2
acres for complex.)
Minimum of 4,000 sq.
ft.

Volleyball

36’ x 78’. 12’ clearance
on both sides; 21’
clearance on both ends.
30’ x 60’. Minimum 6’
clearance on all sides.

Appendix B

¼ - ½ mile

Location Notes
Usually in school, recreation
center or church facility. Safe
walking or biking access.

Best in batteries of 2-4. Located
in neighborhood/ community
park or near school site.
Same as other court activities
(e.g., badminton, basketball,
etc.).

NATIONAL PARK AND RECREATION ASSOCIATION
Suggested Facility Development Standards
Activity/Facility
Baseball
3. Official

4.

Little League

Recommended Space
Requirements
3.0-3.85 A minimum

1.2 A minimum

Recommended size and
dimensions
Baselines-90’
Pitching distance60.5’
Foul lines-min. 320’
Center field-400’+
Baselines-60’
Pitching distance-46’
Foul lines-200’
Center field-200’-250’

Field Hockey

Minimum 1.5A

180’ x 300’ with a
minimum of 10’ clearance
on all sides.

Football

Minimum 1.5A

Soccer

1.7 to 2.1 A

160’ x 360’ with a
minimum of 6’ clearance
on all sides.
195’ x 225’ x 330’ to 360’,
with a 10’ minimum
clearance on all sides.

Golf-driving range

13.5 A for minimum of
25 tees

900’ x 690’ wide. Add 12’
width for each additional
tee.

¼ - Mile Running Track

4.3 A

Overall width – 276’
Length – 600’
Track width for 8 to 4
lanes is 32’.

Recommended
orientation

No. of units per
population

Service
Radius

Locate home plate
so pitcher throwing
across sun and
batter not facing it.
Line from home
plate through
pitcher-s mound to
run east-northeast.

1 per 5000

Fall season-long axis
northwest to
southeast. For
longer periods,
north to south.
Same as field
hockey.
Same as field
hockey.

1 per 10,000

Long axis
southwest/northeast
with golfer driving
toward northeast.
Long axis in sector
from north to south
to northwest/
southeast with finish
line at northerly end.

1 per 50,000

30 minutes
travel time.

1 per 20,000

15-30
minutes
travel time.
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¼ - ½ mile

Part of neighborhood complex.
Lighted fields part of community
complex.

1 per 20,000

15-30
minutes
travel time

Usually part of baseball, football,
or soccer complex in community
park or adjacent to high school.

1 per 20,000

15-30
minutes
travel time.
1-2 miles

Same as field hockey.

Lighted1 per 30,000

Number of units depends on
popularity. Youth soccer on
smaller fields adjacent to schools
or neighborhood parks.
Part of golf course complex as a
separate unit. May be privately
operated.
Usually part of high school or
community park complex in
combination with football,
soccer, etc.

NATIONAL PARK AND RECREATION ASSOCIATION
Suggested Facility Development Standards
Activity/Facility
Softball

Recommended Space
Requirements
1.5 t 2.0 A

Multiple Recreation
Court (Basketball,
Volleyball, Tennis)
Trails

9.840 sq. ft.

Archery Range

Minimum 0.65 A

N/A

Recommended size and
dimensions
Baselines–60’
Pitching distance -45’
(men),
-40’ (women).
Fast pitch field radius
from plate – 225’
between foul lines.
Slow pitch -275’ (men)
-250’ (women)
120’ x 80’

Well defined head.
CapacityRural trails – 40
hikers/day/mile.
Urban trails – 90
hikers/day/mile.
300’ length x minimum
10’ between targets.
Roped clear space on
sides of range. Minimum
of 30’ clear space behind
targets. Minimum of 90’
x 45’ with bunker.

Recommended
orientation
Same as baseball.

