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INTRODUCTION
5-YEAR RECREATION PLAN1

The National Parks and Recreation Association 2022 Agency 
Performance Review highlights what many of us have realized: “Two 
years into the Coronavirus (COVID 19) pandemic, one thing is clear: 
parks and recreation is essential.”

With an uptick in visitation and outdoor recreation during the 
pandemic, the need for additional recreational resources and 
access continues. As evidenced in the community feedback 
received (see Chapter 6 Comments + Issue Scoping) Sands 
Township is witnessing this demand as well. The priorities outlined 
in the following chapters reflect community driven parks and 
recreation goals as well as chart a path forward for the township. 

Crunching numbers, the parks and recreation industry provides 
an avenue for community development and economic resiliency 
as well. As noted in the June 2023 speech by Lieutenant Governor 
Garlin Gilchrist II, “The outdoor recreation sector was worth 
$10.8 Billion to the state’s economy in 2021, providing more than 
100,000 direct jobs.” Sands Township already owns and manages a 
community park with a diverse palate of recreation opportunities. 
By generating a plan for sustainable recreation access and design 
within the township, the promise of a vibrant, diverse recreation 
destination for current and future generations to meet, exercise, 
and play can be realized.
			 
			   Let’s keep this momentum going!  	

Every 5 years communities throughout Michigan update their 
recreation plans to ensure qualification for annual Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) funding opportunities. 

The 5-year recreation plan must adhere to a format defined by the 
MDNR and outline priority goals, objectives, and projects with the 
potential to be completed within the 5 year window and beyond. 

This document synthesizes data on natural resources, community 
demographics, existing recreation assets, operational management, 
citizen input, and community partnerships to generate an all-
inclusive map for recreation in the community. It describes 
community values, highlights common goals and objectives, and 
outlines strategies to achieve these goals. 

Looking beyond the 5-year window, this document will serve as a 
road map for future endeavors improving parks for decades to come. 
The 2024-2029 Recreation Plan will assist township officials in 
determining priority projects to nurture an already expansive parks 
system. It will outline strategies for making parks accessible to all 
and provide park designs that allow future generations to grow and 
prosper. 

Thank You!
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Regional Context

Sands Township is located in east central Marquette 
County just south of the City of Marquette, in Michigan’s 
Upper Peninsula. The township occupies more than 
46,000 acres or 71.9 square miles. The township lies 
within the Marquette urban area and is known for 
a large motorized trail network, the Blueberry Ridge 
pathway system, and Thunder Valley Equestrian Trails. 

SANDS 
TOWNSHIP
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PLANNING PROCESS
RECREATION PLAN

DATA GATHERING
Natural resource + ADA 
assessments, recreation 
inventory + community 

demographics

ESTABLISH A TEAM 
Identify Community 
Based Recreation 

Stakeholders

SYNTHESIZE
Generate a series of Goals 
+ Objectives reflecting on 

information gathered in the 
first phase of the planning 

process

DRAFT PLAN
Write the draft plan 
Complete a thorough 

review with the Planning 
Committee 

PUBLIC COMMENT
Make the Draft Plan 

readily available to the 
public for a 30 day review 

period

FINAL DRAFT PLAN
Make any noted changes 

and complete a final 
committee review

PUBLIC HEARING AND 
ADOPTION

Advertise public hearing 
prior to hosting; provide 
opportunity for public to 

comment then close hearing 
before making a motion to 

approve for adoption by the 
Township Board

CITIZEN SURVEYS 
Provide web and 

paper based options 
to complete surveys 

PRIORITIZE
Create an Action plan 

featuring priority projects 
that will achieve the goals 

+ objectives

6-8 
Weeks

4-6 
Weeks

12 Weeks
6-16 

Weeks

APPENDICES
Gather public engagement 

documentation and 
comments

Community to complete 
previous grant project post 

completion forms

Detailed ADA appendix 
drafted 

SUBMITTAL
Send Transmittal letters,
Gain MiGrants Access, 

and Upload all required 
materials
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2 Many township residents are employed in or nearby the City of 
Marquette and have chosen to live in the township’s more rural 
setting. 

The majority of the township’s commercial activities occur 
along M-553 and CR 480. The ‘Crossroads’ is the intersection 
in which these two highways meet and features the most 
concentrated commercial development in the township. 
This intersection has been a popular topic within community 
discussions as there is a desire to connect the township to the 
recreational resources to the north.  

In addition to DNR properties and county forest, the township 
also includes the Sands Plains Area, primarily made up of 
commercial forest and state lands serving as a popular 
recreation destination for motorized and non-motorized trail 
users alike. The township hall and adjacent park is a popular 
destination for locals as well as a destination for pickleball 
players throughout the county. Each of these recreation 
amenities is summarized in the following chapters with extra 
attention given to the township owned and managed facilities. 

Marquette County recently completed their county-wide 2040 
Master Plan including detailed studies of each region within. Sands 
Township is part of the ‘Blueberry Farms’ region, characterized 
by an abundance of natural resources, more affordable housing 
options, a wealth of parks and trails, and ease of access to more 
urban amenities such as food and shopping. The township land 
ownership features 43% commercial forest land and 16% publicly 
owned land, leaving the remaining 41% as privately owned land. 

The economic history of Sands Township, like that of the 
region, is closely related to natural resources and features. With 
approximately 87 percent of the township’s land area classified 
as forested, logging and lumbering, these industries maintain their 
historical importance in the local economy. The proximity and 
abundance of forest products provide much of the raw material 
utilized in commercial enterprises.

The economic well-being of the township reflects the activities 
associated with the Marquette-Negaunee-Ishpeming urban center. 

COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION
SANDS TOWNSHIP

Strawberry Lake Blueberry Ridge Ski Trail
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Assessing the number of people in the community and their demographic 
characteristics helps planners and policy makers determine the needs of 
the community. For recreation planning, population data is useful when 
applying recreation standards to a community.

While the population in Sands Township had decreased significantly from 
1990 to 2000 the numbers have increased in recent years. The significant 
decline was likely in part due to the closing of the KI Sawyer Air Force Base in 
1995. The more recent population increase is partially due to lower housing 
costs in comparison to the township’s neighbor to the north, the City of 
Marquette. The township also has a higher median household income than 
other Marquette County communities.

Understanding the composition of the population by age will help leaders 
plan for the types of recreation and facilities that will maximize opportunity 
for as many residents as possible. In the pie charts shown below, Sands 
Township resident’s ages are slowly shifting into an older demographic. This 
shift to an aging demographic is apparent throughout much of Michigan’s 
upper peninsula. It is curious the percent of under 25 year olds has remained 
at 33% over the last couple of decades, indicating no change in the percent 
of residents in the township’s youngest demographic.

COMMUNITY DATA Population

YEAR
Sands Township:

1990	   2000	       2010      2020
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AGE |  2022
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22%33+22+18+27+p45-
59yrs

60+yrs

33%10%

22%
25-44yrs

<25yrs

AGE |  2000
Source: US Census ACS Data

36%

Some measures being taken to 
ensure aging populations and 
younger generations have access 
to recreation opportunities is by 
developing accessible facilities 
that can be enjoyed year round. 
This includes trail development 
and necessary measures to groom 
or remove snow from parking 
areas and transition spaces to 
access paths and other winter site 
amenities. 
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3
The National Recreation And Park Association [NRPA] 
assembles annual reports featuring park metrics 
throughout the nation. The goal of this document is 
to help local park systems identify the optimal mix of 
facilities and programming for their community. Key 
2023 findings are listed below:

2021 NRPA Agency Performance Review Key Findings

Residents per 
Playground: 

3,607
Full-Time Equivalent Employees 
(FTEs) per 10,000 Residents:

8.2
Operating Expenditures 

per Capita:

$88.30/year

Acres of Parkland 
per 1,000 Residents:

Revenue to Operating
Expenditures:

22.9%

Residents per Park:

2,277

of park and recreation agencies 
deliver STEM programming to 
youth and young adults

58%
9.9

3,759 Residents 
per playground

10.8 acres 
of parkland for 

every 1,000 
residents

Residents per Park:

2,287 

Full-Time Equivalent 
Employees (FTEs) per 

10,000 Residents:

8.9
Economic Activity 
related to parks:

$218B
14  miles of 

silent sport trails

Key programming activities include 
themed special events, social 
recreation events, team sports, 
fitness enhancements classes, and 
health + wellness education.

ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE

BUDGET AND SPENDING

The recreation budget is the responsibility of the Sands Township Board, who 
maintains fiscal control through approval of expenditures. During the past five 
years, the Township Board has spent in excess of $136,000 for recreational 
purposes. During this time, the board has helped maintain existing facilities with 
minor improvements as funding allows. 

