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Introduction
Every five years, local communities must create or update a five-year recreation plan to
meet the requirements for grants through the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources (MDNR).
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The five year recreation plan serves as a guide to the community, gathering information
on the natural environment, the people who live there, and the existing recreational
assets. With the participation and input of local residents, goals and objectives are
described, and a strategy is outlined for their achievement.
Beyond the 2022-2026 five-year plan period, this document will be used in the creation
of subsequent plans, to determine the progress made by the community and additional
opportunities that are available.
Felch township administration and its residents have identified the following goals for
their recreational planning:

Establish Felch Township as a recreation destination for
Dickinson County and in the Upper Peninsula

Upgrade and maintain Norway Lake Park, its campground, and
recreation facilities to create a high-quality destination
Provide updated facilities at the Township Community Center
to support large events
Connect Felch Township recreation assets to MDNR trails,
campgrounds, and facilities

Disc Golf tee along Norway Lake shoreline
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Community Description
Dickinson County
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Felch
Township

Iron Mountain
Kingsford

Norway

Felch Township is located in central Dickinson County in the Upper Peninsula of
Michigan. The majority of the population of 687 live in the vicinity of M-69,
which travels east to west through the south-central portion of the township,
and along County Road 581, which travels north to south through the central
area. The economy of the area has historically been driven by mining and
logging; a significant portion of the township is covered by forests managed by
the MDNR. The economy is tied to natural resources and agriculture, with
logging and farming the major economic activity. However, 96% of employed
residents work outside of the area, mostly in Iron Mountain and Kingsford.
The population of the township has been largely stable; with a small number of
residents, even a minor loss can be perceived with greater impact. The township
has lost approximately 65 residents over the past 10 years, or just less than 10%
of the population.

Population Trend 1960-2020
1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020

Felch Township

Dickinson County

(Percent pop.)

509

444

23,917 23,753
(2.1%)

(1.9%)

615

705

726

752

687

25,341 26,831 27,472 26,168 25,947
(2.4%)

(2.6%)

(2.6%)

(2.9%)

(2.6%)

Source: US Census
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Community Description
Age Comparison, 2010 & 2020
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Age distribution is an important factor in planning for the recreation needs of a
community. An increased number of children in the area could mean more
utilization of existing playgrounds and play spaces or greater need for
expanded programming opportunities. On the other side, an increase in
retirement-aged persons could mean greater need for low-impact activities

like walking trails, wildlife viewing areas, or community programming spaces.
The median age of Felch Township residents is 46.5 years old; since 2010, the
township has lost a large portion of young adults while those in the oldest
cohorts appear to have aged in place. However, the number of young children
in the township has increased, suggesting that a number of new families have
moved into the area in the past several years.

Age Distribution
0-19 years
24%

65+ years
20.3%

Gender Distribution

20-64 years
55.6%

Female
44.4%

Male
55.6%
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Community Description
Occupations
32% Management, business science, and arts occupations

T
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7% Service Occupations

22% Sales and Office

18% Natural resources, construction, and maintenance

22% Production, transportation, and material moving

96% of Felch Township's working population is employed outside the
township in greater Dickinson County and the cities of Iron Mountain and
Kingsford. The township itself has several farms and logging operations that

create the majority of economic activity. Median household income in the
township is $75,417, the second-highest in Dickinson County, as well as higher
than the countywide and statewide median. Residents enjoy the rural character
of the township and its natural amenities, while conducting business and
economic activity in more urban areas.

Median
Income

Poverty
Rate

$75,417 3.4%

$51,704 10.1%
$59,234 13.7%

Household Income

Less than $10,000

5.4%

$10,000-$14,999

1.9%

$15,000-$24,999

7.3%

$25,000-$34,999

6.6%

$35,000-$49,000

6.9%

$50,000-$74,999

21.6%

$75,000-$99,999

16.6%

$100,000-$149,000

22.8%

$150,000-$199,999

5.8%

$200,000+

5%

Source: US Census, 2020
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Community Description
The US Census Bureau estimates that 15.2% of the residents of Felch Township have a
disability. By definition a disability can include having issues seeing, hearing, talking,
walking, climbing stairs, lifting or carrying. Disabilities can also include difficulties that
can affect participation in social roles and daily activities. Providing more inclusive design
solutions to public access problems, including at parks and recreation facilities, can make
these places a destination for all.