No. of units per
population
1 per 5,000 (if
also used for
youth baseball)

Service
Radius
¼ - to ½ mile

Long axis of courts
with primary use
north-south
N/A

1 per 10,000

1 – 2 miles

1 system per
region

N/A

Archer facing north +
or + 45 degrees.

1 per 50,000

30 minutes
travel time
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Location Notes
Slight difference in dimensions
for 16” slow pitch. May also be
used for youth baseball.

In neighborhood or community
parks.

Part of a regional/ metro park
complex.

NATIONAL PARK AND RECREATION ASSOCIATION
Suggested Facility Development Standards
Activity/Facility
Combination Skeet and
Trap Field (8 station)

Recommended Space
Requirements
Minimum 30 A

Recommended size and
dimensions
All walks and structures
occur within an area
approximately 130’ wide
by 115’ deep. Minimum
cleared area is contained
within two superimposed
segments with 100-yard
radii (4 acres). Shot-fall
danger zone is contained
within two superimposed
segments with 300-yard
radii (36 acres).

Recommended
orientation
Center line of length
runs northeast/
southwest with
shooter facing
northeast

Average length
varies- 600-2700
yards.
Average length
2250 yards.
Average length
6500 yards.
Teaching-minimum of 25
yards x 45’ even depth of
3 to 4 feet. Competitiveminimum of 25m x 16m.
Minimum of 27 square
feet of water surface per
swimmer. Ratio of 2:1
deck vs. water.

Majority of holes on
north-south axis.

No. of units per
population
1 per 50,000

Service
Radius
30 minutes
travel time

Location Notes
Part of a regional/ metro park
complex.

Golf
4.

Par 3 (18-hole)

5.

9-hole standard

50-60 A

Minimum 50 A
6.

18-hole
standard

Swimming Pools

Minimum 110 A
Varies on size of pool
and amenities. Usually
1 to 2 A site.

--

½ to 1 hour
travel time

9-hole course can accommodate
350 people per day. 18-hole
course can accommodate 500550 people per day. Course may
be located in community park or
school site.

15 to 30
minutes
travel time

Pools for general community use
should be planned for teaching,
competitive, and recreational
purposes with enough depth to
accommodate 1 m and 3m
diving boards. Located in
community park or school site.

1/25,000
1/50,000

None-although care
must be taken in
sighting of lifeguard
stations in relation
to afternoon sun.
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1 per 20,000
(Pools should
accommodate
3% to 5% of the
total population
at a time.)

NATIONAL PARK AND RECREATION ASSOCIATION
Suggested Facility Development Standards
Activity/Facility
Beach Areas

Recommended Space
Requirements
N/A

Recommended size and
dimensions
Beach area should have
50 sq. ft. of land and 50
sq. ft. of water per user.
Turnover rate is 3. There
should be 3-4 A
supporting land per A of
beach.

Recommended
orientation
N/A

No. of units per
population
N/A

Service
Radius
½ to 1 hour
travel time

Location Notes
Should have sand bottom with
slope a maximum of 5 % (flat
preferable). Boating areas
completely segregated from
swimming areas. In regional/
metro parks.

Adapted from:
Lancaster, R.A., Ed. Recreation, Park and Open Space Standards and Guidelines. Alexandria, VA: National Recreation and Park
Association, 1983.
Mertes, J.D. and J.R. Hall. Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Guidelines. Alexandria, VA: National Recreation and Park
Association, 1995.

Appendix B

CITY OF MUNISING

RECREATION PLAN 2010-2014

APPENDIX C
NATIONAL PARK AND RECREATION ASSOCIATION
RECOMMENDED CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL RECREATION
OPENSPACE AND TRAILS

Appendix C

NATIONAL PARK AND RECREATION ASSOCIATION
RECOMMENDED CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL RECREATION OPEN SPACE AND TRAILS
Classification
Mini-Park
Neighborhood
Park