The annual totals presented below include all recreation expenses including wages, 
programming and capital improvements paid with Township funds:

2023	 $ 55,421.60* 

2022	 $ 17,943.40* 

2021		 $ 21,730.61* 

2020	 $ 16,256.36* 
2019		 $25,004.42* 

It is the hope of the Township that the millage will help offset the costs of upkeep 
of parks and facilities. Applying for grant funds can help to accomplish larger 
projects and programming initiatives. 

The facts on the following page feature information gathered by the National 
Recreation and Parks Association for their 2023 annual report.  This data illustrates 
many of the beneficial facets of having a robust park and recreation system within 
one’s community. 

To advance parks, recreation, and 
environmental conservation efforts 
that enhance the quality of life for 
all people.

Mission:
Pillars: 
Health & Wellness 
Social Equity
Conservation

* A Parks and Recreation Millage was 
approved in February 2024 for a period 
of 6 years, including 2024-2029. It is a 

millage rate of 0.4688 and will generate 
approximately $56,885 its first year.
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PARKS AND 
RECREATION:

40M 
youth 

participate in 
at least one 

local park and 
recreation 
program 
annually³

9 IN 10 
U.S. adults want 
their local park 
and recreation 

agency to ensure 
all community 
members feel 

welcome⁵

of U.S. adults support their 
local park and recreation 
agency implementing 
sustainability initiatives⁷

88%

in economic activity, plus 
support for 1.3 million jobs²

$218B

full-time employees of local park and 
recreation agencies in the United 
States, plus hundreds of thousands of 
part-time workers¹

164K+ 

people in 
the United 

States visited 
a local park 
or recreation 
facility during 
the past year⁴

280M+

of U.S. adults seek high-quality parks and 
recreation when choosing a place to live⁶84% 

¹NRPA, bit.ly/44XU7b8 
²NRPA, bit.ly/3F4CZGl
³NRPA, bit.ly/3EMMxWi

⁴NRPA, bit.ly/3EMMxWi 
⁵NRPA, bit.ly/44Ycywu
⁶NRPA, bit.ly/3EMMxWi

⁷NRPA, bit.ly/45XSCuW

Photo courtesy of  Adobe Stock

NATIONAL RECREATION AND PARK ASSOCIATION

Photo courtesy of Lexington Parks 
and Recreation
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ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

The Township has significantly improved and expanded recreational 
facilities and programs in recent years. The 5-member Sands Township 
Board is an elected governing body responsible for the formal adoption 
and implementation of the recreation capital improvement program. The 
Board strives to assure the limited funds available are spent on projects 
that produce maximum benefits to the entire community. The Board 
continues to look to the recreation committee for input and guidance.

In 2004, recognizing the importance of recreational programs within 
Sands Township, Sands Township Board established a recreation 
committee for parks and recreation with representation from the 
Northern, Southern, Eastern, and Western portions of the Township. 
One Township Board member is appointed to serve as a liaison to the 
committee. 

The goals of the recreation committee are:

        1 | Study existing services and indicate needs for eliminating 
     facilities or programs

2 | Educate the public on the value of parks and recreational 
      services

3 | Raise funds for specific recreational projects

4 | Formulate a township recreation plan for adoption by the 
      township board

5 | Sponsor cooperative special programs

6 | Serve as a clearinghouse for citizen’s suggestions, reactions 
      and opinions and present to the township board

Maintenance of the facilities is performed by township employees and 
volunteer labor. The Township has part-time groundskeepers who are 
responsible for maintenance at the various township-owned facilities. 
During the summer, the township board uses seasonally hired workers to 
perform needed work at Township owned properties.

The Board is ultimately responsible for the maintenance of 
the recreation facilities. The Township Board plans and directs 
the work. Any needed expenses for supplies come from the 
township’s recreational facilities fund, as well as the general 
fund.

Sands Township operates 
the Strawberry Lake 
Recreation Area on a 
seasonal basis. The 
park is maintained by 
the groundskeeper. An 
organizational chart is 
depicted above and a 
photo of the existing 
building at Strawberry 
Lake is on the right.

Township 
Board + 

Supervisor

Groundskeeper 
+ Employees

Public

Recreation 
Committee
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COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER ORGANIZATIONS

The Sands Township Recreation Committee is made up of 
volunteers and several of the local recreation clubs complete 
volunteer trail maintenance and other tasks within the community, 
but no formal volunteer agreements are in place. Informal volunteer 
efforts are also frequent within the trails systems. These include 
trail brushing, invasive removal, hazard tree mitigation and general 
site clean up.

The township does not have any formal relationships with schools 
in the area as children attend different districts due to their 
positioning between Gwinn and Marquette. 

VOLUNTEERS 
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THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
LANDSCAPE TYPOLOGIES4

Deciduous forest Open FieldsWoody wetlands

Mixed forest

The natural features of Sands Township are a reflection of the soils and 
geology that make up their foundation. The images on this page feature a 
selection of landscape typologies that are defined by the characteristics 
within the landscape including vegetation type, water, terrain, and the 
level of development. 

These layers are analyzed in the pages that follow. Finding the right 
balance of development and preservation of natural resources within 
a community is key to maintaining a long lasting beautiful place for 
generations to explore and appreciate.

Inland lakesEvergreen Forest

Open/developed landscape
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Geology and soils are a landscape’s foundation providing the 
groundwork for all forms of life. Generating an understanding of 
these baseline layers is critical to developing a smart strategy for 
future development and preservation of an area. 

The uppermost materials were deposited by glaciers thousands of 
years ago. These define most topographical features including lakes, 
valleys, hills, and streams. Below is a summary of a soil survey for 
the township sourced from the U.S. Department of Agriculture Soil 
Conservation. 
Soil associations located on bedrock controlled moraines: 
•	 Keewaydin-Michigamme-Rock outcrop Association consists of 

very deep and moderately deep, nearly level to very hilly, well-
drained soils and rock outcrop.

•	 Schweitzer-Michigamme-rock outcrop Association consists of 
very deep and moderately deep, gently to very hilly, well drained 
loamy soils and rock outcrops.

•	 Pits-Dump Mine-Slickens Association consists primarily of 
former pits and dump mines.

•	 Kalkaska-Ishpeming-rock outcrop Association consists of very 
deep to moderately deep, gently rolling to very hilly, somewhat 
excessively drained sandy soils and rock outcrops.

Soil associations found on till floored lake plains and dissected 
moraines: 
•	 Munising-Yalmer Association consists of very deep, nearly level 

to gently sloping, moderately well drained loamy, sandy soils.
•	 Keweenaw-Kalkaska-Waiska Association consists of very deep, 

moderately sloping to very steep, well-drained, somewhat 
excessively drained and excessively drained, sandy soils.

•	 Garlic-Alcona-Voelker Association consists of very deep, 
moderately sloping to steep, well-drained, sandy, loamy soils.

Soil association found on outwash plains, terraces and beach 
ridges: 
•	 Grayling Association consists of very deep, nearly level to very 

hilly, excessively drained sandy soils.
Soil association found on disintegration moraines:
•	 Rubicon-Keweenaw Association consists of very deep, gently 

undulating to very hilly, excessively drained and well drained 
sandy soils.

GEOLOGY + SOILS Hydrologic soil groups:
 
•	 Group A - deep, well 

drained sands or 
gravelly sands with high 
infiltration and low 
runoff rates.

•	 Group B - deep well 
drained soils with a 
moderately fine to 
moderately coarse texture 
and a moderate rate of 
infiltration and runoff.

•	 Group C - Contain a 
layer that impedes the 
downward movement of 
water or fine textured 
soils and a slow rate of 
infiltration.

•	 Group D - Have a very 
slow infiltration rate and 
high runoff potential. 
This group is composed 
of clays that have a high 
shrink-swell potential, 
soils with a high water 
table, soils that have a 
clay pan or clay layer at 
or near the surface, and 
soils that are shallow 
over nearly impervious 
material.

•	 Group A/D - Have a very 
slow infiltration rate due 
to a high water table but 
will have high infiltration 
and low runoff rates if 
drained.

•	 Group B/D - Have a very 
slow infiltration rate due 
to a high water table but 
will have a moderate rate 
of infiltration and runoff 
if drained.

•	 Group C/D - Have a very 
slow infiltration rate due 
to a high water table but 
will have a slow rate of 
infiltration if drained.
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TOPOGRAPHY
Sands Township is primarily composed of upland areas with rivers and 
streams criss-crossing through the landscape. The Blueberry Ridge 
Pathway System and Thunder Valley Equestrian Trails capitalize on this 
rolling terrain and picturesque views these elevation changes offer. The 
eastern and northern portions of the township offer the most rugged 
topography with the terrain leveling out moving south. 