3.1%
Hearing
Difficulty
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1.6%

5.9%

Vision
Difficulty

Cognitive
Difficulty

11.8% 4.1%

Ambulatory
Difficulty

Self-care
Difficulty

6.1%

Independent
living
Difficulty

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 protects the civil rights of people with
disabilities and includes accessible design standards that are mandated for public facilities.
The 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design provides the most recent minimum design
standards to ensure that those with disabilities have access to the built environment. These
standards are available from the US Access Board at:
http://www.access-board.gov/ada/guides/. The standards also include provisions for
outdoor developed areas and recreation equipment including picnic facilities, play areas
and equipment, site amenities, parking, and trails and pathways.

In the preparation of this document, each of the township’s recreation facilities were
assessed by representatives from CUPPAD to determine an accessibility rating according to
the 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design. The Michigan DNR rates sites for
accessibility on the following scale:
1 | None of the site elements meet 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design
2 | Some elements meet the standards
3 | Most elements meet the standards
4 | All elements meet the standards
5 | The facility meets the Principals of Universal Design

Comments on accessibility and this rating are included with the description of each
recreation site.
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Administrative Structure
Felch Township Administration
Township
Supervisor

Township Employees,
Contractors
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Township
Board

Recreation
Committee
(advisory)

Volunteers

The Felch Township Recreation Committee is tasked with recommending ways to best
meet the recreational needs of the community. The Recreation Committee is an
advisory committee that reports to the Township Board, which is responsible for the
provision and administration of local recreation opportunities. The township employs a
full-time park maintenance person, as well as contracted campground host during the
summer months. Community programming and events are managed by volunteers.
The township benefits from relationships with local groups who have often donated inkind labor and material for projects.

Through Public Act 157 of 1905, as amended, the Felch Township Board is responsible
for the maintenance of the township’s recreational facilities, and has the authority to
commit funds, accept grants, and purchase land on behalf of the community. The
Township Supervisor is responsible for the overall work performed; assigning Felch
Township employees, contractors, and volunteers to projects. Volunteers are recruited
for springtime park cleanup and maintenance projects, and groups are coordinated for
larger projects as they are identified.
Funding for parks and recreation comes from the Township’s General Fund. The
current and previous year's annual budgets are outlined below:

FY 2022-23

Salaries & Wages

$4,800

Supplies

$7,500

Contract Services
Mileage
Utilities

$1,600
$200

Repairs and Maintenance

$5,600
$3,500

Miscellaneous

$1,225

Total

$24,425

The Township does not anticipate any
significant changes to the recreation
budget in the coming years. Additional
capital support for projects is identified
from cost savings and grant opportunities
in other areas when appropriate. Norway
Lake Park's campground also provides
between $5-10,000 in yearly revenue
through its camping rates.
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Parks and Recreation Inventory
Standards for Recreation Open Space
The National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) has developed a scale to help
measure an existing recreation system's park facilities and provide a standard for
equitable park access within a community. A typical park system under NRPA standards
provides one park for every 2,277 residents served, with 9.9 acres of parkland per 1,000
residents. Because of the Upper Peninsula's low population density, many areas have a
greater number of parks per 2,227 residents. Below is a chart of different park types and
service standards as defined by the NRPA.
Park Type

T
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Service
Radius

Size
(Acres)

Acres per
1,000 residents Uses

< 1/4 mile

1 or less
acre

0.25 to 0.5
(Felch: N/A)

Specialized facility that serves a
limited population or specific group

Neighborhood
Park

1/4 to 1/2
mile

15+
acres

1 to 2
(Felch: N/A)

Area for intense recreation
activities: field/court games, play
equipment, picnicking, etc.

