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A VISION FOR THE CITY 
The City of Kingsford, was founded in the 1920’s in part 
for its proximity to natural resources. A century later this 
community continues to prosper, surrounded by the rugged 
natural beauty that makes up much of Michigan’s Upper 
Peninsula.

Looking beyond the 
5-year Recreation 
Plan window, this 
document will serve 
as a road map for 
future endeavors 
breathing new life 
into the City’s parks 
for decades to come. 
The plan will assist 
City officials in 
determining priority 
projects to nurture an already expansive parks system. 
It will outline strategies for making parks accessible and 
provide recommendations that allow future generations to 
grow and prosper within. This plan reflects perspectives 
of citizens who have submitted surveys and/or attended a 
public workshop to voice their opinions and present new 
ideas. The City of Kingsford and CUPPAD continue to support 
these efforts of engaging public input as we move into the 
next stage of implementation.

A FUTURE FOR KINGSFORD MICHIGAN’S PARKS

The Recreation Plan
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
Every 5 years communities throughout Michigan update 
their recreation plans to ensure qualification for annual 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) funding 
opportunities. 

The 5 year recreation plan must adhere 
to a format defined by the MDNR 
and outline priority goals, objectives, 
and projects with the potential to be 
completed within the 5 year window and 
beyond. 

This document synthesizes data 
on natural resources, community 
demographics, existing recreation 
assets, operational management, citizen 
input, and community partnerships 
to generate an all-inclusive map for 

recreation in the community. It describes community values, 
highlights common goals and objectives, and outlines 
strategies to achieve these goals. The park maps and project 
descriptions provide the community and citizen board with a 
foundation for future project planning and implementation. The 
plan also serves as a guide for recreation management and 
development, featuring operational strategies for staff and 
community partners to effectively maintain the City’s parks on 
a daily basis.

WHY A 5YR PLAN?
• MDNR requires an updated Recreation Plan 

every 5 years in order to qualify for grant funds
• Establishes a community vision, goals, objectives 

and strategies to guide recreation decisions
• Synthesizes a library of assessments to be 

utilized by community officials 

1
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CITY OF KINGSFORD

Planning Process
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Planning Process
‘A BILLBOARD FOR THE U.P.’
  -DAN B. JONES;  THE DETROIT NEWS

“(The U.P. tourism industry) was booming last year (2020), 
even if COVID-19 restrictions like takeout-only or limited-
capacity restaurants and social distancing muted the full 
financial benefits of a rush of visitors. State and local 
officials are bracing for another surge to begin in May 
(2021).” -The Detroit News

One year into a global pandemic that has ravaged every 
corner of the planet, we realize the great potential 
for recreating, reflecting, and finding calm within our 
neighborhood parks and backyards. Despite a devastating 
blow to the greater tourism industry, the COVID-19 pandemic 
has turned our attention to recreation opportunities closer 
to home. 

These close to home recreation opportunities are also 
drawing visitors from greater distances. As noted in The 
Detroit News article: There were many visitors, not just from 
the traditional markets - including the Lower Peninsula, 
which typically accounts for 50% to 60% of the U.P.’s visitors, 
as well as Milwaukee, Minneapolis, Green Bay and Chicago- 
but also from the West Coast and Texas among other states- 
‘places we don’t typically see.’”

A RECREATION BOOM FOR THE RURAL ECONOMY

Enhancing the Economy
The potential for enhancing the local economy through 
promoting tourism and recreation opportunities is huge.  
The COVID-19 stimulated spike in socially distanced outdoor 
tourism and surge in work from home options paired with 
the expansion of the U.P. broadband grid has already led to a 
spike in home sales.  

A report prepared by the MEDC by Tourism Economics in 
2014, found direct spending by leisure travelers equaled $16.6 
billion-nearly 73% of all visitor spending in Michigan. As 
this report demonstrates local economies are stimulated by 
recreation access and opportunities in addition to improving a 
community’s health and vitality. 
   -Let’s keep this momentum going!

 

“When everything 
else is closed, 

the outdoors is 
open.” 

-Kathy Reynolds 
(The Detroit News; 3.21.2021)
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T
LOCATION +  DEMOGRAPHICS

Community Description

he City of Kingsford is a 4.3 square mile parcel located in 
the Southwestern corner of Dickinson County, just over 
the Wisconsin state border. The City of Iron Mountain sits 
just to the North and the Menominee River defines the 
South and West edges of the City. 

The data presented in the adjacent graphs was procured 
from the US Census website, updated in 2019. At that time 
the City of Kingsford had a projected total population 
of 4,992 and a total of 2,494 housing units.  The female 
to male ratio represented a slightly higher number of 
females: 52.5% females to 47.5% males.  

The largest age group of people was between 20 and 54 
years. This presents an opportunity to generate a system 
of parks and recreation facilities that accommodate the 
desires of middle-age and young adults as well as the 
65 to 84 year olds who made up a large percent of the 
population. 

The City of Kingsford has seen a slight decrease in 
population over the past decade as illustrated in the 
graphic on the next page. Through enhancing parks and 
recreation facilities young people will be more attracted 
to the city as a beautiful place to settle and raise a family. 

T
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median household income

$59,584

$43,974
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Community Needs
POPULATION OVER THE DECADES

he 1920’s largely served as Kingsford’s boom era 
with the Ford Motor Company spurring development. 
The combined population of Iron Mountain and 
Kingsford at this time was estimated at 14,000. 
Schools, churches, homes and a variety of retail and 
commercial facilities were constructed during this 
period in response to the population growth.  With 
the close of the Ford Motor Company’s Kingsford 
plant in 1951, the City of Kingsford saw a steep 
decline in activity. 

Signs of the Ford Motor Company’s 32 year presence 
are still readily visible. Many sites within the city are 
contaminated requiring close monitoring. This proves 
a challenge for future development.

The City of Kingsford has welcomed several other 
manufacturing outfits into its industrial center. These 
commercial operations include: Grede Foundries, 
Dickinson Homes, Northwoods Manufacturing, and 
Smiths Castings LLC.

T
population poverty rate

19.1%

13.0%

4,992

Kingsford’s homes, institutions and municipal 
facilities reflect its rich 100 year history. As much of 
the infrastructure was installed many decades ago, 
there is some need for upgrades. This is very true 
of the parks featuring heaving sidewalks, cracked 
parking lots, and aged play equipment.

9,986,857

$51,64511.7%25,439

5,549population 5,133 4,992
2000 2010 2019year

kingsford’s
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SURVEY +  DISABILITY DEMOGRAPHICS

Community Description
he survey results depict the greatest participation number in 
26 to 45yr olds with a pretty large number of 46 to 60yr olds 
also contributing. There is a much larger percentage of female 
participation in the surveys.

ACCESSIBILITY
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) was enacted in 
1990 to protect civil rights for people with disabilities. ADA 
includes the 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design to 
provide minimum design standards. The plan features options 
for the City of Kingsford to enhance their current and future 
infrastructure to better accommodate those with disabilities in 
APPENDIX A.

The current community demographics indicate 18.5% 
of Kingsford’s population has a disability. By definition a 
disability can include having issues seeing, hearing, talking, 
walking, climbing stairs, lifting or carrying. Disabilities can 
also include having difficulty performing daily activities such 
as participating in social roles. Via providing more inclusive 
design solutions to public access problems parks become a 
destination for all.