The highest elevation point is about 1440ft above sea level (838ft above 
Lake Superior), just west of Pelissier Lake.  The lowest elevation is about 
700ft above sea level (98ft above Lake Superior) in the north eastern 
corner of the township near Silver Creek.

N

There are a handful of smaller lakes scattered 
throughout the township, most of which are 
surrounded by corporate lands. Strawberry Lake, 
centrally located in the township, is owned by the township. Lake 
Pelissier, in the northern part of the township, is the largest lake. The East 
Branch of the Escanaba and Carp are the major rivers running through 
the Township.

Sands Township is home to the Sands Plains Aquifer considered to 
be one of the highest quality water sources in Michigan. This aquifer 
provides groundwater to thousands of individuals in Sands Township and 
surrounding townships. The Sands Aquifer is a major source of the water 
supply in the Chocolay Watershed and streams in the local area.

Sands Township has a humid continental climate that is heavily 
influenced by Lake Superior, with cold winters and humid cool summers. 
The lake helps keep temperatures cool in summer and generally 
moderate in winter. The temperature in the township ranges from the 
90’s to the negative teens, with a mean annual temperature of about 42 
degrees Fahrenheit. Total precipitation averages approximately 34 inches 
per year, with the wettest month in September and the driest month in 
February. The winter snowfall in the township averages between 90 and 
110 inches annually.

WATER + CLIMATE
Contours

                   620-800ft

	    801-1000ft

	    1001-1200ft

	    1201-1400ft

	    1401-1600ft
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The National Map Advanced Viewer

USGS The National Map: Orthoimagery and US Topo.  Data refreshed
August, 2023., USGS The National Map: National Boundaries Dataset. Data
Refreshed November, 2023.
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Sands Township is largely undeveloped with “The 
Crossroads” where Hwy 553 and Hwy 480 intersect as the 
most developed zone. The remainder of the landscape is 
primarily covered in deciduous, conifer and mixed forest. 
There is some open shrub scrub land as well. 

These landscape layers support a variety of recreation 
types from forested trail systems to more open plains 
areas. Much of the Sands Township landscape is criss-
crossed by motorized and non-motorized trail routes.

The rural character of the region provides an expansive 
landscape for wildlife. Common sightings include bear, 
deer, moose, grey wolf, smaller mammals, song birds, 
raptors, and an abundance of fish within lakes and 
rivers. The Kirtland’s warbler, a songbird recently delisted 
from the threatened and endangered species list due 
to recovery, has been spotted throughout the Jack Pine 
forests in the region. Below is a summary of rare and 
endangered species that may also occupy the township 
landscape.

LAND COVER + WILDLIFE
Township Borders

Developed, Open Space

Developed, Low Intensity

Developed, Medium Intensity

Developed, High Intensity

Barren Land

Deciduous Forest 

Conifer Forest

Mixed Forest

Shrub/Scrub

Herbaceous

Hay/Pasture

Cultivated Crops 

Woody Wetlands

Emergent Wetlands

LAND COVER 
CLASSIFICATION

The Information for Planning and Consultation site hosted by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service notes the potential existence of several threatened and endangered species 
within the Upper Peninsula.  Measures taken to preserve habitat and accommodate 
these species are critical to maintaining their existence. Water levels along the coastline 
can impact nesting sites for the Red Knot.  Lynx live in boreal forests that often receive 
heavy snowfall and are home to their food source, snowshoe hare. White nose syndrome 
threatens the Northern Long-eared Bat. The biggest culprit threatening the Monarchs 
seems to be the disappearance of milkweed. It is critical communities consider these 
threatened and endangered species when planning for development. 			 

Threatened

Threatened ThreatenedEndangeredCandidate

Northern long-eared bat

Canada Lynx

Gray WolfRed Knot Monarch Butterfly Tricolored bat

Proposed 
Endangered

N



18

492
492

M 35

US 41;M 28

M 35

565

480

480

492

M 35

M 553

M 553

CR 502

US 41;M 28

US 41;M 28

US 41;M 28

Goose Lake

Heartwood
Forestland

Marquette

460

M 94

M 35

M 553

M 553

Lake Gribben

Marquette
County Forest

Sawyer
International

Airport

Sands

EL

M 35 M 553

Cataract Basin

BC

551

480

US 41

US 41

Harvey

TAC TP

M 94

EJ

Thunder Valley Equestrian Trailhead

Blueberry Ridge Pathway Trailhead
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TRAILS
The Sands Township region hosts trails for a variety of user types. 
The Thunder Valley Equestrian trails are a quiet destination for 
local and visiting equestrians while Blueberry Ridge Pathway 
System serves as a winter destination for cross country skiing 
and snowshoeing. ORV and snowmobile trails are abundant 
on Commercial Forest (CF) lands connecting the township to 
neighboring communities.

Despite the abundance of trails within the region, there is still room 
to increase the network. Many survey respondents highlighted a 
need for off road multi-use and bike paths as well as a desire for a 
mountain bike trail system within the township. Survey respondents 
also noted the need for complete township trail maps including 
motorized/non-motorized trails in the Sands Plains region. With a 
recent proposal to install solar in approximately 520 acres of this 
region, motorized trail users expressed a need to have permanent 
trails.

Below is an NRPA chart featuring average miles of trail per 
population range. Sands has many 
more miles than the average 
community and proves to be a 
destination for non-motorized and 
motorized trail users alike.

ntn south trails

MILES of TRAIL
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FIGURE 5: INDOOR PARK AND RECREATION FACILITIES — POPULATION PER FACILITY  
(BY PREVALENCE AND POPULATION PER FACILITY)

Type of Facilities Median Number of Residents per Facility

Population of Jurisdiction

Percent of 

Agencies

 All 

Agencies

Less than 

20,000

20,000 to 

49,999

50,000 to 

99,999

100,000 to 

250,000

More than 

250,000

Recreation centers (including gyms) 64% 31,239 9,126 24,601 40,817 51,265 65,639

Community centers 60 29,036 8,504 26,668 44,933 55,136 118,333

Senior centers 41 59,603 12,935 32,075 71,927 120,062 310,410

Performance amphitheaters 36 68,181 9,291 30,745 60,477 111,226 332,258

Nature centers 31 114,696 11,821 30,912 72,210 119,206 387,095

Aquatics centers 25 53,025 11,375 31,230 60,495 107,415 230,000

Stadiums 17 75,026 9,126 27,891 62,944 142,900 333,100

Teen centers 14 57,109 14,426 29,406 57,770 152,714 399,700

Indoor ice rinks 12 50,863 8,002 24,904 52,233 102,085 346,294

Arenas 7 65,466 6,137 24,413 68,208 108,105 465,211

In addition, 81 percent of park and recreation agencies have 
trails, greenways and/or blueways as part of their outdoor 
infrastructure. The typical park and recreation agency that 
manages or maintains trails for walking, hiking, running 
and/or biking has 14 miles of trails in its network. Agencies 
serving more than 250,000 residents have a median of 91 
miles of trails under their purview. 

Geography also plays a role in the number of trail miles 
managed by park and recreation agencies. Agencies in a city 
locale have a median of 15 miles of trails, while county-based 
agencies typically have approximately 39 miles of trails.

Park and recreation agencies also offer many indoor facilities 
to their residents. More than three in five agencies offer 
community centers and recreation centers. Also common 
are senior centers, performance amphitheaters and nature 
centers. The typical agency with recreation centers has one 
facility for every 31,239 residents, while those agencies with 
community centers have one such facility for every 29,036 
residents. Two in five agencies offer senior centers, with one 
such facility for every 59,603 residents in their jurisdictions.

The typical park and recreation agency operates seven 
buildings. Agencies serving populations of less than 
20,000 often operate three buildings, while those serving 
populations between 100,000 and 250,000 oversee 14 
buildings. Agencies serving a population of more than 
250,000 typically have 47 buildings under their purview.
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RECREATION INVENTORY
STANDARDS FOR RECREATION5 According to the Michigan Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan 
(SCORP) 2023-2027, Cities/Townships/Villages serve as a recreation provider 
responsible for the operation and maintenance of their parks and facilities. These 
may include nature preserves, nature centers, community centers, and public 
water access sites. They may also provide public recreation programming which 
may include but is not limited to classes, youth sports, and special events all using 
outdoor public recreation facilities.

The National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) has developed a scale to 
help measure an existing recreation system’s park facilities and provide a baseline 
standard for equitable park access within a community. A typical park and 
recreation system offers one park for every 2,323 residents served, with 10.4 acres 
of parkland per 1,000 residents.  Due to its lower density population Michigan’s 
Upper Peninsula trends toward having a higher acreage of parkland per resident. 