School-Park

Community
Park

Large Urban
Park

Natural
Resource Areas
Greenways
Sports Complex

General Description
Used to address limited, isolated or unique
recreational needs.
Neighborhood park remains the basic unit of the park
system and serves as the recreational and social
focus of the neighborhood. Focus is on informal
active and passive recreation.
Depending on circumstances, combining parks with
school sites can fulfill the space requirements for
other classes of parks, such as neighborhood,
community, sports complex and special use.
Serves broader purpose than neighborhood park.
Focus is on meeting community-based recreation
needs, as well as preserving unique landscapes and
open spaces.
Large urban parks serve a broader purpose than
community parks and are used when community and
neighborhood parks are not adequate to serve the
needs of the community. Focus is on meeting
community-based recreational needs, as well as
preserving unique landscapes and open spaces.
Lands set aside for preservation of significant natural
resources, remnant landscapes, open space, and
visual aesthetics/buffering.
Effectively tie park system components together to
form a continuous park environment.
Consolidates heavily programmed athletic fields and
associated facilities to larger and fewer sites

Location Criteria
Less than ¼ mile distance in
residential setting.
¼ - to ½ -mile distance and
uninterrupted by non-residential
roads and other physical barriers.

Size Criteria
Between 2500 sq. ft. and one acre
in size.
5 acres is considered minimum
size. 5 to 10 acres is optimal.

Determine by location of school
district property.

Variable-depends on function.

Determined by the quality and
suitability of the site. Usually
serves two or more neighborhoods
and ½ to 3 mile distance.
Determined by the quality and
suitability of the site. Usually
serves the entire community.

As needed to accommodate
desired uses. Usually between 30
and 50 acres.

Resource availability and
opportunity.

Variable.

Resource availability and
opportunity.
Strategically located communitywide facilities.

Variable.
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As needed to accommodate
desired uses. Usually a minimum
of 50 acres, with 75 or more acres
being optimal.

Determined by projected demand.
Usually a minimum of 25 acres,

NATIONAL PARK AND RECREATION ASSOCIATION
RECOMMENDED CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL RECREATION OPEN SPACE AND TRAILS
Classification

General Description
strategically located throughout the community.
Special Use
Covers a broad range of parks and recreation
facilities oriented toward single- purpose use.
Private
Parks and recreation facilities that are privately
Park/Recreation owned yet contribute to the public park and
Facility
recreation system.
Park Trail
Multipurpose trails located within greeways, parks
and natural resource areas. Focus is on recreational
value and harmony with natural environment.

Connector Trails Multipurpose trails that emphasize safe travel for
pedestrians to and from parks and around the
community. Focus is on recreational value and
harmony with natural environment.

On-Street
Bikeways

Paved segments of roadways that serve as a means
to safely separate bicyclists from vehicular traffic.

All-Terrain Bike
Trail
Cross-Country
Ski Trail
Equestrian Trail

Off-road trail for all-terrain (mountain) bikes.
Trails developed for traditional and skate-style crosscountry skiing.
Trails developed for horseback riding.

Location Criteria
Variable-dependent on specific
use.
Variable-dependent on specific
use.

Size Criteria
with 40 to 80 acres being optimal.
Variable.
Variable.

Type I: Separate/single-purpose hard-surfaced trails for
pedestrians or bicyclists/ in-line skaters.
Type II: Multipurpose hard-surfaced trails for pedestrians and
bicyclists/ in-line skaters.
Type III: Nature trails for pedestrians. May be hard- or softsurfaced.
Type I: Separate/single-purpose hard-surfaced trails for
pedestrians or bicyclists/in-line skaters located in independent
r.o.w. (e.g., old railroad r.o.w.).
Type II: Separate/single-purpose hard-surfaced trails for
pedestrians or bicyclists/in-line skaters. Typically located within
road r.o.w.
Bike Route: Designated portions of the roadway for the preferential or
exclusive use of bicyclists.
Bike Lane: Shared portions of the roadway that provide separation
between motor vehicles and bicyclists, such as paved shoulders.
Single-purpose loop trails usually located in larger parks and natural
resource areas.
Loop trails usually located in larger parks and natural resource areas.
Loop trails usually located in larger parks and natural resource areas.
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NATIONAL PARK AND RECREATION ASSOCIATION
RECOMMENDED CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL RECREATION OPEN SPACE AND TRAILS
Classification

General Description

Location Criteria
Size Criteria
Sometimes developed as multipurpose with hiking and all-terrain biking
where conflicts can be controlled.