Community
Park

1 to 2
miles

25+
acres

5 to 8
(Felch: 14.55)

Area of diverse environmental
quaility; includes recreational
facilities or large outdoor natural
areas

1 hour
drive

200+
acres

5 to 8
(Felch: 21.83)

Area of natural or ornamental
quality for outdoor recreation
activities

Mini-Park

Regional
Park
School
Park

Area associated with an educational
institution

Felch Township currently provides one community park and one regional park. It
exceeds the standards in total available acres per 1,000 residents for those parks by a
significant margin due to the low population. The national standards for parks are not
well adapted to rural areas like Felch Township, which does not have the population
density to support the smaller types of park classification. Given the amount of existing
parks within the Township versus its large area and fewer residents, the current acreage
should be sufficient to meet the community's needs. Development and upgrades to
existing sites should then be of higher priority than the creation of new park areas.
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Parks and Recreation Inventory
Water
Trees
Flooded Vegetation
Crops
Built Area
Rangeland
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Township Recreation Sites
Other Recreation Sites

Pickerel Lake
Genes Pond
Campground

Solberg Lake
Six Mile Lake
North Dickinson
School

Norway Lake Park

Felch Community Center

The Recreation Inventory was completed by site visits and assessments from
Central Upper Peninsula Planning and Development (CUPPAD) staff, and
describes each park with the following:
Name
A general description and park features
Size in acres
Type of park
The park’s primary service area
An accessibility evaluation and rating score assessed by CUPPAD using
the MDNR's accessibility rating system.
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Parks and Recreation Inventory
Felch Township Community Center
Felch Township's community center is located along M-69 in the community of Felch in the
southwest of the township. The community center building includes the local post office,
township offices, community space and kitchen facility, and the Township's Volunteer Fire
Department. Recent lighting and facility upgrades have made the community space a
desirable rental location. Outside, a large pavilion and barbecue space can host outdoor
events, with adjacent horseshoe courts and a large playground.
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Behind the community center, there are two baseball fields at adult and little league
dimensions. The township has a history of baseball, and hosts yearly tournaments for
regional teams. The larger field has a covered spectator bleacher, announcers' box and
dugouts. The little league field has uncovered bleachers as well as dugouts. A new sound
system and fencing have been installed on the larger field, and volunteers are coordinating
to replace the aging dugouts later this year.

Size: 10 acres
Type: Community Park
Service Area: Local, Township
Accessibility Evaluation: 3, most elements meet accessibility standards
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Parks and Recreation Inventory
Norway Lake Park
Norway Lake Park and Campground was transferred from Dickinson County to the
Township in 2015. The 15 acre park is bisected County Road 581, with the campground on
the eastern side, and beachfront and recreational area on the west. The 52-acre lake is
spring-fed, with clear visibility for several feet. The campground area offers 20 camp sites
with electricity for a fee of $12/night with every seventh night free.
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The campground features play equipment, a recreation field, basketball court, and picnic
area, while the lake side offers a large picnic pavilion, rustic picnic area, 300 feet of sand
beach, and playground equipment. An adjacent parking area provides access to launch
nonmotorized watercraft, which are the only type allowed on the lake.

A nine hole disc golf course was established in 2019 with funding from the township and
the support of volunteers. Significant tree clearing and landscaping, along with the
installation of tee platforms and baskets, has been accomplished through the work of local
enthusiasts. The course travels throughout the park, with fairways along cleared wooded
pathways, through open areas, and along the lakeshore.

Size: 15 acres
Type: Regional Park
Service Area: Local, Township, County
Accessibility Evaluation: 1, none of the site elements meet ADA standards
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Parks and Recreation Inventory
Other Recreational Opportunities
North Dickinson School is located on the western side of the township and has
recreational facilities that are available to the public after school hours. The school has
several play structures for children of different ages, basketball/tennis courts, and a large
football field and walking track. The school also hosts events in its gymnasium.
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Gene Pond State Forest Campground is a MDNR owned site located 8 miles northwest
of Felch on the north side of the Gene Pond impoundment. The approximately 800 acre
site has 14 rustic camping sites, two boat launching area, and a wildlife viewing area. The
campground recently received a federal Recreational Trails Program grant for
construction of a 3-4 foot wide, two mile nonmotorized trail with a natural surface
through the natural area on the northern shore.
Pickerel Lake is a 71 acre lake that hosts a MDNR owned boat launch, pit toilet, and
parking area approximately 7 miles north of Felch.