MINI  PARK
NEIGHBORHOOD 

COMMUNITY 

Park Type

Service 
Area 
(radius)

Size (Acres)
Acres/1,000 
Pop

Parks 
(Acres)

Uses

Mini-Park <1/4mi 1 or less 0.25 to 0.5

0.5 to 1
Currently:

--

Specialized facility 
serving a concentrated 
or limited population

Neighborhood 
Park

1/4 to 
1/2mi

15+ 1 to 2

2 to 4
Currently:

--

Hosts intense recreation 
activities: Play, sports 
fields/courts, picnicking 
etc.

Community Park 1 to 2mi 25+ 8 to 10
16 to 20

Currently:
10

Diverse environmental 
quality; may include 
sports complexes or 
more natural forms of 
outdoor recreation

Regional Park 1 hr 
drive

200+ 5 to 10

10 to 20
Currently:

120

Area of natural quality 
for outdoor recreation; 
boating, swimming, 
camping, trail use etc.

School Park Currently:
--

Park associated with an 
educational institution

0                 1.5                3mi

Sands Township has a unique mix of park and recreation 
property as it hosts the largely unimproved Strawberry Lake 
Area and surrounding community forest. This has the potential 
to serve as a recreation destination for the region. The township 
is also known for its Township Hall Park Complex hosting courts 
for multiple sport activities, a shelter, playground and office 
complex with a gym. Community programming and other 
recreation opportunities will be explored in greater detail on the 
following page.
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RECREATION INVENTORY
PROGRAMMING

Sands Township is the home of Marquette County Fairgrounds and 
hosts the annual county fair event.  The Superiorland Ski Club has an 
agreement with the township to manage the warming hut at Blueberry 
Ridge. Blueberry Ridge also serves as a location for Superiorland Ski 
Club’s ski cats lessons. 

Other recreation related clubs that do not have a direct affiliation with 
the township include:

•	 Superiorland Pickleball Club
•	 Sands Speedway and Sandstormers groups
•	 Hiawathaland Snowmobile Club
•	 Upper Peninsula Animal Welfare Shelter and Dog Park (UPAWS)
•	 The UP 200 dog sled race runs through Sands Township during the 

Jack Pine 30. This is an annual event and is well-attended.

2023	NRPA	Agency	Performance	Review:
	Park	Facilities,	Programming,	Responsibilities	&	Staffing

Residents	per	Park	&
Acres	of	Parkland	per
1,000	Residents

Prevalence	of	Outdoor
Facilities

Population	per	Outdoor
Facility

Prevalence	of	Indoor
Facilities	&	Population
per	Indoor	Facility

Programming	&
Targeted	Programs
Offered	by	Agencies

Key	Responsibilities	&
Miles	of	Trails

Numb
er	of	F
TEs	..

*Findings	from	the	2023	NRPA	Agency	Performance	Review	uses	survey	data	gathered	from	2020-2022	by	NRPA	Park	Metrics.

www.NRPA.org/APR

Hover	over

&	select	a
..

Jurisdiction	Population

	All	Agencies Less	than	20,000 20,000	to	49,999 50,000	to	99,999 100,000	to	250,000 Over	250,000

Playgrounds

Basketball	courts

Diamond	fields:	baseball	-	youth

Tennis	courts	(outdoor)

Rectangular	fields:	multi-purpose

Dog	park

Diamond	fields:	softball	fields	-	adult

Diamond	fields:	softball	fields	-	youth

Diamond	fields:	baseball	-	adult

Community	gardens

Swimming	pools	(outdoor	only)

Rectangular	fields:	soccer	field	-	youth

Multiuse	courts	-basketball,	volleyball

Totlots

Rectangular	fields:	soccer	field	-	adult

Skate	park

Rectangular	fields:	football	field

Pickleball

Regulation	18-hole	courses

Driving	range	stations

Multipurpose	synthetic	field

Ice	rink	(outdoor	only)

Rectangular	fields:	cricket	field

Rectangular	fields:	lacrosse	field

Overlay	field

Rectangular	fields:	field	hockey	field

27,737

126,912

362,153

543,242

144,306

145,950

239,241

46,801

73,556

235,209

42,136

37,441

62,018

47,204

108,245

114,666

54,004

44,265

39,652

131,943

23,771

12,033

26,826

15,214

10,811

53,895

25,452

56,000

118,709

108,000

57,011

57,384

114,842

29,836

50,837

110,000

18,215

17,703

40,667

12,875

67,267

56,297

45,257

26,313

26,508

78,526

14,471

7,797

14,564

8,792

5,024

44,292

16,398

49,348

62,943

33,214

34,814

7,659

69,374

11,150

29,374

62,927

17,741

11,641

22,960

7,207

43,100

52,906

27,566

12,716

17,078

54,119

13,244

5,577

7,237

8,790

3,779

17,292

9,468

16,584

34,706

13,247

25,330

2,550

32,990

9,257

18,785

32,000

10,775

11,195

14,800

4,947

25,191

26,741

19,556

9,060

11,802

28,000

7,674

5,815

5,033

7,117

3,028

18,000

8,707

9,786

8,045

9,518

4,555

9,587

3,252

8,637

10,726

6,955

5,816

5,093

3,600

9,745

8,178

7,627

5,079

5,800

11,100

3,859

2,805

3,114

3,729

2,014

20,909

14,763

26,411

139,248

17,741

36,884

25,930

94,109

13,922

26,780

53,144

13,692

11,649

17,475

7,228

38,635

31,395

20,228

11,384

15,345

43,532

9,177

5,860

6,863

7,404

3,759

Outdoor	Park	and	Recreation	Facilities	—	Population	per	Facility

2023 NRPA Findings

Outdoor Park + Recreation Facilities | 
Population per Facility

Below is a summary of the 2023 NRPA findings reflecting 
the types of facilities communities offer and the 
associated number of residents per facility. As Michigan’s  
Upper Peninsula has a very low density population 
compared to most other regions in the country, there 
is often a greater number and type of facilities within 
a population. The facilities Sands Township offers 
its residents are highlighted below. The facilities the 
township has yet to offer that would be the most 
common for a low population community include a 
baseball diamond and a multi-use/soccer field.
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Playground

Picnic Area

Fishing

Swimming

Paddling

Biking

Ball Sports

Sledding

Hockey + 
Ice Skating

Hiking + 
Walking

Mountain 
Biking

Cross-Country
Skiing

Snowshoeing

Arts + Culture

Sightseeing +
Wildlife Viewing

Camping

Disk Golf

SANDS TOWNSHIP PARK

STRAWBERRY LAKE

        PARK/FACILITY               ACTIVITYPARK/FACILITY               ACTIVITY

Skate Park Exercise Classes

Racket 
Sports

1.	 None of the facilities meet accessibility guidelines
2.	 Some of the facilities meet accessibility guidelines
3.	 Most facilities meet accessibility guidelines
4.	 The entire park meets accessibility guidelines
5.	 The entire park was developed using the principles of 

universal design

DNR Accesessibilty Grading System

The facilities were evaluated for accessibility via site visits 
by CUPPAD on June 8th, 2023.  Tools utilized in conducting 
the assessments included the ADA Checklist found at 
ADAChecklist.org and the 2010 Standards for Accessible 
Design. 

Each facility was graded according to the scale featured 
above with more detailed descriptions of the facility’s 
accessible features and shortfalls in Appendix C. The 
recommended accessibility improvements were integrated 
into the action plan and priority project lists for the 
community.
			    

ACCESSIBILITYACCESSIBILITY

Horseback Riding
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SANDS TOWNSHIP PARKS: OWNED + MANAGED BY THE TOWNSHIP 

Strawberry Lake is a picturesque little lake located just to the west of the Marquette County Fairgrounds and Hwy 
M-553. It is open from May 1st through September 30th of each year and hosts a two track entrance road and small dirt 
parking area with signage and a few picnic tables overlooking the lake. The original caretaker’s residence is located to the 
west of the day use area but is currently uninhabited. Potential projects listed by community members and recreation 
committee participants included adding hiking or equestrian trails throughout the forest around the lake, improving the 
access road and parking area, making the site more accessible with a place to launch kayaks or canoes and perhaps a 
swimming beach. 
Accessibility: 1

STRAWBERRY LAKE TOWNSHIP PARK ~120 ACRES

The Recreation Area is located adjacent to the Sands Township Office Complex at 987 M-553 
at the Crossroads. This facility is very popular among residents and an even larger regional 
audience as it offers one of the largest pickleball playing areas in the county. The township office 
complex also includes a gym that is regularly rented out for indoor sports activities and events. 
It was evident in the community survey responses this facility is well loved and appreciated.  
Accessibility: 3
Amenities at the park include:
•	 ►	 Tennis courts/ Pickleball courts
•	 ►	 Basketball courts
•	 ►	 Playground
•	 ►	 Parking area
•	 ►	 Vault toilets
•	 ►	 Pavilion

SANDS TOWNSHIP PARK10 ACRES

~120 
ACRES

GRANT HISTORY
1985, TF1061: 
(withdrawn)

GRANT HISTORY
2005, #26-01644, for $95,500
•	 To develop basketball and tennis courts, 

playground, parking lot and vault toilet
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This MDNR owned ski/hiking trail system 
is located just south of the “Crossroads” 
intersection of M-553 and CR-480 within the 
Gwinn State Forest Management Unit. The 
system hosts a 1.7 mile lighted ski loop in winter 
months as well as several other groomed ski 
trails. It is very popular among nordic and skate 
skiers alike.