Creating inclusive recreation spaces is a priority for all of 
the state of Michigan and Kingsford has many opportunities 
to expand access to all.  CUPPAD and the City of Kingsford 
partnered with SAIL Disability Network of the Upper Peninsula 
to develop an inventory of a selection of recreation facilities 
and their current condition regarding accessible infrastructure. 

T
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The Natural Environment

ingsford is
nestled along the 
banks of the 
Menominee River, the 
largest watershed in 
Michigan’s Upper
Peninsula. The Menominee
is loved for its vast beauty and
recreation opportunities. 

Framed by this great river, Kingsford has 
capitalized on its wealth of exquisite natural resources from 
its inception in the era of the Ford Manufacturing Plant and the 
installation of the hydroelectric dam to its current park and 
bikeway system.  Residents and visitors can paddle or float the 
river and fish. Others flock to Cowboy Lake in the summer months 
to swim and play. The City contains a network of more formal 
recreation facilities featuring sport courts, pocket parks, 
playgrounds, play fields, and hockey rinks. These green spaces within 
the city double as valuable natural sites for plants and animals to 
find food and seek refuge. 

This plan outlines priorities for protecting Kingsford’s natural resources 
while promoting quality experiences for those who seek opportunities 
for respite and recreation. When resources are properly managed 
recreation can become more than merely a physical experience, sparking 
a deeper understanding of the City’s identity and love for the place.
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    eology is the 
foundation of the 
landscape, providing a 
template for future plant 
and animal habitat. 
Precambrian rocks form the
bedrock beneath the City of
Kingsford. Believed to be more 
than 500 million years old, the 
bedrock beneath Kingsford is comprised
of two formations: Michigamme and 
Quinnesec. The Michigamme formation extends 
northward from the general course of Breitung Avenue with the 
Quinnesec underlying the remainder of the City.

The City’s surface geology is comprised of glacial lake plain 
consisting mainly of a sand and silt. Almost 90% of the City is 
covered in Pence, Emmet/Pemene or Vilas loamy sand all with 
excellent drainage properties. There are some sections of the 
Waucedah-Cathro complex, a mucky loam in the Northeast 
corner of the City. The airport soil is characterized as disturbed, 
Udorthents.

Geology and soil types dictate what plants and animals can thrive 
in an area and where development may prove more feasible or 
generate less disturbance. Each of these facts provide clues as to 
the ideal method for maintaining and creating successful places 
for recreation and natural habitats. 

G
GEOLOGY +  SOILS

The Natural Environment
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 pence fine sandy loam:       6-18%
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 water

 waucedah-cathro complex

 Zimmerman fine sand:           0-6%
 Zimmerman fine sand:          6-18%
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The Natural Environment 
LAND COVER Land Cover

 aspen + birch
 herbaceous rangeland 
 northern hardwood
 pine
 shrub rangeland
 streams + waterways

 air transportation
 commercial, services 
  + institutional
 industrial
 industrial park
 institutional
 neighborhood business
 open pit
 outdoor recreation
 reservoirs
 single family/duplex

 utilities/ waste disposal
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The Karner blue butterfly (KBB) is a federally listed endangered 
species present in small patches across the North Central and 
North Eastern U.S. The KBB usually occupies open barrens, 
savannas and prairies that contain wild lupine. This plant is 
widespread in Wisconsin’s central and northwest sands. The 
pale green caterpillar of the KBB feeds exclusively on the leaves 
of wild lupine.
     -Source USDA.gov

KINGSFORD RECREATION PLAN |  2021-2026

 he City of Kingsford’s 
forested pockets follow
the Menominee River and 
plantation planted red pine 
along Pyle Drive. The greatest
diversity of plant and animal
communities is also found along 
the Menominee River corridor. 
This premier land is ideal for more 
passive, low impact forms of recreation
such as hiking, bird watching and fishing.

T
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The city of Kingsford is 
surrounded by 
picturesque rolling hills 
and bordered by the 
Menominee River on 
the West and South
perimeter of the city. This 
border along the river
has some of the steepest terrain. The
city’s elevations range from 1033 ft to 1234 ft
above sea level with the official Ford Airport 
elevation reported at 1129 ft above sea level.

Steep slopes featuring 10 percent grades and greater can prove 
challenging to develop. By maintaining these steep areas in a more 
natural state, park spaces are created. These areas also serve as 
natural corridors for wildlife to travel and seek refuge. Occasionally, 
these steep open spaces can double as recreation destinations. 

One park space that takes advantage of its rather steep terrain is 
the Breen Avenue Playground featuring a sledding hill for winter play. 
In addition to sledding, steep slopes can provide opportunities for 
capturing views, rock climbing, mountain biking, and skiing. The south 
end of the Cowboy Lake property has the potential for additional trail 
development showcasing views of the river. Flatter sites have been 
capitalized on by the City and are well adapted for more traditional 
recreation opportunities such as playgrounds, sport courts, and fields.

TOPOGRAPHY

The Natural Environment
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The Natural Environment 
WATER

he Menominee River
borders roughly 4 miles 
of the City of Kingsford. It
begins at the confluence 
of the Brule and 
Michigamme Rivers about 20 
miles upstream and empties about 
60 miles downstream into the Green Bay. 
The Menominee River Basin is about 125 
miles long and includes portions of ten counties 
in the two state area. There are nine hydroelectric projects 
licensed by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
along the course of the river.

Cowboy Lake covers approximately 45 acres and is located 
near Ford Airport. Before the completion of the Ford Dam in 
1924, the lake was described as very small. Backwaters of the 
hydroelectric project enlarged the lake and connected it to 
the Menominee River. 

Bodies of water are often central to recreation. This is very 
true within the City of Kingsford. Cowboy Lake provides a 
vast array of recreation opportunities and the Menominee 
River proves an excellent location for family gatherings, 
paddle sports, fishing, swimming and floating. There is still 
some room for the City to capitalize on its water resources as 
prime locations for both passive and active recreation.
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Administrative Structure4
The Planning Commission and Citizens Advisory/Parks and 
Recreation Committee prove instrumental in defining priorities 
for parks and recreation within the City of Kingsford. One of their 
functions is to recommend how the City can most effectively spend 
its recreation funds each year. These groups will often oversee grant 
applications and solicit proposals from the public and service clubs 
to determine community project priorities. The City Manager is the 
liaison between the boards and the City Council and oversees the 
Department of Public Works in conjunction with the Superintendent 
of Public Works. Below is an organizational chart featuring the 
structure described above:

plannIng 
commIssIon

(advIsory)

cItIZen’s advIsory/
parks + rec

commItteecIty manager 
(cHIeF admInIstratIve 

oFFIcer)

superIntendent 
oF publIc 

Works

department 
oF publIc

Works

The National Recreation And Park 
Association [NRPA] has assembled 
a 2021 Agency Performance Review 
featuring park metrics throughout 
the nation. The goal of this document 
is to help local park systems identify 
the optimal mix of facilities and 

2021 NRPA Agency Performance Review Key Findings

Residents per 
Playground: 

3,607
Full-Time Equivalent Employees 
(FTEs) per 10,000 Residents:

8.2
Operating Expenditures 

per Capita:

$88.30/year

Acres of Parkland 
per 1,000 Residents:

Revenue to Operating
Expenditures:

22.9%

Residents per Park:

2,277

of park and recreation agencies 
deliver STEM programming to 
youth and young adults

58%
9.9

2021 NRPA Agency Performance Review Key Findings
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22.9%

Residents per Park:

2,277
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9.9
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Parks and recreation management within the City of 
Kingsford is headed by the Department of Public Works.  
The City of Kingsford’s Department of Public Works 
is responsible for maintaining 52 acres of parkland in 
addition to ensuring all public roadways and sidewalks 
are safe, clean and accessible.  The city traditionally 
hires 2 additional staff to assist with park maintenance 
during the summer months. There is an ever-growing 
strain on existing staff to keep up with daily maintenance 
replacement of aging infrastructure at the parks.