Adapted from:
Lancaster, R.A., Ed. Recreation, Park and Open Space Standards and Guidelines. Alexandria, VA: National Recreation and
Park Association, 1983.
Mertes, J.D. and J.R. Hall. Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Guidelines. Alexandria, VA: National Recreation and
Park Association, 1995.
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NATIONAL PARK AND RECREATION ASSOCIATION
Standards for Park Acreage
Use
Service Area
Desirable Acres/1,000
Size
Population
Specialized facilities that Less than ¼ miles 1 acre or 0.25 to 0.5 A
serve a concentrated or
radius
less
limited population or
specific group, such as
tots or senior citizens

Neighborho
od Park or
Playground

Area for intense
recreational activities,
such as field games,
crafts, playground
apparatus areas, skating,
picnicking, wading pools,
etc.

¼ to ½ mile
radius to serve a
population up to
5,000 (a
neighborhood)

Community
Park

Area of diverse
1 to 2 mile radius 25 +
5.0 to 8.0 A
environmental quality.
(several
acres
May include areas suited neighborhoods)
for intense recreation
facilities, such as athletic
complexes, large
swimming pools. May be
an area of natural quality
for outdoor recreation,
such as walking, viewing,
sitting, picnicking. May
be any combination of
the above, depending
upon site suitability and
community need.
Total Close-to-Home Space = 6.25 – 10.5 A/1,000
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15 +
acres

1.0 to 2.0 A

Desirable Size
Characteristics
With
neighborhoods
in close
proximity to
apartment
complexes,
townhouse
development or
housing for the
elderly.
Suited for
intense
development.
Easily accessible
to
neighborhood
population
(geographically
centered for
safe walking and
biking access).
May be
developed as a
school park
facility.
May include
natural features,
such as water
bodies and
areas suited for
intense
development.
Easily accessible
to
neighborhood
served.
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BARRIER FREE ACCESSIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR PARKS
Recreational areas, facilities, and programs play an important role in the life of the community;
therefore it is essential that people with disabilities have an equal opportunity to enjoy these
areas and any programs provided. Federal and state laws prohibit discrimination on the basis of
disability, and these laws apply to parks and other recreation lands and programs controlled
and operated by local units of government. The DNR has a strong commitment to barrier free
recreational opportunities in our Department-managed programs and facilities. This
commitment extends to those communities that receive recreation grants.
Under the state Utilization of Public Facilities by the Physically Limited Act (1966 PA 1, as
amended) all public facilities, including improved areas used for recreation, must meet the
barrier free design requirements contained in the state construction code. Under this act, the
administration and enforcement related to barrier free design requirements are vested in the
local or state government agency responsible for issuing a building permit. If the project does
not require a building permit, administration and enforcement of barrier free design
requirements are vested in the Department of Labor and Economic Growth.
Any request for an exception to the barrier free design requirements of the state construction
code must be submitted to the Barrier Free Design Board, within the Department of Labor and
Economic Growth (517-241-9300). The Barrier Free Design Board has the responsibility to
receive, review, and process requests for exceptions to barrier free design specifications;
require appropriate equivalent alternatives when exceptions are granted; and receive, process,
and make recommendations for barrier free design rules.
Because the state construction code does not apply to many recreation facilities, it is essential
that you also be aware of and understand the existing federal guidelines covering these types
of facilities. In July 2004, the federal Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance
Board (known as the Access Board) issued updated guidelines, entitled the Americans with
Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG), for new or altered facilities covered by the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (Public Law 101-336) or the Architectural Barriers Act of
1968 (Public Law 90-480). These guidelines should eventually be adopted as enforceable
standards. Until that occurs, the existing ADAAG standards must be followed when the two
conflict.
Included in the updated ADAAG are technical provisions for a number of types of recreation
facilities, including play areas, amusement rides, boating facilities, fishing piers and platforms,
golf courses, miniature golf courses, shooting facilities, swimming and wading pools, and spas.
Technical provisions for these recreation facilities do not exist in the current AADAG. The
Access Board has also proposed guidelines for sports facilities, trails, beaches, and picnic and
camping areas. While none of these guidelines has yet been adopted as federal standards, they
represent the best information available on developing barrier free recreation facilities and may
be upheld in a court of law. Therefore, they should be referred to when designing new or
renovated recreation facilities.
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Recreational Survey
This survey is being used to gather information on the use and desires for recreational facilities in Munising. The
City Recreation Committee along with the City of Munising is going to use the results of the survey to help create
their new recreation plan. Participation in this survey is extremely important. The recreation plan is what the city
uses when determining what projects get completed first and it is also an important part when we apply for grant
money.
1.