BLUEBERRY RIDGE PATHWAY SYSTEM15 MILES 
OF TRAILS

This parcel hosts the county fair each August. 
Facilities include: Exhibition building, American Legion building, 4-H building (with 
kitchen and restroom), horse show arena, two cattle show rings, horse barn, poultry 
and small animal building, large livestock building, office building (with a kitchen 
and restrooms), barrier-free restroom/utility building, two storage structures, power 
outlets, two wells, large lighted parking area, outside speaker system, dirt race track, 
mud drag strip, paved go-cart track, large carnival area, outside horse stalls, two 
outdoor pavilions, and portable bleachers. All buildings are used for storage during the 
winter months. The property/facility is privately owned.

MARQUETTE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
60 

ACRES

GRANT HISTORY

Sands Township partnered with the DNR to lease a 
portion of the property at one of the park’s trailheads 
to develop an accessible warming shelter with 
restrooms. 

In 2013 an $83,700 Land and Water Conservation 
Fund Grant was awarded to the township to fund the 
warming hut and was later paired with a $20,000 
DNR Partnership Match Grant. The ski club and local 
individuals, organizations and businesses donated the 
remaining funds needed to meet the total figure of 
$190,000. The installation was complete in 2016.

RECREATION AREAS: OWNED + MANAGED BY OTHERS
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The DNR maintains more than 7,000 acres of forested lands in the township. 
ESCANABA RIVER STATE FOREST7,000 

ACRES

This trail system positioned just south of the Blueberry Ridge 
Pathway System is a local equestrian favorite. This is DNR 
owned land featuring an 8.8 mile loop trail through undulating 
terrain and oak woodlands. 

THUNDER VALLEY EQUESTRIAN PATHWAY215 
ACRES

This regional trail connects from Nordeen Park in Gwinn, through 
the K.I. Sawyer area into the Blueberry Ridge Pathway System. 
This is not a formal hard surface trail as others like the Iron Ore 
Heritage Trail are, but a less developed trail used by a variety of 
motorized and non-motorized trail users alike.

SANDS/GWINN TRAIL 8

This is a privately owned speedway with a 1/4 mile track 
open June-August of each year. It hosts very well attended 
regular races. Additional details can be found at: https://
sandsspeedway.com/about/

SANDS SPEEDWAY

UPAWS PAWS PARK
Owned and operated by UPAWS, this dog park is located behind the UPAWS facility and requires a permit for access. Annual 
passes per dog are $35, a family pass (up to 4 dogs) is $50. Seasonal permits are available from November to April at $20 per 
individual dog, $35 for a family pass (up to 4 dogs). The operational hours are 7am-9pm in Summer, 8am-7pm in Winter.
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As the name indicates, this network of non-motorized, primarily 
mountain and fat bike designed trails is located in South 
Marquette along M-553. The trails are built and managed by NTN 
a 501C-3 non-profit on properties owned by various land owners. 
The organization and accompanying lands host a variety of local 
recreation clubs, races and events. This trail network has become 
an icon for the region and is a destination for visitors from around 
the country. A trail map and additional resources can be found 
here:
https://noquetrails.org/

NOQUEMANON (NTN) SOUTH TRAILS

Per the trail website (https://ironoreheritage.com/):
“The Iron Ore Heritage Trail is a 47-mile, year round, multi-use, 
interpretive trail that crosses the Marquette Iron Range in 
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.  Call us the outdoor linear museum 
where you exercise your body and mind. Those who bike, walk, run, 
hike, ORV, snowmobile, cross country ski, birdwatch, and/or wander 
will find a section of trail perfect for your activity.”

This trail serves as a regional destination within the county 
running through Chocolay Township, Marquette, Marquette 
Township, Negaunee Township, Negaunee, Ishpeming and 
beyond. It is funded in part by a millage. The potential of creating 
a connector trail to the IOHT was discussed in recreation 
committee meetings and community survey responses during the 
planning process.

IRON ORE HERITAGE TRAIL (IOHT)

This privately owned resort and campground is situated along the Carp River 
between Marquette Mountain and NTN South Trails. It serves as lodging and 
a starting point for visitors coming to the region to recreate and enjoy the 
amenities the region has to offer. The resort also hosts many events and 
concerts. The website is: https://www.ripplingriverresort.com/

RIPPLING RIVER RESORT

source: ripplingriverresort.com
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Located just a couple miles south of downtown Marquette along M-553, 
Marquette Mountain is a recreation destination open year round. Trails 
connect to the NTN South Trails and the ski hill is open in winter months. This 
facility is privately owned. https://marquettemountain.com/

Just south of Marquette Mountain along M-553 in Sands Township, is a new 
campground. This site encompasses 600 acres and will include 112 sites per 
the approved permit. This campground also includes trails that connect with 
the NTN South Trails.

MARQUETTE MOUNTAIN

RAGING RIVER RESORT source: indyskipass.com

Sands Township welcomes future recreational development!
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City of Marquette
•	 Presque Isle Park, 323 acres peninsula, forested with areas for 

walking, climbing, beach visits, picnicking and a playground. Also 
features a marina.

•	 Tourist Park Campground, A 40 acre wooded campground
•	 NTN North trails and Forestville featuring a large network of all 

season non-motorized trails. Primarily on CFR lands.
•	 Ellwood A. Mattson Lower Harbor Park, 22 acres with a large 

grassy area for community events, parking, playground, rest rooms, 
boat launch, and picnic area.

•	 Lakeview Arena, recreation and convention center used for hockey, 
skating, concerts, shows and events.

•	 Shiras Park, 31 acres at the Northeast end of Marquette with a long 
beach on Lake Superior, restrooms, parking, cooking facilities, and 
playground.

•	 Marquette Senior Center, has an indoor gym for court sports 
including pickleball.

•	 McCarty’s Cove, the southernmost coastal pieces of Shiras Park 
includes a swimming beach equipped with lifeguard stand and 
water rescue station, parking, sand volleyball, sitting areas, rest 
rooms and a playground.

•	 South Beach Park, Hosts lifeguard watch stations, a large swim 
beach,play area, parking, and rest rooms.

•	 Fit Strip (Cemetery) and Cross Country Ski Trail; Lit ski trails and 
fit strip winding through the cemetery property. There is also a 
community garden area.

•	 Marquette Commons, the downtown square hosting community 
events including the farmers market 

•	 NMU Superior Dome and recreation facility
•	 Founder’s Landing, South of the Ore Dock a brownfield site now 

has a new life as a continuation of the Iron Ore Heritage Trail with 
beach access and restrooms.

•	 A variety of smaller playgrounds and community play fields pepper 
the Marquette City landscape.

Recreation Inventory | Facilities in nearby areas Forsyth Township Parks

West Branch Township Parks

Skandia Township Parks
•	 Sports complex adjacent to the township hall featuring 

a new playground and existing sport court, and baseball 
fields

•	 Privately owned Maple Lane Sports cross-country ski 
area

•	 West Branch Recreation Area: Picnic area and fishing site 
on the West Branch of Silver Lead Creek

•	 Chocolay River Access Site: Fishing access
•	 Engman Lake Access Site: Fishing access with boat ramp 

and toilets
•	 Sporley Lake  Access Site: Fishing access with boat ramp

•	 Nordeen Park: Ballfield, shelter and tennis courts
•	 Gwinn Baseball Fields: Lighted ball fields
•	 Little Lake Baseball field and Playground
•	 Red Fox Run golf course
•	 Forsyth Township Recreation Area: Archery and rifle range 

and sledding
•	 Gwinn Tourist Park: Camping, swimming beach, basketball 

court, playground, cross-country ski trail
•	 K.I. Sawyer Ski Hill, cross-country ski trail, ballfields, tennis 

courts, soccer field, picnic area, and playground
•	 Commercial Forest Reserve (CFR) Lands: Privately owned 

forest lands open to the public for fishing and hunting
•	 Little Trout Lake: County park with picnicking, playground, 

volleyball, beach area and basketball.
•	 Escanaba River State Forest: Public lands available for a 

variety of recreation opportunities
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Suicide Ski Center
This ski center is on Suicide Bowl road south of M-28. The site 
is owned by CCI and leased to the Ishpeming Ski Club. The 
site hosts a 90 meter ski jump and cross country ski trails.