A concern is how to improve degraded facilities and keep 
up with needed maintenance without increasing the 
annual park maintenance budget.

The key decision making actors at the City of Kingsford 
include the City Council, City Manager, Planning 
Commission, the Department of Public Works, and the 
Citizens Advisory/Parks and Recreation Committee. 
The Citizens Advisory/Parks and Recreation Committee 
meets monthly.  Below are the names of the committee 
members:
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he city works with a number of area organizations 
to encourage use of its recreation facilities. The Iron 
Mountain-Kingsford Community Schools coordinate a 
number of activities during the summer for elementary 
aged children. Other organizations who work in 
cooperation with the City include: Youth Football 
Association, S.A.Y. Soccer, Breitung Township Schools, Iron 
Mountain Schools and various baseball organizations.  
The City partners with  WE Energies to operate and 
maintain the Cowboy Lake Park, located adjacent to the 
WE Energies Hydro-electric dam on the Menominee River. 
The City has benefited from a partnership with the Iron 
Mountain-Kingsford Rotary Club; receiving donated funds 
for park improvement projects. 

Volunteers prove a key component of park operations, 
maintenance, and development. Volunteers often assist 
with specialized maintenance and improvement projects. 
This is definitely true for the maintenance and upkeep of 
the numerous ball fields within the City. 

Another feature volunteer group is the Northwoods 
Garden Club. The club’s objective is to provide community 
improvement and involvement through planting within 
underutilized areas of the community. Gazebo Park 
and the Kimberly Avenue Arboretum are two areas that 
showcase their hard work.

T
Budget + Maintenance

The City budgeted an average of $166,174 for parks and 
recreation activities and facilities within the last five 
years. The City utilizes the general fund to provide needed 
dollars for operation and capital improvement projects. 
Due to a need to upgrade park facilities, the City Manager 
has indicated a potential increase in the City’s parks and 
recreation budget. Here is a breakdown of the last five 
years of funding for the parks and recreation system:

 2016           2017           2018            2019           2020     

$185,675   $142,890   $208,877   $163,116    $130,314

N
R

P
A

The graph below feaTures a breakdown 
of funding sources for communiTy park 
and recreaTion budgeTs.

22 NATIONAL RECREATION AND PARK ASSOCIATION

Funding sources for park and recreation operations vary 
greatly by agency, but support from the local jurisdiction 
general fund tax base is common. On average, park and 
recreation agencies derive three-fifths of their operating 
expenditures from general fund tax support, although the 
percentage of funding from general fund tax support tends 
to be lower at agencies with larger operating budgets.
The second-largest source of revenue for most agencies 
is earned/generated revenues, accounting for an average 
of 23 percent of operating expenditures. Many agencies 
have access to special, dedicated taxes that cover a part of 
their budgets, while others obtain much of their funding 
from tax levies dedicated to park and recreation purposes 
approved by citizen referenda.

The typical park and recreation agency generates $1 million in 
non-tax revenues on an annual basis, although this amount 
can vary greatly based on agency size, the services and 
facilities offered by the agency, and the mandate from agency 
leadership and policymakers. Agencies with annual operating 
budgets less than $500,000 typically generate $50,000 in 
non-tax revenues, while those with annual budgets greater 
than $10 million generate a median of slightly more than $5.2 
million from non-tax revenue sources.

The typical park and recreation agency generates $19.38 
in revenue annually for each resident in the jurisdiction it 
serves. Agencies operating in less densely populated areas 
generate less revenue than those in areas with a greater 
population density. The typical agency — operating in a 
jurisdiction with fewer than 500 people per square mile 
— realizes $8.72 in revenue on a per capita basis per year 
compared to a median of $25.68 for agencies serving a 
jurisdiction with greater than 2,500 people per square mile.

Small- and medium-sized park and recreation agencies 
generate more revenue on a per capita basis than do large 
ones. Agencies serving jurisdictions with less than 20,000 
people generate $28.41 in per capita revenue per resident 
— nearly matching that generated by agencies serving 
jurisdictions with populations between 50,000 and 99,999, 
with a median of $26.68 in revenue per resident each year. 
In comparison, agencies serving populations greater than 
250,000 generate $6.21 per capita in revenue, with the 
amount declining to $5.67 in jurisdictions with more than 
half-a-million residents.
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T
STANDARDS FOR RECREATION OPEN SPACE

Recreation Inventory

park type

service 
area 
(radius)

siZe (acres)
acres/1,000 
pop

kingsford 
acres/ pop 
(x5)

uses

Mini-Park <1/4mi 1 or less 0.25 to 0.5

1.25 to 2.5
Currently:

4.7

Specialized facility 
serving a concentrated 
or limited population

Neighborhood 
Park

1/4 to 
1/2mi

15+ 1 to 2

5 to 10
Currently:

19.54

Hosts intense recreation 
activities: Play, sports 
fields/courts, picnicking 
etc.

Community Park 1 to 2mi 25+ 8 to 10

25 to 40
Currently:

27.55

Diverse environmental 
quality; may include 
sports complexes or 
more natural forms of 
outdoor recreation

Regional Park 1 hr 
drive

200+ 5 to 10

25 to 50
O u t s i d e 
Kingsford‘s 

Borders

Area of natural quality 
for outdoor recreation; 
boating, swimming, 
camping, trail use etc.

School Park Currently:
61.6

Park associated with an 
educational institution

he National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) has 
developed a scale to help measure an existing recreation 
system’s park facilities and provide a baseline standard 
for equitable park access within a community.

A typical park and recreation system offers one park for 
every 2,277 residents served, with 9.9 acres of parkland 
per 1,000 residents.  Due to its lower density population 
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula trends toward having a 
greater number of parks per 2,277 residents. Here is a 
chart illustrating the different open space typologies 
defined by NRPA and the desired minimum amount of 
park space per community.

The City of Kingsford has a total of 18 outdoor 
recreational sites including those associated with 
schools. From quiet natural spaces to heavily traffic 
sports complexes these facilities offer a wide array of 
outdoor recreation opportunities. 

The following pages feature each outdoor recreational 
site within the city including a short description of any 
amenities paired with activity icons. Two activity icons 
not present include mountain biking and hiking. Trails for 
biking and hiking were frequently requested within the 
community survey comments but none currently exist 
within the City limits. 

Stars adjacent to parks denote sites that would benefit 
from additional maintenance and general upgrades or 
contain great potential for enhancement projects.