Please rank in order of importance (1-8) which of the following you would like to see completed.
____ Baseball field lights
____ Additional tennis courts
____ New playground equipment at Munising Tourist Park Campground
____ Marina expansion
____ Bike path
____ Alger Centennial Ice Area repairs
____ Modernize Browns Addition Boat Launch
____ Other: ______________________________________________________________

2.
Please mark how many times a year you or your immediate family use the following facilities.
Facility
Zero
1-5
5-10
11-16
Bayshore Park
Bayshore Marina
Browns Addition boat launch
Washington Street overlook (Tannery Park)
Browns Addition Tot Lot
Lynn Street Tot Lot
Alger Centennial Arena
Munising Tourist Park Campground
Heroes Field (Browns Addition baseball field)
Skate Park
3.

Please answer yes or no to the following questions:
____ The City of Munising has enough recreational facilities to accommodate Munising.
____ The City of Munising does an adequate job maintaining the facilities.
____ The community utilizes the current recreational facilities on a regular basis.
____ The community would benefit from a marina expansion.
____ The community needs more tennis courts.

4.

Please fill out the following information about yourself
____ Age (18 & under) (19-29) (30-39) (40-49) (50 & up) Please circle
____ Gender
Male
Female
____ Number of people in household
____ Do you live in the
City
Township
____ Hours spend per week recreating
____ Number of children under the age of 19 living in your household

5.

What other recreational projects do you feel the City of Munising should consider doing?

16-20

Thank you for completing the survey. You may turn the surveys in at City Hall or any of the five banks in Munising. If you have
any questions regarding the survey you can call City Hall at 387.2095. Mailing address: 100 W. Munising Ave., Munising, MI
49862
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Recreational Survey Results
1.

Please rank in order of importance (1-8) which of the following you would like to see
completed.
_4__ Baseball field lights
_6__ Additional tennis courts
_7__ New playground equipment at Munising Tourist Park Campground
_5__ Marina expansion
_1__ Bike path
_2__ Alger Centennial Ice Area repairs
_3__ Modernize Browns Addition Boat Launch
____ Other: ______________________________________________________________

2.

Please mark how many times a year you or your immediate family use the following
facilities.

Facility
Bayshore Park
Bayshore Marina
Browns Addition boat launch
Washington Street overlook (Tannery Park)
Browns Addition Tot Lot
Lynn Street Tot Lot
Alger Centennial Arena
Munising Tourist Park Campground
Heroes Field (Browns Addition baseball field)
Skate Park

3.