This privately owned facility offers 16 bowling lanes and 6 billiards 
tables and is located at 1011 North Road in Ishpeming.

River Rock Lanes

This privately owned facility offers an indoor gymnasium and is 
located on South Pine Street in Ishpeming.

St. Johns Church

This privately owned facility offers an indoor strength and fitness 
center and is located on Lakeshore Drive in Ishpeming.

906 Cross Fit

This privately owned facility offers an indoor gymnasium and is 
located on Third Street in Ishpeming.

Cross Bridge Church

This privately owned facility offers a riding stable and horse trails 
on Malton Road in Ishpeming.

Heritage Hills

This privately owned facility offers an 18 hole golf course on Co 
Rd 478 in Champion.

Wawonowin Country Club

This privately owned facility offers an indoor gymnasium as is 
located on Prairie Ave. in Ishpeming.

St. Joseph’s Church

This privately owned facility offers an indoor strength and fitness 
center and is located on South Main Street in Ishpeming.

Strength and Fitness

Ishpeming Township Parks
Ishpeming Township Park
This seven acre park hosts a softball diamond, little league diamond, 
tennis courts, pavilion, tot lot, restrooms, concessions, playground, 
horseshoe court, shuffleboard, volleyball court, basketball court, picnic 
table and grills. 

Negaunee Township Park
71-acres with basketball court, pavilion, warming building, 
concessions, playground area, little league field, Babe Ruth baseball 
field, softball field, tennis court, cross-country ski trail, picnic tables, 
and snowmobile trail access.
Michigan Mining Museum
30-acres with exhibits of early iron ore mining artifacts, audio-
visual programs, and outdoor interpretive paths.

Hard-surface launch ramp, toilets and parking area. Site is 1.03 
acres.

McClure Storage Basin Access Site

Negaunee Township Parks

Hard-surface launch ramp, toilets and parking area. Site is 1.82 
acres.

Hoist Basin Access Site

City of Ishpeming Area Parks
•	 National Ski Hall of Fame, Constructed in 1992 on a 1 acre site. 

Museum with historical displays and artifacts of skiing from all 
countries.  

•	 Al-Quaal; A 200 acre recreation site utilized year round with 
tennis, basketball, baseball, horseshoes, volleyball, mountain 
biking, hiking, swimming, picnicking, boating & fishing, skiing, 
sledding, tobogganing, ice fishing and snowmobiling in winter 
months.  

•	 City Playground featuring a variety of sports facilities, Brasswire 
Campground and many smaller parks primarily featuring play 
equipment and basketball courts.
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This seven acre park hosts a softball diamond, little league diamond, 
tennis courts, pavilion, tot lot, restrooms, concessions, playground, 
horseshoe court, shuffleboard, volleyball court, basketball court, picnic 
table and grills. 

City of Negaunee Area Parks

Negaunee Ice Arena
This Community Park is located on Rail Street, south 
of downtown Negaunee. Negaunee features a full sized 
arena, new locker rooms and rest rooms as of 2021, a 
lobby, kitchen, concession area, two offices, meeting room 
and large parking lot. 

Iron Town Field
This Neighborhood Park is located on Prince Street east of 
Camelot Drive. It is owned by the Cleveland Cliffs, Inc. (CCI) 
and leased to the City. The site includes a baseball field, 
concession stand, rest room and storage building. 
Miners Park
This Community Park is located on the north side of Hwy 41 
between Maas and Maple Streets. It hosts the largest play 
structure in the community, a picnic pavilion that is frequently 
rented, illuminated basketball courts, horseshoe courts, a 
volleyball court, historical marker and rest rooms. Several parents 
have expressed the need for a fence as the playground is 
adjacent to Hwy 41. 

Lincoln Street Park
This Mini Park is located east of Healy Street and north of 
Lincoln Street. It is owned by the City and has a basketball court 
and a picnic table. 

This Community Park is located on the Eastern shore of Teal 
Lake along Croix Street. The City plans to extend the current 
storm water culverts that run to the beach into the water and 
rehab the existing timber retaining wall. Many survey respondents 
commented on water quality issues and excessive goose poop at 
this site. The site is owned by the City and features several picnic 
tables and a swimming area. 

Teal Lake Beach

Teal Lake Boat Launch
Teal Lake Boat Launch is a facet of the Teal Lake Beach Park. 
The facility was installed in 1995 with partial funding from a DNR 
Trust Fund Grant. The site includes a paved boat launch and 
accessible fishing dock. 

Breitung Park
This Neighborhood Park is located on Pioneer Ave. 
near the fire station in downtown Negaunee. It is owned 
by the City and contains a band shell with grassy area 
and benches. 

Veteran’s Park
This Mini Park is located in front of the City Hall in 
Downtown Negaunee. The park has benches, a concrete 
pathway, a fountain, and a memorial. 

Copper St/Partridge Creek Park
This Mini Park is located on the corner of Copper and 
Division Streets.  It hosts a basketball court and grassy 
area.  

This Mini Park is located on Ann Street in downtown 
Negaunee. It hosts a basketball court, sand volleyball, 
and swing set.

Ann Street Park

Bartle Park
This Mini Park is located at the corner of Cyr and 
Lombard Streets. The park features an open grassy area 
with a gazebo.
Sunset Drive Park
This Neighborhood Park is located on Sunset Drive 
in the Northeast corner of the City. It hosts a basketball 
court, grassy field, playground equipment, and picnic area. 
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Chiri Park
This Mini Park is located at the corner of Iron and Silver Street 
in Downtown Negaunee.  It hosts a grassy area with a bench. 

Buffalo Road Park
This Neighborhood Park is on the southern edge of the City’s 
property at New Buffalo Road. It is owned by CCI and leased to 
the City. It contains a swing set, basketball court, and picnic area/
table.

Old Town Recreation Area
This Regional Park serves as the community gateway to the Iron 
Ore Heritage Trail.  It hosts a trailhead to the RAMBA mountain 
biking trail network, a volunteer built disk golf course, and several 
interpretive stops showcasing the rich history of the region.  
Community Play Field
The Community Play Field is a 5 ½ acre park that is located. 
The park is owned by CCI and leased to the schools. The park 
includes an 1,800 person capacity stadium, track, practice fields, 
rest rooms, lockers, weight lifting room, and concession building. 
The facility also has an adjacent wrestling and weight-lifting room, 
lavatory facilities and locker room. The site received an upgrade 
with the construction of a year round indoor recreation facility.  

Negaunee Middle School
The Middle School is located on Case Street Between 
Pioneer Street and Teal Lake Avenue. It is owned by the 
school district. The school has a gym, outdoor basketball 
court, and hard surface play area.

Lakeview Elementary
This school is located on Teal Lake Avenue. It is owned by 
the school district. 
The school features playground equipment, 2 tennis courts, 1 
basketball court, and open field, and a gym.

Negaunee Luge 
The luge is located on Lucy Hill at 230 E County Road. The 
property is owned by CCI and leased from the City. It includes 
warming shacks, a maintenance building, starting house, 
equipment rental and a parking lot. 

Negaunee High School
The High School is located on Arch Street. It hosts a 50x75’ 
indoor pool, auditorium, 75x42’ gym, and 8 outdoor tennis 
courts. 

LaCombe Field
This Community Park is located on Baldwin Street between 
Water Street and Mitchell Avenue. It features a lighted softball 
field, batting cages, press box, rest room and storage facility, and 
an open area used for football/soccer practice. New, high school 
student built dugouts and an accessible sidewalk are currently 
proposed improvements for the site. It is owned by (CCI) and 
leased to the City. 

Bernie Rivers Memorial Field
This Community Park is located on Prince Street, east of 
Vine Street. It contains a baseball field, lighted horseshoe 
courts, a basketball court, playground, portable rest room, 
pavilion, concessions and storage building. It is owned by 
CCI and leased to the City. 

This Community Park is located on Tobin Street in downtown 
Negaunee. It is owned by the City and part of the larger Old 
Town recreation area. Recent updates include lighting along 
the Iron Ore Heritage Trail to Ishpeming, a new pavilion 
with rest rooms, a new parking area and a soon to be new 
playground. 

