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It's officially Spring in the central U.P. but that doesn't mean we're without a few snow showers!
We hope you're enjoying the last of the fresh powder. At CUPPAD, we're looking forward to
new funding and educational opportunities, events, and that elusive spring sunshine.

Funding Opportunities
UP Food Exchange: Food as Medicine Cold
Storage Grant
The U.P. Food Exchange, in partnership with Upper
Peninsula Food as Medicine Team, is excited to
announce the opening of their first ever grant program
for area farms. Under this program, three farms from
each of the regional planning districts of the Upper
Peninsula will be awarded funds to build new or additional cold storage
facilities for storing fresh produce.
The grant includes up to $14,000 for the materials and labor to build the
facility as well as access to technical assistance for the construction and
HVAC. Please see their website for more information on eligibility
requirements and application instructions.
Application Deadline is April 18, 2022 at 5pm
Awards will be announced May 6th

USDA Rural Development Value Added
Producer Grants
The Value-Added Producer Grant (VAPG) program
helps agricultural producers enter into value-added
activities related to the processing and marketing of
new products. The goals of this program are to generate new products,
create and expand marketing opportunities and increase producer income.
Paper applications must be postmarked by May 2, 2022.
Electronic applications via Grants.gov are due April 25th by 11:59pm
EST.

Revitialization and Placemaking (RAP)

Program
This Michigan Economic Development
Corporation program will provide access to real
estate and place-based infrastructure
development gap financing through grants of up to $5 million per project for
real estate rehabilitation and development, grants of up to $1 million per
project for public space improvements and grants of up to $20 million to local
or regional partners who develop a coordinated subgrant program.
Eligible applicants are individuals or entities working to rehabilitate vacant,
underutilized, blighted and historic structures and the development of
permanent place-based infrastructure associated with traditional downtowns,
social-zones, outdoor dining and placed-based public spaces. The RAP
program will award funding to eligible applicants based on one or more
competitive application rounds.
Application Deadline is Friday, June 3, 2022
As always, if you or your community would like assistance in preparing a proposal,
project, or application CUPPAD is ready and happy to help! Please follow us on
Facebook for the most up to date funding opportunities announcements.

CUPPAD News
News and events from the Central UP Planning and Development Regional Commission.

Marquette County Economic Recovery and
Resilience Strategy
The Marquette County Economic Recovery and
Resilience Strategy can be downloaded from our
website, with print copies coming soon. This project will
continue with a county by county focus, with Dickinson
County coming up next. Future workshops will be
scheduled and posted on our website.

Ford River Township Recreation Plan
The Ford River Rec Plan 2022-2026 was adopted
last January. Thank you to the community
participants who offered their feedback for this
important project! View our other latest projects
on our website.

Regional News
This section contains news from around the central region and throughout the state of
Michigan.

Michigan Broadband Infrastructure Audit and
Validation Project Webinar
Connected Nation Michigan presented on the
new Michigan Broadband Infrastructure Audit
and Validation Project and how communities can get involved. The slides
from the presentation are available on our website.
See Connected Nation Michigan's website for more opportunities to get
involved, including open job descriptions!

New Bipartisan Infrastructure Law
Guidebook
This guidebook is a roadmap to the funding
available under the law, as well as an explanatory document that shows, in as
much detail as currently available, program-by-program information.
Transportation, climate and energies, and broadband expansion have
separate sections.

Connex Michigan Manufacturers Database
Registration
The Michigan Manufacturing Technology
Center recently announced the launch of CONNEX Michigan, a database and
connectivity platform for manufacturers, providing them with a no-cost avenue
for sourcing suppliers and production capabilities. The database catalogs a
manufacturer’s assets, certifications, equipment, material types, and other
relevant information and makes the data searchable through a number of
customizable features.
Sign up is FREE until April 30th, 2022.

Negaunee Jackson Mine Playground Patronicity
Campaign
The City of Negaunee is currently raising money for
their Jackson Mine Playground through a Patronicity
campaign. If they reach their goal of $50,000 the
MEDC will MATCH it! They're almost there!

Trainings and Events
Webinar Training: Opening Doors to
Attainable Housing
From MSU Extension, this one-hour webinar will

discuss zoning and policy options that can help increase the affordable stock
of housing in a community. Rural, suburban, and urban housing
considerations will be discussed, as well as policies that support "missing
middle" housing. Two sessions will be hosted, with registration links below.
Tuesday April 12, 6:30-7:30 pm EST
Wednesday April 13, noon- 1:00 pm EST

Planning and Zoning for Solar Energy
Systems
From MSHDA, this in person training is based on the newly-released
Planning and Zoning for Solar Energy Systems: A Guide for Michigan Local
Governments and will explain:
The context for solar energy development in Michigan;
How various components, scales, and configurations of Solar Energy
Systems (SES) fit into landscape patterns ranging between rural,
suburban, and urban;
Planning and siting considerations for solar energy systems including
colocation with other land uses; and
Sample zoning approaches that attempt to balance the interests of
property owners and the community as a whole.
Participants of in-person events will receive a printed version of Planning &
Zoning for Solar Energy Systems: A Guide for Michigan Local Governments.
This training is FREE, but please register! There are virtual options available.
Central Upper Peninsula:
Monday, May 16, 6:30-8:30 pm EST
Marquette Charter Township
Community Room
1000 Commerce Dr.
Marquette, MI 49855

Michigan Association of Planning Spring Institute
2022: Housing Summit
From the Michigan Association of Planning, the Spring
Institute is focusing on all things housing. From density
resistant neighbors and soaring construction costs to
policy choices that stymie new housing development,
the challenge of planning for and executing viable
alternatives to the current system can seem overwhelming. MAP's 2022
Housing Summit provides inspiration, solutions, and data about the hard job
ahead, along with a regulatory roadmap, talking points, and opportunities to
share your successes and challenges with your peers.
Register today!
Wednesday, May 18, in person at the East Lansing Marriott with a virtual
option available

Thank you for reading!
CUPPAD | https://cuppad.org