Zero
3
73
54
89
89
72
24
63
74
111

1-5
42
31
38
30
20
24
62
47
25
9

5-10
42
7
12
3
6
8
19
7
7
2

11-16
15
5
5
1
2
4
7
2
3
0

16-20
10
2
6
2
1
5
3
1
6
0

Please answer yes or no to the following questions:
_N__ The City of Munising has enough recreational facilities to accommodate Munising.
_Y__ The City of Munising does an adequate job maintaining the facilities.
_Y__ The community utilizes the current recreational facilities on a regular basis.
_Y__ The community would benefit from a marina expansion.
Tie_ The community needs more tennis courts.
Question 3 Results
YES
32
73
94
67
64

4.

NO
80
33
16
36
64

Please fill out the following information about yourself
A.
B.
C.
D.

____ Age (18 & under) (19-29) (30-39) (40-49) (50 & up) Please circle (See chart 4A below)
____ Gender
Male
Female (See chart 4B below)
____ Number of people in household (See chart 4C below)
____ Do you live in the ___City ___Township (See chart 4D below)
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____ Hours spend per week recreating (See chart 4E below)
____ Number of children under the age of 19 living in your household (See chart 4F below)
Question 4A Results
Age Group
Result
18 & Under
2
19-29
5
30-39
15
40-49
32
50 & Up
68
Question 4B Results
Male
Female
38
84
Question 4C Results
Number in Household
Result
1
16
2
50
3
18
4
25
5
9
6
0
7
1
Question 4D Results
City Resident
Township Resident
57
65
Question 4E Results
Hours Recreating
Result
0
2
2
2
6
14
7
8
10
25
12
8
15
10
20
19
25
3
30
3
40
3
50
1
Question 4F Results
# Children/Household
Result
0
70
1
23
2
17
3
9
4
0
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1