Jackson Mine Park + Senior Center Park

Ericson Parkway
This Mini Park is located between Iron and Jackson Streets It 
is owned by CCI and leased to the City. It features a winding 
concrete path with picnic table. 
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Richmond Township Park
This park hosts a horseshoe court, basketball court, tennis courts, 
baseball field, playground, picnic area, pavilion and restrooms.

Recreation Complex
This six acre site with tennis courts, baseball field, horseshoe courts, 
basketball court, playground area, pit toilets, parking, picnic area, and 
pavilion. 

Richmond Township Parks

Tilden Township Parks
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6 COMMENTS + ISSUE SCOPING
PUBLIC INPUT 
A community survey was launched in May of 2023.  The survey was 
shared via multiple methods including social media, the township 
website, and paper copies stationed at the township hall.  315 survey 
responses were received.

The feedback garnered was extremely informative and helped in 
generating recreation values, goals and priority improvements for the 
community. The pie charts to the right illustrate the age distribution of 
survey participants and the community in general. A larger percent of 
26-45 year olds responded and smaller proportions of the oldest and 
youngest demographics. It is assumed parents responded with their 
child’s interests in mind.

In addition to the surveys, a community recreation workshop was 
hosted in the evening of Thursday October 19th. Roughly 10-15 
participants attended adding their recreation goals and project ideas 
to a series of interactive presentation boards. They were able to 
illustrate what action items from the last 5-year plan should remain 
a priority moving forward as well.  Several discussions helped to 
illuminate the evolution of trail user types within the township and 
the potential for overlap between certain user groups. The township 
owned forest area as well as the adjacent Strawberry Lake property 
were discussed as potentially receiving some all-season non 
motorized trail development for hikers, snowshoers, and equestrians.

The following page illustrates the number of survey participants who 
responded with specific recreation activities they participated in. 
The most frequent responses were hiking, skiing and snowshoeing, 
biking, ORV, SxS and Dirt Biking and visiting the playground.
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Source: US Census ACS Data

In the past two years, what recreational activities have you or a member of your household participated in?
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What do you VALUE about recreation opportunities in your region?This page summarizes all community 
values received within the surveys. The 
word diagram to the right illustrates the 
values listed. The larger the font, the 
more common the response was. 

The most frequent mentions included 
Access, Safe + Clean, Kid Friendly and 
Beautiful Natural Areas. Each of these 
was integrated into a community value 
that helped shape the recreation goals for 
the township.

Room to Explore(28) Winter Activities(7) 

Silent Sport Trails(36) Family 
Friendly(20) Free or Reasonably Priced(12) 

Access(63)Variety 
for All Ages(40) Fresh Air(6) Courts(15) Free(12)

Safe + Clean(48) 

Quiet(21)Healthy for Mind + Body(14) Natural 

Beauty(33)Beautiful Natural 
Areas(33) Motorized Trails(22) Bathrooms(5) 

Kid Friendly(52)

Hunting + Fishing (12)  

“Sands Township Park is the best 
park in the area!”
-Survey Participant

“Enjoying the beauty of where we 
live! The peacefulness.”
-Local Resident

Sands is a great place. Lots of 
opportunities in the quiet sports 
areas and lots of woods to expand 
them.”		  -Local Resident

“Of all the great recreational 
opportunities in Sands 
Township, I appreciate the 
orv/atv opportunities so 
incredibly much it’s one of the 
main, if not the main, reasons 
I moved into the township.       
-Local Resident ”

“
values

SURVEY RESULTS
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What do you VALUE about recreation opportunities in your region?

Michigan’s Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) serves 
as the backbone for recreation planning within the state. Every five years new 
surveys are administered, sites studied and goals and objectives created. 
Below is a summary of the methodology, goal, and objectives in the plan.

PLANNING METHODOLOGY 
Survey generated and distributed to gather responses from a wide variety 
of residents and visitors that accurately reflected the general population 
of the area. 

Recreation Participation: 
Factors to consider (Income, 
accessibility, age and health) that 
limit opportunities for some to 
recreate. 

Motivators: 
Metal health and physical benefits 
are key reasons participants recreate.

Land Use: 
Recreation opportunities in and 
around more urban areas are needed.

Resources: 
Participants are more likely to utilize opportunities accessible to a large 
audience (paved trails, campsites, and other trail types).

Information Seeking Technology: 
Welcome and visitor centers are great resources but technological tools 
could also help mainstream information.

Barriers: 
Safety, access, costs associated with, too many crowds, lack of time, 
or poorly maintained facilities all prevent community members from 
recreating. 

Physical Activity: 
Prioritize physical health for all Michigan residents.

THE MAIN OBJECTIVES OUTLINED IN THE CURRENT SCORP PLAN:
IMPROVE COLLABORATION:

•	 Create more opportunities for cross-agency collaboration on 
recreation

•	 Explore opportunities for regional analysis and connection to 
regional planning efforts

•	 Enhance data access and digital tools for measuring recreation 
use across management entities

IMPROVE AND EXPAND RECREATIONAL ACCESS:
•	 Utilize SCORP survey and focus group data to better understand 

recreation demand
•	 Communicate the full portfolio of grants and funding available 

to communities to support outdoor recreation
•	 Encourage long-term investments that address issues of 

technology, climate change and resiliency
ENHANCE HEALTH BENEFITS

•	 Model public-private partnerships and collaborations to activate 
and steward recreational assets 

•	 Improve interagency collaboration to measure and deliver public 
health benefits from additional investment in infrastructures 
and programs supporting recreation

ENHANCE PROSPERITY
•	 Model and use new data to communicate economic value of 

outdoor recreation
•	 Support continued engagement with new users and identify 

gaps and barriers

SCORP



 

GO


A
L

Ensure that Michigan’s outdoor 
recreation assets are equitably 
distributed, developed and managed 
to provide convenient and welcoming 
access to the outdoors for healthful, 
outdoor physical activity; and while 
sustaining our lands, waters and wildlife 
for current and future generations, drive 
broad-based economic and quality-of-
life benefits to people and communities.	
					     -SCORP 2023-2027

“The total 
net economic 

value of outdoor 
recreation in Michigan 
was estimated at $165 

billion.”  
-2023-2027 

SCORP PLAN

7 VALUES, GOALS + OBJECTIVES
STATEWIDE COMPREHENSIVE OUTDOOR RECREATION PLAN
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VALUES + GOALS
The values generated with help from the responses summarized 
in the previous chapter defined parks and recreation goals for the 
community. The Sands Township parks and recreation values are:
•	 We VALUE having ready access to beautiful wide 

open spaces.

•	 We VALUE having safe and clean community 
parks.

•	 We VALUE having a variety of trails for all user 
types.

•	 We VALUE having a variety of family and kid 
friendly recreation opportunities.

Community members were then asked what they would like to see 
change regarding recreation within the township. A summary of the 
proposed changes is featured on the last two pages of this chapter.  
Combining these perspectives of community recreation values with 
desired improvements allowed the planning team to formulate a 
series of parks and recreation goals. These include:
Goal 1:  Continue to prioritize and support recreation 
related improvements within the community.

Goal 2:  Promote non-motorized and motorized 
trail access and connections between neighboring 
communities, public properties, and township owned 
facilities.
 
Goal 3:  Provide clean, safe facilities where 
community members of all ages and ability levels can 
recreate year round.

The next step was to generate a series of objectives and action 
items that would help guide the community through the five year 
planning window and beyond. The following page features a 
diagram of the township’s recreation values, goals and objectives 
illustrating the cyclical nature of this process.
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GOAL 1
Prioritize and support recreation related 
improvements within the community.

OBJECTIVES
	» Develop a recreation plan 

outl in ing community goals  and 
pr ior ity projects.

	» Partner with community 
organizations to apply for 
funding, maintain and develop. 
recreation related improvements

	» Support  the culture of outdoor 
recreation through community 
outreach, programming and 
partnerships.

GOAL 2
Promote non-motorized and motorized trail 
access and connections between neighboring 
communities and public properties.

OBJECTIVES
	» Create and enhance trai ls  that t ie 

the community and surrounding 
municipal it ies together. 

	» Work with land owners, community 
members, MDOT and local  c lubs 
to def ine routes and pr ior it ize 
phasing for trai l  maintenance and 
connections.

	» Develop a strategy for funding the 
maintenance and improvements 
made to trai l  infrastructure within 
the community.

GOAL 3 | Provide clean, safe facilities where community members of all ages and 	
			       ability levels can recreate year round. 

OBJECTIVES
	» Apply for funding to make Strawberry Lake a more accessible s ite 

for everyone, including the addit ion of trai ls  to explore the extensive 
forested property the township owns.

	» Continue to maintain and adapt the township park complex to f it 
with desired recreation needs.