5
MINI  PARK

NEIGHBORHOOD PARK

COMMUNITY PARK

2 mIle

1 mIle
1/2 mI
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Recreation Inventory
*

0                      0.35                 0.7                                              1.4miKingsford Parks
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Olympic Street Park

Cowboy Lake Park

Balzola Field

Woodland Elementary

Commemorative Field

LoDal Park

Breen Street Playground

Beech Street Park
8

9
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Lyman Street Park

Menominee River Rec Area
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121314
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Secondary School Complex

Kimberly Ave Arboretum

Ford Park

Gazebo Park

Play in the Pines

Triangle Court Park

Fulton Street Park

Waverly Street Park
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OLYMPIC STREET PARK

COWBOY LAKE PARK

BALZOLA FIELD

WOODLAND ELEMENTARY

COMMEMORATIVE FIELD

LODAL PARK

BREEN STREET PLAYGROUND

BEECH STREET PARK

LYMAN STREET PARK

MENOMINEE RIVER REC AREA

SECONDARY SCHOOL COMPLEX

KIMBERLY AVENUE ARBORETUM

FORD PARK

GAZEBO PARK

PLAY IN THE PINES

TRIANGLE COURT PARK

FULTON STREET PARK

WAVERLY STREET PARK

5

4

5

4

4

4

5

5

5

4

3

2

4

3

5

5

5

5

        PARK/FACILITY  RATING     ACTIVITYPARK/FACILITY  RATING     ACTIVITY

The number listed next to each park is the DNR 
Accessibility rating (*The DNR Accessibility 
Grading system changed after this assessment was 
conducted on June 1, 2021):
5 | None of the facilities meet accessibility guidelines
4 | Some of the facilities meet accessibility 
      guidelines
3 | Most of the facilities meet accessibility guidelines
2 | All facilities meet accessibility guidelines
1  | The entire park was developed using universal 
      design principles

ADAADA
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This mini-park is nestled along a quiet residential street 
in the northern corner of the city. Although the play 
equipment is outdated the park is well maintained 
and well suited to the small neighborhood. The parcel 
measures 100x150ft and includes individual play 
components, benches, picnic tables and a view of the 
estuary beyond.

OLYMPIC STREET PARK1
**

This community park serves
as a destination for Kingsford
and Iron Mountain residents alike. 
It offers a variety of activities centered around the 
Menominee River and Cowboy Lake. There are several 
additional amenities including a restroom building and 
picnic shelter. It’s a popular launch site for tubers and 
paddlers on the Menominee and also a cross-country 
skiing destination in the winter months.

COWBOY LAKE PARK2

Recreation Inventory
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0.34 
acres

30.5
acres



22

Recreation Inventory

This neighborhood park is located along the main 
bikeway in Kingsford. It hosts a simple baseball field for 
little league practices and games.

BALZOLA FIELD3
**

This school park is at a local school. It features a wide 
array of playground equipment in very good condition 
and is used on a daily basis by the children who attend 
Woodland Elementary.

WOODLAND ELEMENTARY4

This neighborhood park hosts a soccer sports complex 
with, lighting, bleachers, a restroom facility and 
concessions booth.

COMMEMORATIVE FIELD5

*

KINGSFORD RECRE ATION PL AN |  2021-2026
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26.5
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5.5
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This community park is the cornerstone of the Kingsford 
recreation scene. A large sports complex includes several 
baseball fields, soccer field, basketball court, tennis 
courts, playground equipment, bathrooms, and a soon 
to be pickle-ball court. The play equipment and asphalt 
surfaces require upgrades, while tennis courts and sports 
field amenities are recently improved. This community 
destination hosts many events and has great potential 
for future improvements of the existing infrastructure. 
It can be accessed via bikeway and received a DNR 
Recreation Passport Grant in 2015 for the reconstruction 
of the tennis courts.

LODAL PARK6
**

This neighborhood park has a sledding hill as well 
as old swings and a picnic table. With some 
additional play equipment and sidewalk/access 
improvements the Breen Street Playground could 
become a beautiful neighborhood destination in 
an area of the City that currently does not have a 
playground within a walkable distance.

BREEN STREET PLAYGROUND7

Recreation Inventory
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21
acres

1.1
acres
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Recreation Inventory

This mini-park is an empty plot of mowed lawn in the 
spring, summer and fall months. The plot is flooded in the 
winter to serve as a skating rink.  Alternate options for 
warm season functions are explored in chapter 7.

BEECH STREET PARK8*
*

LYMAN STREET PARK9This mini-park is an empty plot of mowed lawn in the 
spring, summer and fall months. The plot is flooded in 
the winter to serve as a skating rink.  As Beech Street and 
Breen Playgrounds are both situated close by with similar 
programs it is recommended this facility be converted 
into a different function, potentially a dog park which 
was a frequent request in the citizen surveys.

KINGSFORD RECRE ATION PL AN |  2021-2026

1.5
acres

0.5
acres
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Recreation Inventory

This community park is the only park sited for its 
access to the Menominee River. Park goers often float 
the river launching their paddle crafts or tubes from 
just down stream of the WE Energies Hydroelectic 
Power Plant and taking out at Menominee Park. This 
park posses great potential with existing ADA access 
and river frontage.

MENOMINEE RIVER
RECREATION AREA10

*
*

This school park is a comprehensive sports complex 
featuring all athletic needs for secondary school 
systems. The overall condition of the facilities is very 
good.  

SECONDARY SCHOOL COMPLEX11

KINGSFORD RECREATION PLAN |  2021-2026

6.55
acres

34
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This mini-park includes a simple meandering sidewalk 
with plantings. There is the potential to create a looped 
walking path as requested in many community surveys.

KIMBERLY AVE ARBORETUM12
**

This neighborhood park is located immediately across 
the street from the secondary school complex. The 
cracked sidewalks and peeling tennis court surface 
contrast the secondary school complex. The large pine 
trees provide a lovely atmosphere for picnicking and play.  
A small outdated playground is also located at the park. 
This park has great potential with its proximity to the 
schools and large trees.

FORD PARK13

Recreation Inventory

This mini-park is located along Woodward Avenue. It 
showcases the work of the Northwoods Garden Club, 
featuring a spectacular array of plantings. There are 
pleasant places for picnicking and a water fountain as 
well. No immediate updates are needed here.

GAZEBO PARK14

*
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1.3
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5.6
acres

0.3
acres
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**

This school park is associated with the Dickinson/Iron 
County Intermediate School and Head Start Program. It 
includes a well kept wooden play structure promoting 
many options for creative outdoor play. The facility is in 
very good condition and an excellent resource for the 
community.

PLAY IN THE PINES15

This mini-park is located on a triangular plot of land as 
the name suggests. It features outdated play equipment 
and picnic spots. The neighborhood is quiet and would 
benefit from some minor upgrades to this small park.

TRIANGLE COURT PARK16

Recreation Inventory
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Recreation Inventory

This mini-park is a sloped lot with no real features. In the 
winter months the lot is flooded and utilized as a skating 
rink.  Chapter 7 explores additional options for the City’s 
sites that are only utilized on a seasonal basis.

FULTON STREET PARK17
**

WAVERLY LAKE PARK18This mini-park is a partial grassy lot once used as a 
small soccer field. Of all the properties within the City 
of Kingsford this site seems to have the least potential. 
Fulton and Triangle Court Parks are within three blocks 
and serve much more suitable sites for a neighborhood 
or mini-park.

KINGSFORD RECRE ATION PL AN |  2021-2026
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*
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Recreation Inventory
*

A. Chicago and North Western RR Trail: This trail is a 14.1 mile point to 
point trail showcasing the Menominee River and is primarily utilized by 
hikers, walkers, and bikers.
River’s Bend Campground: A 47-acre privately owner resort and 
campground located three miles north of Iron Mountain on Pine 
Mountain Rd., near the banks of the Menominee River. Facilities at the 
campground include: 150 campsites, rest rooms, showers, laundry, play 
areas, horseshoe courts, trails, swimming, boating, picnic grounds, and 
boat landing facilities. 

B. Dorthy Fox Forest: A 2.6 mile out and back trail in Florence, WI. 
Primarily for walkers, equestrians and cross country skiers.