Six Mile Lake encompasses 100 acres and has a MDNR owned boat launch, pit toilet,
and parking area approximately 5 miles west of Felch.

Solberg Lake is a 19 acre lake north of North Dickinson School. The MDNR manages a
rough boat access point on the north side.

MDNR boat launch at Six Mile Lake
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Parks and Recreation Inventory
Other Recreational Opportunities
The Felch Grade Trail is an approximately 40-mile multi-use rail trail traveling from the
community of Felch off Calumet Mine Road across Dickinson, Menominee, and Delta
Counties and ending at the outskirts of the city of Escanaba. This route is a popular
seasonal ORV and snowmobile trail, and is maintained by the MDNR. A secondary ORV
trail travels south from the end of the Felch Grade to connect with other trails in southern
Dickinson County. The Felch Grade and a snowmobile trail continuing west are
designated as UP Route 16, and UP Route 32 travels through the northern portion of the
township. Numerous two-tracks and undesignated trails also exist on the vast amount of
state-owned land within the township.
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State-owned Commercial Forest Reserve and the Copper County State Forest provide
tens of thousands of publicly accessible land in Dickinson County for a variety of outdoor
recreational activities.

Water lilies over Gene Pond

15

Parks and Recreation Inventory
Funding Resources
Felch Township has received several MDNR grants over the years that have contributed
to upgrades of its park system. The table below details the grants awarded to the
township:
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Funding Source

Grant Amount

Project

Land and Water
Conservation Fund

$357.00

Land and Water
Conservation Fund

$13,247.30

1977 development of two multipurpose courts at North Dickinson
School

Land and Water
Conservation Fund

$5,037.00

1980 purchase and installation of
play equipment at North Dickinson
School

$27,000.00

2000 purchase of equipment and
accessibility and safety upgrades at
Felch Community Center

Clean Michigan
Initiative

1965 construction and installation of
picnic tables at Norway Lake Park

Post completion and self-certification reports are included in the Appendix.
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Planning and Public Input
As part of the recreation planning process, Felch Township residents addressed several
questions related to recreation as a part of a larger master plan survey. Residents
identified recent recreational activities and ideas they would like to see in their park
system. A summary of the survey is provided in the Appendix.
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100% of survey respondents would encourage Township recreation parks as an
ongoing land use, and the majority favored hiking, biking, ORV, and snowmobile trail
development. Residents would also like to see increased investment in public
recreational opportunities and park maintence.

With Felch's many inland lake and public lands, residents repeatedly mentioned related
outdoor activities like camping, fishing, hunting, and trail use. Access to nature and
public land for recreational purposes was mentioned often as what residents value
about recreation within the township.

When asked to rank priorities to a few suggested projects, residents selected updates at
Norway Lake Park as the most important. Residents also encouraged family-oriented
recreation and encouraging small businesses when asked to suggest future visions for
the township.
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Goals and Objectives
The State of Michigan's Statewide Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) provides a
roadmap for recreational planning throughout the state. Every five years this plan is
updated with new information and public input to develop a clear understand of how
Michigan residents utilize recreation opportunities, and how communities can provide
additional access and amenities for the resources in their systems.
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The main objectives in the current SCORP plan (2018-2022) include:
Foster stewardship and conservation
Improve collaboration between stakeholders
Raise awareness of outdoor recreation opportunities
Improve recreational access for all
Provide quality experiences
Enhance health benefits
Enhance prosperity by supporting economic opportunity, talent retention, and a
high quality of life

Statewide recreation activity trends include increased opportunities for hiking,
backpacking, kayaking, cross-country skiing, off-road biking, and paddleboarding. In
addition, many more passive activities are also popular, including relaxing, walking,
picnicking, and unstructured play.