	» Ensure exist ing faci l i t ies  and infrastructure at  township owned parks 
are safe and accessible for a l l  .
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8 ACTION PLAN
COMMUNITY PRIORITIES

As a facet of the community survey and then again at the public 
recreation workshop, community members were asked to provide 
their ideas and opinions for park and recreation projects within the 
community. 
		   Strawberry Lake received its own question highlighting 
		   potential options for improving access or making it a 
		   more beneficial resource for the community. The bar 
		   graph below illustrates the responses gathered during
                       the survey process.

Please rank your Strawberry Lake site improvement projects.
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I dislike that the Strawberry 
Lake access is gated until May 
1st and closes at the end of 
September when the lake itself, 
being designated Type D trout lake, 
is open to fishing from the last 
Saturday in April until October 
31st.”		  -Local Resident

”

“
comments

“I didn’t know Strawberry Lake 
was public access.” -Local Resident

“Make Strawberry Lake fishable!” 
-Local Resident

“A playground at Strawberry 
Lake.” -Local Resident
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Requests for additional trails were a top priority as well 
as parking area improvements. 

The chart on the following page reaffirms the 
community’s desire to see additional trail work. 

Survey and workshop participants were
then asked to note what they would like
 to see change regarding parks and 
recreation within the township. The image charts on 
pages 44-45 illustrate the specific changes mentioned 
in the community surveys with the numbers in the top 
right hand corners noting how many people noted 
these desired changes. Rising to the top, again, is 
the development of trails including both motorized 
and non-motorized trail opportunities. The need 
for additional pickleball/tennis courts was regularly 
expressed as well as the desire for a multi-sport field 
and playground area updates.
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Please select the parks and recreation projects you would like to see happen within Sands Township.
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Top Mentions in the ‘Other’ Category:

*More pickleball + tennis (online 
reservations) was mentioned 8 times

*Safe Bikeways was mentioned 6 times

*More motor sport access and 
opportunities was mentioned 9 times

*A splash pad was mentioned 3 times

*Pet friendly park was mentioned 3 times

* Community garden was mentioned 3 times

* A campground was mentioned 3 times
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What park or recreation sites would you like to improve and how?
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•	mountain biking at 
blueberry ridge (14)
•	Equestrian (2)
•	Strawberry Lake 
Trail (5)
•	Hiking Trails (11)
•	Snowshoe Trails 
(2)
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“
changes

Open gym time in winter 
months.”	 -Local Resident

“It’s impossible to play 
tennis anymore as the pickle 
ball players always seem 
to be using the courts. It 
would be nice to have more 
mountain bike trails. Wish 
there was safer bike paths 
for kids to ride from the 
neighborhoods to the park/
gas station/blueberry. It’s 
dangerous for kids to cross 
and dangerous for them to 
bike on the shoulder with 
all the traffic and the odd 
shaped intersection. More 
pickleball courts, indoor 
courts would be a dream! 
But, more outdoor courts 
would be nice.”	
		  -Local Resident

“Embrace all outdoor 
sports motorized and non 
motorized.”	
	 -Survey Participant
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*Numbers signify the quantity of survey 
respondents who mentioned this potential 
change.
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”

“
changes
Sands Township Park 
additional playground 
equipment (possibly the 
addition of a natural play 
space). The possibility of 
an ice rink or ice trail at 
blueberry.”		
		  -Local Resident

“I’d love a map to be 
mailed or digitally 
distributed to township 
residents detailing what 
public lands are available 
for dog walking, 
snowshoeing, and bird 
watching…we should 
not have to fight mobs 
of people who don’t live 
here for access.”	
		  -Local Resident

“Focus on multi-use. 
We need to share our 
trails & spaces. Bikes are 
taking over many areas 
and excluding other uses, 
particularly horses!	
	 -Survey Participant

“Bike Trails. There are no defined bike or e-bike trails or 
connecting corridors. There should be safe bike path/routes 
from: in Sands Township to KI Sawyer along Kelley Drive to 
M-553 then north to Crossroads- side of paved roads and 
or utility right of way could be used. In Conjunction with 
Forsyth Township to KI Sawyer along M-94 to M-553 
then to Gwinn.”		  -Local Resident
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This Action Plan on the following pages attempts 
to channel the many ideas provided via community 
input, recreation board and staff feedback and 
develop a list of park and recreation improvements 
within the coming years. By no means is this a 
comprehensive list as interests, demographics, 
and the environment are constantly evolving.  The 
township will continue to revisit its recreation plan 
within the future and amend this list as needed.

The past 5-year Recreation Plan included quite a 
few projects that have yet to be realized. These 
were reintegrated into the list of potential projects 
as well.

RECREATION 

PROGRAMMING

STRAWBERRY LAKE

SANDS TOWNSHIP 
PARK

•	 Host additional community recreation events including 
the community fishing day, introducing children to 
fishing

•	 Continue to support community efforts to introduce 
people to different forms of recreation including 
Superior Ski Club’s Ski Cats Program often hosted at 
Blueberry Ridge

•	 Encourage community exercise programs such as yoga 
that utilize the existing community facilities

Complete Strawberry Lake site access and maintenance 
improvements including: 
	» 	 Accessible parking area + road improvements
	» 	 Accessible fishing and picnic spaces
	» 	 Consider adding a nature play component for kids
	» 	 Nature trail development for all season’s use
	» 	 Open park for longer season
	» 	 Add rustic camping 

	» Continue to update park facilities to accommodate 	
changing recreation needs and priorities; ie consider 	
adding a multi-use play field, update play equipment 	
and restroom, add sport courts, Add loop trail with 
exercise stations, add pump track, clear viewshed to 
roadway and add lighting to extend open hours and 
feelings of safety

	» Support and encourage community groups to seek  	
funding for and define maintenance strategy for park 
improvements and upkeep. This could include the 
installation of additional pickleball courts, community 
garden plots, and playground improvements

Goal #1
Prioritize and support recreation 
related improvements within the 
community.

PRIORITY PROJECTS

nature trail + play area          accessible play feature for all
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TRAILS •	 Identify any user or traffic conflicts along existing 
trail corridors and correct them

•	 Provide additional trailheads if needed
•	 Notify trail users of proper trail etiquette and 

clearly mark user types allowed on trails
•	 Work with the MDNR and others to determine 

proper placement for ORV and Snowmobile trails 
throughout the township

•	 Work with neighboring communities, land owners 
and transportation departments to create a 
regional multi-use trail connection

•	 Establish a pet friendly trail area
•	 Promote year round trail opportunities
•	 Create safe crossing for pedestrians, bikes and 

motorized trail users alike at the Crossroads 
intersection

Goal #2
Promote non-motorized and 
motorized trail connections 
between neighboring communities 
and public properties.

SANDS 

TOWNSHIP 

PARK

•	 Work with local clubs to ensure everyone has 
opportunity to utilize community facilities (this 
includes courts and gym)

•	 Make updates to facilities that are not 
accessible

•	 Provide programming for community members 
who may not otherwise have the opportunity 
to experience various forms of recreation. This 
may include partnering with local businesses 
or clubs to provide rental equipment and 
instruction. 

Goal #3
Provide clean, safe facilities 
where community members of 
all ages and ability levels can 
recreate year round. 

example road crossing

multi-use connector trail                          nature trail

learning camping skills

superiorland ski clubs ski cats program
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A APPENDIX A
PUBLIC NOTICE + SURVEY RESULTS
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Survey Responses: What follows is a summary of all data gathered from the Sands Township Recreation Survey, which 
was done through the website, SurveyMonkey, and ran from April 5, 2024 through June 26, 2024. 313 responses were 
gathered.
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B APPENDIX B
GRANT HISTORY

Project Number: #TF1061
Park/ Facility: Strawberry Lake
	 Project Year: 1985
	 Project Description: Application was withdrawn.

	 Grant Amount: $0
	 Project Status: Closed

Project Number: #26-01644
Park/ Facility: Sands Township Park
	 Project Year: 2005
	 Project Description: To update and develop 
basketball and tennis courts, an updated playground, 
resurfacing of parking lot, and vault toilet facilities. 

	 Grant Amount: $95,500
	 Project Status: Complete

OTHER GRANT HISTORY

Sands Township partnered with the DNR to lease a portion 
of the property at one of the park’s trailheads to develop an 
accessible warming shelter with restrooms. 

In 2013 an $83,700 Land and Water Conservation 
Fund Grant was awarded to the township to fund the 
warming hut and was later paired with a $20,000 DNR 
Partnership Match Grant. The ski club and local individuals, 
organizations and businesses donated the remaining 
funds needed to meet the total figure of $190,000. The 
installation was complete in 2016.
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C APPENDIX C
UNIVERSAL ACCESS DESIGN GUIDELINES
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