C. Copper Country State Forest: One of the largest natural reserves in the 
state. There are hundreds of miles of hiking trails also popular for cross 
country skiing and snowmobiling in the winter. Dozens of lakes and rivers 
speckle the property. There are also many campgrounds to choose from.

D. Carney Lake State Forest: This campground is located 16 miles NE 
of Iron Mountain on Carney Lake Road. There are 16 camp sites with 
opportunity for wildlife viewing, hiking, fishing, ORV riding, and boating.

E. Fumee Lake Natural Area: This 1,087 acre Dickinson County owned 
natural area is located northeast of the community of Quinnesec in 
Breitung Township. Facilities at the area include: Scenic views, five miles 
of shoreline, diverse and natural forests, significant wetlands, non-
motorized primitive water craft access to lakes, trail systems around 
Little Fumee Lake and the north, south and east shores of Fumee Lake, 
and parking and pit toilets on east end of Little Fumee Lake. 

NEARBY COMMUNITY PARKS AND RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 

The following is an inventory of nearby public and private recreation sites that are most likely utilized by residents of the City of 
Kingsford. The privately owned recreation facilities, like the public facilities, are open for use by the general public. 

F. Piers Gorge: A beautiful gorge on the Menominee River near Norway. 
The biggest rapids drop is called Mishicot Falls. There is a short hiking 
trail and it serves as a popular whitewater rafting destination.

G. Smalley + Long Slide Falls: Just north of Pembine, WI it is a Long 
Slide is a spectacular falls paired with Smalley Falls located about a 1/2 
mile up a trail.

H. Twelve Foot Falls: This park offers camping and picnic areas along 
with trout fishing and beautiful scenery. Several waterfalls are located 
within the park.

I. Summer Breeze Campground: This 30-acre campground is 
located three miles north of Iron Mountain on M-95. Facilities at 
the campground include: 70 campsites, hot showers, laundry, free 
dumping station, swimming pool, fireplaces, picnic tables, and 
recreation areas. 

J. Horse Race Rapids: A short but steep trail to a waterfall featuring 
rock cliffs. Located about 6 miles south of Crystal Falls, MI.

K. Lasalle Falls: Located on Lasalle Falls Road in Florence, WI this is a 
spectacular falls featuring a 22’ drop. The trail to the falls ends at a 35’ 
rock outcrop. It is a popular run for whitewater paddlers.

L. Iron Mountain Iron Mine: This historic iron mine is located nine 
miles east of Iron Mountain along U.S. 2 in Vulcan. Facilities at the 
site include: guided tours via the underground railroad, 2,600 feet of 
tunnels, and museum of iron mining. 

M. Iron Mountain Parks: Cornish Pump: The huge Cornish water 
pump is located on the site of the old Chapin Mine in Iron Mountain. 
A historic evidence of bygone era, it was used to de-water the Chapin 
Mine. 

KINGSFORD RECRE ATION PL AN |  2021-2026
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Iron Mountain City Park: A 69.2-acre regional park located adjacent 
to the Pine Grove Country Club in the west central portion of the City. 
Facilities include: bocce courts, benches, trash cans, picnic tables, 
log pavilion, double sand volleyball court, small log building, sandbox, 
playground equipment, water, restrooms, log shelter, stone fire stove, 
airplane display, park ranger building, soccer football field, tennis 
courts, walking trail, enclosed deer yard, walking trail, illuminated ice 
rink, sledding area, cross-country ski trail, snowmobile trail access, 
and off-street parking. 

Lake Antoine Park: This Dickinson County owned regional park 
is located on the eastern shore of Lake Antoine, within Breitung 
Township. Facilities at this 50.9-acre site include: picnic tables, 
picnic shelters, camping sites, parking, playground equipment, tot 
lot, softball field, multi-purpose open field, buoyed swimming beach 
with lifeguard, 5,000 feet waterfront, boat fishing, boat launch, 
bandshell for summer concerts, bathhouse, dumping station, showers, 
concession stand, nature trail, and residence for park’s manager. 

West Lake Antoine Launch/Park: This regional recreation park is 
located in the northeast portion of the City of Iron Mountain, along 
the western shore of Lake Antoine. Facilities at this park include: 
launching piers, large launching area, trash can, and gravel parking 
area. 
Crystal Lake Community Center: A Dickinson County facility located 
along Crystal Lake in the south central portion of the City of Iron 
Mountain. The facility has the following recreation attributes: indoor 
basketball gym, paved off-street parking area, six racquetball courts, 
indoor swimming pool, game areas, meeting rooms, offices, senior 
citizen center, exercise area, and outdoor volleyball area. 

Mountain View Ice Arena: This community recreation facility is 
located on a 5.0-acre parcel of land adjacent to Pewabic Playfield and 
Eastside Recreation Complex. The facility has the following attributes: 
indoor ice rink complex and lit off-street parking. 

M. {Continued} Pine Mountain Winter Sports Area: Facilities at the 
winter recreation site include: fourteen ski slopes, the world’s highest 
artificial ski jump, two double chair lifts, triple chair lift, tow rope, 
40 lodge rooms, 24 condominiums, indoor swimming pool, outdoor 
swimming pool, eighteen-hole golf course, and cross-country ski 
trails. 

N. Norway Recreation Area (Marion Park): Marion Park is a 180-acre 
community park located in the City of Norway. The following facilities 
are located at the park: picnic tables, playground equipment/tot lot, 
baseball fields, restrooms, pavilions, horseshoe courts, golf course, 
golf driving range, soccer fields, tennis courts, and archery range. 

Strawberry Lake Area: This community park is a 30-acre parcel 
of land located in the City of Norway, along Main Street, between 
Railroad Avenue and 13th Street. It is the site of a large Leather multi 
playground apparatus (Knight Kingdom), which is almost all ada 
accessible. Facilities at the site include: wood playground apparatus, 
walking trail, fishing piers, picnic tables, and benches. 

Hanbury Lake Park: Hanbury Lake Park is a 28 acre Dickinson County 
owned regional park located in the City of Norway. The park offers 
the following facilities: 3,720 feet of lake frontage, restrooms, parking 
lot, swimming beach, playground equipment, recreational field, picnic 
tables, grills, horseshoe courts, a nature trail, and a boat landing. 

O. Norway Mountain: This ski area is located in Vulcan, 
nine miles east of Iron Mountain on U.S. 2. Facilities at this 
recreational area include: twelve ski slopes, two chair lifts, rope tow, 
cross country ski trails, mountain biking trails, snowmobiling, two 
condominiums, and restaurant. 
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WE ENERGIES RECREATION PROPERTIES

U.S.  
HIGHWAY

STATE  
HIGHWAY

OTHER  
ROUTES

PUBLIC  
RECREATION AREAS

LAND OWNED  
by We Energies

We Energies 
HYDROELECTRIC DAM

CANOE  
PORTAGE

SCALE  
IN MILES 0 1 2 3Mtn Lk Reservations required l l

7 
8 l* l*
9 l* l* 4 l*
10 l 4 l
12 l l* l*
13 l 4 l
14 l 3 l
16 l
17 l l
19 l* 20 l l*
20 l* 22 l l*
21 l* l* l*
22 l l* 3 l*
23 l* l*
24 l 3 l
25 l* l* l*
26 l l* l*
27 l* 4 l l*
28 l* l* l*
29 l l
30 l l
32 1 l* l* 10/1* l l*
33 l* l* l*
34 l 3 l l
35 l* l*
36 l l*
37 l* l*
38 l
39 l	 l

6) Camp fee must be paid before setting up, and site
must be occupied by camping unit to maintain
use of site. Offenders will be asked to leave.