With the priorities identified by Felch Township residents in mind, stakeholders
developed the strategies and objectives that can help support Felch's parks and
residents in realizing their recreation goals.

Establish Felch Township as a recreation destination for

Goal: Dickinson County and in the Upper Peninsula
Strategies + Objectives

Explore means to enhance the promotion of recreational facilities through signage and
marketing opportunities.
Seek funding opportunities to provide additional amenities at Norway Lake
Campground.
Work with Michigan Department of Natural Resources to tie assets to the large amount
of public land and facilities available in the Township and surrounding area.
Create partnerships with economic and community development organizations to
identify opportunities and provide venues for outside entities.
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Goals and Objectives
Goal:

Upgrade and maintain Norway Lake Park, its campground,
and recreation facilities to create a high-quality destination

Strategies + Objectives
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Seek funding opportunities to realize an expansion of the campground, allowing
additional capacity and amenities that will attract more users to the area.
Establish a priority for projects that enhance barrier free accessibility and promote
universal design principles.
Design facilities and upgrades that complement and preserve the surrounding natural
features.
Create connections to Norway Lake Park from other recreation destinations and
facilities.

Provide updated facilities at the Township Community

Goal: Center to support large events
Strategies + Objectives

Maintain or enhance existing facilities to ensure that the community can continue to
offer a venue for a wide array of activities and events.
Establish a priority for projects that enhance barrier free accessibility and promote
universal design principles.
Create a rustic campground to allow travelers to stay in the vicinity of community
events.
Design facilities and upgrades that complement and preserve the surrounding natural
features.

Connect Felch Township recreation assets to MDNR trails,

Goal: campgrounds, and facilities
Strategies + Objectives

Seek opportunities to facilitate connections between recreational assets through
roadway enhancements and/or trail connections that allow multiple user groups to
access separated facilities.
Provide facilities that can be accessed and used year-round for seasonal activities.
Work with Michigan Department of Natural Resources to tie assets to the large amount
of public land and facilities available in the Township and surrounding area.
Explore means to enhance the promotion of recreational facilities through signage and
marketing opportunities.
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Action Program
The Action Program summarizes the goals and objectives identified by Felch Township's
recreation stakeholders, and identifies how these goals can be met over the next five
years. Some projects may require multi-year efforts while others are improvements or
one-time purchases that can be accomplished in a short time frame.
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Priorities should be reviewed on an annual basis and adjusted to meet potential
partnerships or funding opportunities as they are identified. Potential funding source and
actual project costs are strictly preliminary and will develop as more planning is
accomplished.

Project

Timeline

Funding Source

Accessibility and design
improvements at all parks

Ongoing

Township funds, grants,
donations or in-kind

New ballfield dugouts at
Community Center

Ongoing

Township funds,
donations and in-kind

Promotion and marketing
of facilities

2022-2026

Township funds, grants,
donations or in-kind

Expansion of Norway
Lake Campground

2022-

Township funds, MDNR
grant programs

Fishing Pier at Norway
Lake

2022-

Township funds, MDNR
grant programs

Potable well at ballfields

2023

Township funds, MDNR
grant programs

Repair or replace pit toilets
at Community Center

2023

Township funds, grants,
donations or in-kind

Electrical upgrades at
Norway Lake campsites

2023

Township funds, grants,
donations or in-kind

Rehabilitate basketball
court at Norway Lake Park

2023

Township funds, grants,
donations or in-kind

Update or replace Little
League field fence

2023

Township funds, grants,
donations or in-kind

Public WiFi in Norway
Lake Campground

2024

Township funds,
donations or in-kind

Lighting for baseball
fields

2024

Township funds, grants,
donations or in-kind

Expand trail facilities and
accessibility

2025

Grants

Establish rustic camping
area at Community Center

2026

Grants

Priorities and projects are actively discussed as part of regular Recreation Committee and
Township Board meetings and public participation and input are encouraged.
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