What other recreational projects do you feel the City of Munising should consider
doing?
None. Keep with what we have and fix up before considering taking on more.
Ski hill or more winter activities. Indoor basketball court.
Exercise/swimming project comparable to a YMCA.
More tennis courts!
It is time for the city to utilize our own picturesque view of Munising Bay by developing a
non-motorized walk/bike beach trail from the City Dock around the Bay to the East, to the
West…to Brown’s Addition or both.
Would be nice to have benches at the Washington Street Park to be able to sit and enjoy
the view. Improve hill area at Bayshore Park giving more opportunity to be in shady area.
Maybe some benches and extra tables. Add benches on streets in town area for walkers to
stop and rest or visit.
The most important project the City should consider at this time is a bike/walking path. It is
so important to get people off the sides of the road. Marquette has many biking/walking
paths and I’m sure people moving look at that. This survey is a great idea.
Maintain what you have before adding more when what we have needs some TLC.
Needs something like children’s museum for the kids. A play they can go. Hands on project.
Lakeshore beautification. Goose relocation. Improved cooperation & coordination with
Parks Service and NFS.
Something for kids under 10 to do indoors. During the winter months. Maybe similar to the
Children’s Museum in Marquette or a small version of a YMCA (indoor padded room, indoor
park, etc.) All the kids have is the pool at the AmericInn.
Fishing at City dock for children.
Make more docks or piers to fish off for people that are in wheelchairs. Make boat tours
have their own dock or make them pay big time!
City of Munising should worry about the job situation instead of grants for recreation. The
prison is shutting down 2 units, paper mill is shaky-get some jobs to come in the area or pay
attention to what we have and don’t lose them.
Ball field upgrade.
A ramp so the handicap can get to the sand and water at the beach. Handicap access at
marina beach and sand point. Even those with walkers cannot get to the water. More trash
receptacles at all the parks.
Bike paths would be wonderful. Hiking/walking paths. Board walks along waterfront like in
Manistique.
More evening projects for the tourists. Also, more things to do on a rainy day. Tourists get
frustrated because of lack of these.
Creation and expansion of walking and biking paths. We have enough tennis courts.
Munising is a great place to live and does enough to accommodate everyone.
I feel that we need more for our children to do. Club style, pool hall, arcades, movies,
something for them to do on week nights and afterschool, weekends. Keep them active
from being bored. So they don’t turn to drugs and alcohol or crimes.
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 Continue music in the park on Tuesdays-Great program! Extend the bike path. It’s so shot
and broken that it doesn’t get much use.
 Single track.
 Nice basketball courts Qty. 2. Beach volleyball.
 Beach volleyball nets. Rope swing or slide into water with lifeguard at Sandpoint or by
marina.
 Playground for older kids.
 More tennis courts would be nice. Brown’s Addition could use repair on field and marina.
 Swimming pool-laps. Walking/bike path.
 Ice arena needs major maintenance & major repairs.
 I think offering a pavilion with concessions would be a great investment. The Wetmore Park
has a beautiful new pavilion. I believe having one in Brown’s Addition would be utilized
well.
 Climbing wall. Badminton court.
 Begin work on promised bike path.
 Encourage more biking running events to utilize the trail systems & roads. You focus too
much on snowmobiling & winter.
 Return M-28 to previous. There was no problem before, now it is congested, backed up,
confusing and unsafe.
 Perhaps most important would be a bicycle path.
 More community involved festivals-music, food, entertainment, crafts-use Bayshore Park.
 More focus on our beautiful shoreline and accommodation for water based recreation.
 Recreation center.
 Swimming pool/bike trails.
 Lakeshore walking and biking paths.
 Sell the Tannery Park; people have free access to Sand Point. Someone can build a house
there. Really not benefitting anyone.
 All of these are important for families. Parks and Recreation does a wonderful job!
 Shore line boardwalk. Outdoor ice rink. Designated sledding area.
 Boardwalk on the lakeshore.
 I think the City should help pay to fix up the Mather Pool and then let the community swim
there for a small fee to put the monies back into the City budget.
 Bikes racks at Bayshore & scattered around town.
 I think a bike path would be valuable to the community, both for the locals and tourists.
 Fish cleaning stations (Marina and BA).
 A multi-use non motorized trail/path is one of the most enjoyable activities for all types and
levels of outdoor recreation I consistently look for when in other communities, used by
walkers, runners, bikers, rollerblades and even wheelchairs.
 Indoor racquetball court, kayak lockers at marina, exercise course along the bike path (dipbars, pull-up/chin-up bars), cross country ski trails on the bike path in winter with lights.
Natural sculptor playground at Bayshore Park (at far end). See: Superior Play Ken Carlson
Landscape Structures Inc. 888-778-play.
 Ski hill, movie theater.
 When feasible, start on winter sports project.
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 I especially feel that a bike path is needed. I’ve used the one in Marquette from the Harvey
visitor center to Presque Isle and back, it’s wonderful. I only haul my bike up there once
during each summer. It is something that all ages can benefit from.
 Hiking trails through hills-market-also used for snowshoes-Develop a walk-like a river walksomething along waterfront besides a park or a fitness trail.
 Ice Arena bathrooms need updating.
 Put in a movie theatre. Not just movies at the auditorium! Something that would benefit
anyone, not just certain groups of people, i.e. boaters, campers, etc…or water park.
 A walking/bike path. People walk all the time all over town-it would be a great feature to
put a path along the bay up around stink hill.
 Bike Paths.
 Waterfront, boardwalk, and bike path.
 A bike path along M-28 from downtown to Au Train.
 I would like to see something for a bike path of walking and also for rollerblades.
 Bike path. Waterfront, boardwalk. Move high school off from the lakefront. Move City Hall
to Central School.
 Handicap accessible recreational opportunities. Better bike paths other then the highways.
Separate soccer field.
 I would like to see something for a bike path or walking and also for rollerblades.
 Bike path, waterfront boardwalk, move high school off of Lake Superior, move City Hall to
Central School.
 Handicap accessible recreational opportunities. Better bike paths other then the highways.
Separate soccer field.
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