7) Do not build or erect tables, docks or other
permanent structures.

8) Do not cut standing trees or branches of trees.
Do not put nails in trees.

9) Use refuse containers, privies and fire pits
provided (fire in fire pits only). Extinguish all
fires when you leave your site. Only one fire pit
allowed at each site.

10) Discharge of firearms is prohibited in the
recreation area.

11) Use of all fireworks is prohibited.

12) Discharge of gray water is prohibited.

13) Any off‑road vehicle use is prohibited on all
We Energies lands including campgrounds
and campground roads.

14) Quiet hours are 11 p.m. to 6 a.m. Loud music,
generators, loud talking, etc., is prohibited during
this time.

15) Pets are to be leashed, kept under control at
all times and should not be left unattended.
Your attention to cleaning up after your pets
will be appreciated by the next camper.

16) Camping on islands is prohibited.

17) Please be considerate of others. 
Violation of camping rules may result
in loss of camping privileges.

* Handicapped accessible
1 No self‑contained camping units
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Comments + Issue Scoping6
CITIZEN SURVEYS |  RECREATION TRENDS

A       critical component of any planning process is         
       engaging the public. The intent is to foster public 
interest, concern and develop an understanding of 
the desired experience within a community.

The City of Kingsford recreation planning process 
began with the launch of a citizen survey and a 
recreation plan blog site: 
https://kingsfordrecplan.wordpress.com/

 
The blog featured background information, a link to 
the community survey, planning process updates, and 
related documents. 

Over 100 community members submitted survey 
responses.  The results provided a summary of 
community priorities and user types within Kingsford. 
They shed light on the appreciation residents had for 
park facilities located close to home and local sport 
leagues.

Respondents also expressed frustration with a lack 
of updated facilities and site specific amenities. These 
comments not only helped shape the values and 
goals presented within the plan, but also contributed 
to the list of priority projects featured in Chapter 8. 

walking  sports 

golf biking geocaching tennis 

swimming floating+tubing 

riding skiing soccer kayaking 

playgroundpicnics camping 
snowshoeing hiking fishing running 

actIvItIes survey respondents most Frequently partook In
tHe larger tHe Font tHe more respondents WHo lIsted tHe
actIvIty.

At 6:45PM on November 1st, the City of Kingsford hosted a public 
hearing at the City Hall.  Printed copies of the draft recreation 
plan had been stationed at the City Hall and the County Public 
Library since July 30th and the public hearing notice was posted 
on the City Website, blog site, and in the Mining Journal on the 
25th of September. Despite these advertisements no attendees 
came to the public hearing or provided comment via written 
letter or email. 
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Community Input

walking  Lodal nice opportunity 

Menominee River love 

swimming beach ball fields kayaking playground 

Cowboy Park 

needs updates 

what recreation? 

WHAT DO YOU THINK  OF WHEN SOMEONE MENTIONS RECREATION 
IN KINGSFORD?
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Community Input
WHAT DO YOU VALUE  ABOUT 

KINGSFORD’S RECREATION 
OPPORTUNITIES?

sports fields  Clean 
water+beach 

Variety
safe Access lifeguards trees 

Cowboy Lake Playgrounds 
Not Enough potential

WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO CHANGE 
ABOUT KINGSFORD’S RECREATION 
OPPORTUNITIES?

Upgrade 
Playgrounds 
Upgrade concessions more accessible facilities  

Update No Smoking (At Beaches) Add a Dog Park

Nothing Build Trails Clean

Add a Swimming Pool/Splash Pad More Benches + Bike Racks Plant Trees 

Sports Field Improvements

More to Do 
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WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO CHANGE 
ABOUT KINGSFORD’S RECREATION 
OPPORTUNITIES?

Upgrade 
Playgrounds 
Upgrade concessions more accessible facilities  

Update No Smoking (At Beaches) Add a Dog Park

Nothing Build Trails Clean

Add a Swimming Pool/Splash Pad More Benches + Bike Racks Plant Trees 

Sports Field Improvements

More to Do 

• Accessibility upgrades
• Community Programming/Activities
• Sport Court + Field Upgrades
• New Dog Park
• Accessible + All Season Trails
• Bike Trails
• Playground upgrades
• Restroom improvements
• Beach improvements/No smoking
• Boat Ramp Upgrade
• Additional Garbage cans, Benches + 
Bike Racks
• More Fishing Access
• Add A Swimming Pool/Splash Pad

WHAT PARKS SEE THE MOST 
FREQUENT VISITATION?

Community Input
WHAT PARKS WERE MOST 
FREQUENTLY MENTIONED REGARDING 
POTENTIAL UPGRADES?

Weekly or More Visitation 
nuMbers Were the highest for:
• Lodal, Menominee, Cowboy Lake,   
and Ford Parks
• Breen and Olympic Parks were 
not far behind

the least frequently Visited 
Parks included:
• Beech Street, Fulton Street, 
Lyman Street and Waverly Parks
•  Kimberly was not far behind

• Cowboy Park
• Menominee River Park
• Lodal Park
• Ford Park

WHAT ADDITIONAL PARK 
IMPROVEMENTS WERE REQUESTED?
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   arks provide a connection between natural places and 
people, with the intent of encouraging meaningful outdoor 
experiences. There is an inherent tension between recreation 
and the preservation of natural resources. As illustrated in the 
community values below, access to natural resources is key 
to creating desirable recreation spaces. Water and vegetation 
are a common link featuring popular activities such as walking, 
biking, swimming, fishing, paddling and so much more. This 
plan attempts to define a balance between preserving and 
restoring natural places for future generations and providing 
recreation opportunities.  Here is a summary of the recreation 
values derived from the community survey responses.

Paired with these values, and several other more specific 
examples (see Page 36 for Citizen Survey Values summary) 
concerns were expressed with there not being enough 
recreation opportunities and programming in the community.

Values, Goals + Objectives7
DEFINING VALUES

Below is a list of recreation needS 
community memBers have expressed a 

desire to improve, enhance, or introduce 
into the current city’s network:

• increased ease of access to park facilities

• additional community events and programming

    playground upgrades, swimming pool/splash  
    pad

• additional fishing options/Boat ramp 
    improvements

• additional walking trails/Biking trails/all 
    season accessiBle trails

• picnicking improvements and amenities

• improvements to winter sports facilities and 
    programming

• facility and infrastructure upgrades

• sport court and field improvements

• add a dog park

• we value the cleanliness of the parks

• we value access to water and the Beach

• we value having a variety of recreation options

• we value ease of access to, from and within parks

RECREATION VALUES

P
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Statewide Goals 
STATEWIDE OUTDOOR RECREATION PLAN (SCORP) |  2018-2022

Michigan’s Statewide Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) serves 
as a backbone for recreation planning within the state. Every 
five years new surveys are administered, sites studied and 
outdoor recreation habits mapped. Through developing a clear 
understanding of how people recreate within Michigan we can 
help define how to provide additional access and amenities for 
those utilizing the parks within our communities.
The main OBJECTIVES outlined in the current SCORP plan:

• Foster stewardship and conservation
• Improve collaboration between stakeholders
• Raise awareness of outdoor recreation opportunities
• Improve recreational access for all
• Provide quality experiences
• Enhance health benefits
• Enhance prosperity via supporting economic 
 prosperity, talent retention and high quality of life

recreatIon trends
Nationally, many of the more traditional recreation activities, 
such as camping and fishing, have seen a slight decrease while 
nature based and backcountry activities are on the rise. Some of 
these trending activities include:
• Hiking 
• Backpacking
• Kayaking
Many passive recreation activities are also very popular, as noted 
in the SCORP surveys including relaxing, walking, picnicking, and 
unstructured play.

SCORP GOAL
Protect and manage Michigan’s 
diverse and abundant natural 
and cultural assets to provide 
relevant, quality experiences 
that meet the fun, relaxation, 
and health needs of Michigan’s 
residents and visitors and 
support economic prosperity. 
   -SCORP 2018-2022

• Cross-country skiing
• BMX/Mountain biking
• Stand-up Paddling
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   ost people experience the outdoors on a daily basis, even 
when the weather is well below zero. Walking to the car or 
bus and entering the grocery store, their place of work or 
school. Occasionally, a lunch break walk or recess affords 
additional time outdoors. The outside spaces for these types 
of experiences are often mundane possessing little more than 
basic characteristics.

When considering the actions that move people beyond the 
monotony of the daily commute to places for play, seeking 
solstice and exercise these destinations must meet a higher 
level. By establishing community VALUES a definition for 
successful recreation spaces begins to form.  Massaging these 
into a series of community recreation goals and workable 
objectives serves as the next step in defining a vision for the 
community’s recreation spaces.

The GOALS and OBJECTIVES opposite and on the following 
page forge a link between the information presented in the 
preceding chapters. They draw a connection between the 
balance of natural resources and recreation outlets, prioritize 
community values, and respond to existing park programming, 
opportunities, and conditions. 

Values, Goals + Objectives
CITY OF KINGSFORD RECREATION GOALS

1. welcome the city of kingsford into its second 

century, revitalizing its parks system. focus on 

maintaining and enhancing current facilities to meet the 

evolving needs of the community. 

(value: cleanliness + variety)

2. provide spectacular sites to gather, recreate and play 

in. encourage community organizations and memBers to 

get involved, supporting park enhancement projects and 

continued upkeep.  (value: cleanliness, ease of access, 

water access + variety)

3. promote universal access for all to enjoy. 

(value: water access, variety + ease of access)

4. continue to support the legacy of recreation 

in kingsford. create cohesive signage, community 

programming, and a park mapping system. 

(values: variety + ease of access)

RECREATION GOALSM



41KINGSFORD RECREATION PLAN |  2021-2026

Welcome the City of Kingsford into 
its second century, revitalizing its 
parks system. Focus on maintaining 
and enhancing current facilities 
to meet the evolving needs of the 
community.

“A person’s conservation ethic begins with their connection 
to nature. If we compel people to engage in the natural 
environment through recreation, one cannot help but be 

overcome by the awesome responsibility to conserve, protect, 
and enhance our natural resources for future generations.”

-Dan Eichinger
Executive Director MI United Conservation Clubs

1
• Identify priority parks requiring updates and 
determine methods for funding these projects.

• Prioritize the upkeep and decommissioning 
of existing facilities before installing additional 
assets for public works staff to maintain

• When park upgrade and enhancement projects 
do occur, pair them with community events and 
programming to ensure community members are 
aware of and will utilize the new facilities.

OBJECTIVES

Provide spectacular sites to gather, 
recreate and play in. Encourage 
community organizations and 
members to get involved, supporting 
park enhancement projects and 
continued upkeep.

2
OBJECTIVES

Values, Goals + Objectives

• When presented with new project proposals, 
request the community assist in acquiring funds 
and developing a plan to ensure continued 
maintenance of new assets. This will strengthen 
the community member’s commitment to their 
parks and foster a greater sense of ownership.

• Reflect the priorities expressed by the 
community within the proposed projects 
list for park upgrades and 
enhancements.
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Values, Goals + Objectives
Promote universal access for all to 
enjoy.3

• Identify parks that can be upgraded to meet 
accessibility requirements without too much 
financial investment.

• Ensure all park upgrades provide universal 
access.

• Create accessible paths between recreational 
facilities and amenities

OBJECTIVES

Continue to support the legacy 
of recreation in Kingsford. Create 
cohesive signage, community 
programming and a park mapping 
system.

4
OBJECTIVES

• Partner with the Tourism Association of 
Dickinson County Area to include Kingsford park 
and recreation assets on their virtual platform. 
This platform can integrate features such as 
reserving park facilities or scheduling sporting 
events.

• Create connections between parks and 
recreation facilities including: bikeways, walking 
paths, community races, and event routes.
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G
O

A
L

PROPOSED PROJECTS

Action Plan8
*

OLYMPIC STREET PARK

COWBOY LAKE PARK

LODAL PARK

BREEN STREET PLAYGROUND

BEECH +  LYMAN STREET PARK

MENOMINEE RIVER REC AREA

FORD PARK

Welcome the City of Kingsford into 
its second century, revitalizing 
its parks system. Focus on 
maintaining and enhancing current 
facilities to meet the evolving 
needs of the community.

1

Upgrade play equipment

Clean up garbage along lake edge and repair docks, provide 
more trash receptacles and no smoking signage at the beach; 
add accessible picnic table along path to fishing piers and an 
accessible path to the shelter; complete feasibility study for 
future trails along the Menominee River edge of the park

Replace basketball hoops, repair court, upgrade play equipment, 
remove rusty fence along West Breitung Ave., add pickle ball 

Repair stairs and sidewalk, upgrade play equipment

Repair sidewalks

Upgrade play equipment, provide drinking fountain and electric 
service to pavilion, provide safe access for paddlers separate 
from the boat ramp

Resurface tennis courts (if determined they are needed), repair 
sidewalks, upgrade play equipment
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G
O

A
L

PROPOSED PROJECTS

Action Plan
MENOMINEE RIVER PARK

PLAYGROUND UPGRADES

KIMBERLY AVENUE ARBORETUM

 DOG PARK 

Provide spectacular sites to gather, 
recreate and play in. Encourage 
community organizations 
and members to get involved, 
supporting park enhancement 
projects and continued upkeep.

2

Integrate lupine planted prairie into proposed walking loop to 
reduce mowed area and provide habitat for the endangered 
Karner Blue Butterfly.

Dedicate some grant match funds with volunteer labor to assist 
with installation of new structures

Walking loop featuring the local gardener’s club’s plantings and 
local artist work in interpretive signs.

Add a dog park with support from local dog owners
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G
O

A
L

PROPOSED PROJECTS

Action Plan
*

COWBOY LAKE PARK

LODAL PARK

FORD PARK

MENOMINEE RIVER 
RECREATION AREA

3

Add accessible signage to restroom facilities. Repair fishing 
docks to allow ADA access; Install ADA access path to the 
picnic shelter; consider installing an accessible path to the 
beach area in the future

Add accessible path to picnic shelter, Accessible playground 
components, and sign existing restroom as being ADA 
accessible

Existing play structure is accessible but would require 
accessible surface material to the structure, add ADA picnic 
table and an accessible walking loop through the park that 
would be popular for all user types

Adjust restroom door pressure to 5lbs if possible, Add 
accessible 4 season pathway, Provide accessible water 
access, Add accessible playground components

New projects should integrate accessible options 
whenever possible.  These include accessible paths, ADA 
beach access, accessible playground components, ADA 
parking and ADA restroom access. 

Promote universal access 
for all to enjoy.

*Appendix A features a SAIL, 
Disability Network of the U.P. review 
of five of the Kingsford City Parks. 

The number listed next to each 
park is the DNR Accessibility rating:

5 | None of the facilities meet accessibility  
       guidelines

4 | Some of the facilities meet accessibility   
       guidelines

3 | Most of the facilities meet accessibility 
       guidelines

2 | All facilities meet accessibility guidelines

1  | The entire park was developed using 
       universal design principles

4

4

4

4
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G
O

A
L

PROPOSED PROJECTS

Action Plan 4

Partner with another agency to create a user friendly 
online platform for locating parks, amenities and 
community programming. Provide additional 
community events.

• Create physical connections between parks. Update 
      signage for parks.
• Provide formal crosswalks for each intersection at Lodal 
      and Balzola Fields
• Open concession stands with greater frequency; partner 
      with a community organization

Continue to support the legacy 
of recreation in Kingsford. Create 
cohesive signage with amenities, 
community programming, and a 
park mapping system.
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Tourism Association of Dickinson 
County has an interactive parks + 
recreation website: 
https://www.ironmountain.org/
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Action Plan
C
re
at
e 
h
as
e 
h
e
a

Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3 Phase 4

ct
ivi Activity

PARK WIDE SYSTEM Upgrade signage for all parks; add 
benches and bike racks  $12,000-$35,000 

Activity COWBOY LAKE PARK Clean waterfront and repair fishing docks  $10,000-$20,000 
Add more trash receptacles and no 
smoking signage at the beach  $1,200-$1,500 

Add accessible path to picnic shelter 
and accessible picnic table along path 
to fishing pier

 $2,500-$4,000 

Hire trail consultant to develop a multi 
use trails plan and flag alignments for the 
City of Kingsford, Dickinson County, and 
WE energies properties to the south and 
east of Cowboy Lake

 $4,000-$10,000 

Activity

OLYMPIC STREET + BREEN STREET Upgrade playground equipment; 
combine two parks to cut mobilization 
cost  $100,000-$160,000 

Activity

LODAL PARK Upgrade play equipment
$100,000 

Add decomposed granite walking loop, 
shade trees, and paved access to the 
picnic shelter

 $15,000-$30,000 

Remove rusty fence along W. Breitung 
Ave and add crosswalks  $1,500-$2,500 

Convert currently empty paved surface 
to the west of the tennis courts into pickle 
ball courts

$25,000 

Replace basketball hoops, 
resurface/stripe court, add small seating 
area for tennis and basketball spectators

 $30,000-$50,000 

Activity
LYMAN PARK Convert to a dog park (fencing, signage, 

water spigot, bench)  $30,000-$45,000 

Activity MENOMINEE RIVER RECREATION AREA Upgrade play equipment $100,000 
Provide drinking fountain and electric 
service to pavilion $6,000 

Convert area along new path into 
unmowed prairie with lupine $2,000 

Provide safe swimming/paddling access  $25,000-$35,000 
Install all season walking loop $15,000 

KIMBERLY AVENUE ARBORETUM Partner with Northwoods Garden Club to 
create interpretive walking loop with 
seating

 $20,000-$25,000 

FORD PARK Resurface tennis courts (if needed?) 
courts across the street at the secondary 
school complex 

$45,000 

Provide ADA access and upgrade play 
equipment $80,000 

Repair sidewalks and add walking path 
through park with accessible picnic table 
(1200LF paved path)

 $30,000-$45,000 

This row marks                             

le
s 
fo  

Phase 1
Outcomes Title

Phase 2 
Outcomes Title

Phase 3 
Outcomes Title

Phase 4 
Outcomes Title

ut
c Outcome List of Outcomes List of Outcomes List of Outcomes List of Outcomes

Outcome Outcome 1 Outcome 1

Outcome Outcome 2

Outcome 3

Outcome 4

This row marks                      

Recreation Proposed Project List

To add more Outcomes, insert new rows above this line

PARK DESCRIPTION ESTIMATED 
BUDGET 

PRIORITY 
(high,medium,low)

PR
O

JE
C

TS
O

ut
co

m
es

Page 2 of 2
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Action Plan

Pick up your registration bag at any branch beginning Monday, June 7. 
All ages are welcome! Bags include fun freebies, as well as a Summer Reading Card that

you can fill out and return to any branch by Saturday, July 31 for a Pizza Hut 
coupon (while supplies last) and a chance to win a prize pack.

Whoooo Loves Summer Reading with Journey, the Great Horned Owl 
CHILDREN'S PROGRAM: Monday, June 21, 1-1:45 PM @ Main Branch Courtyard

ADULT PROGRAM: Wednesday, June 23, 6 PM @ Parking Lot across from Main Branch
Registration is required

Down the Hatch & Back Again: Owl Pellet Dissection
Tuesday, June 22

10 AM @ Main Branch Courtyard; 1 PM @ Solomonson Branch Courtyard
Registration is required

For more information on each program, including how to register, please check our
website, www.dcl-lib.org, or call your local branch. We also have various fun take-n-
make kits for all ages and virtual programs available throughout the summer; please
visit our website, Facebook page at facebook.com/DickinsonCountyLibrary, and

YouTube page at https://bit.ly/2XJOaiy to catch them all!

Welcome to 
Summer Reading 2021!

 

Check out some of our upcoming programs--
you'll be sure to have a "wild" time!

Bow Wows and Books with Therapy Dogs Thor and Clara
Monday, June 7; Monday, July 5; Monday, August 2

4-6 PM @ Main Branch
Registration is required

A Trio of Drive-In Interactive Movies
Saturday, June 19; Saturday, July 17; Saturday, August 21

11 AM-1 PM @ Parking Lot across from Main Branch
Registration is required

Animal-Themed Live Storytimes on Zoom
First and Third Tuesdays in June, July, and August

10:30 AM Virtually on Zoom
Registration is required

pet parade | silverton, or

movie nights

above: balloon fest, 
wausau, wi

opposite: snow 
sculpture festival

candlelight hike | stevens point, wi

chalk fest | wausau, wi

4h spin club | iron mountain

skandia days

COMMUNITY PROGRAMMING

true north outpost
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TRAIL TO FOLLOW ROADWAYS 
WHERE FEASIBLE

ADD DECOMPOSED GRANITE 
TRAIL WITH SHADE TREES

ADD ACCESSIBLE PATH TO SHELTER AND 
UPGRADE PLAYGROUND INFRASTRUCTURE

REMOVE FENCE ALONG STREET AND
ADD CROSS WALKS TO ENTRIES

RESURFACE BASKETBALL COURT AND ADD 
PICKLE BALL COURTS

SCHEMATIC DESIGN

n



53

TEXT

he text...T
Menominee River Rec Area

0                         0.2                      0.4MI

ALL SEASON ACCESSIBLE LOOP
TRAIL WITH LUPINE PRAIRIE

UPGRADE PLAY EQUIPMENT
ADD POWER AND WATER TO SHELTER

CREATE SAFE
PADDLING ACCESS

n

SCHEMATIC DESIGN



KINGSFORD RECRE ATION PL AN |  2021-2026 54

POTENTIAL FUTURE TRAIL
ALIGNMENT

PRIVATE PROPERTIES REQUIRING
AN EASEMENT

CITY OWNED PROPERTY

COUNTY OWNED PROPERTY

0                 500            1000FT

WE
ENERGIES

LAKE SHORE
SYSTEMS, INC

MADKEN, INC

PREFIX
PROPERTIES, LLC

Community River Trail

SCHEMATIC DESIGN
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